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Monarch butterflies touch 
down in Paris area during 
their cross-continental 
autumn migration. 
C’EST LA VIE, 1B

Richard and Stacy Wilken’s 
cozy new coffee shop 
invites everyone in to slow 
down and savor life.
COMMERCE, 7B

Edgar County Board looks 
at their options in closing 
the antiquated Paris jail, 
opens talks for emergency 
services building. 
NEWS, 3A

Manny Escamilla is a City 
Council candidate, histori-
an and archivist capturing 
the mystique of his city’s 
favorite saint.  
GRACE, 5B

America’s wholesome 
sitcom family almost 
never existed due to studio 
fears and copyright risks. 
HISTORY, 3B

In a tight match, the 
Tri-County Titans defeated 
the Paris Lady Tigers 
in the battle for county 
volleyball supremacy 
Monday.  SPORTS, 9A

Join the conversation 
and have fun with us on 
Facebook! Search for The 
Prairie Press and “like” us.

Numbers game wears on
NECAS’ funding conundrum, deadline for ambulance are reaching the breaking point

BY NANCY ZEMAN
nzeman@prairiepress.net

A cooperative effort by the First 
Christian Church Board of Trustees, 
the City of Paris and first responders 
made it possible for the Paris Hon-
eybee Festival activities on the south 
side of the Paris square to continue as 
planned this weekend.

A portion of the west wall of the 
former Citizens National Bank col-
lapsed Saturday morning, Sept. 21, 
forcing the closure of a downtown 
street and leaving the trustees of the 
First Christian Church (Disciples of 
Christ) scurrying to ensure the pub-
lic’s safety.

The collapsing of a portion of the 
wall facing the alley and Pearman’s 
Pharmacy was no surprise. The wall 
was bowing in the past few months, 
forcing the alley to be closed. 

But Saturday morning, Sept. 21, a 
few of the 500-pound concrete panels 
on the west wall of the building slid 
down into the alley, leaving bricks, 
remnants of the concrete panels and 
other debris in the alley.

Dustin Melton of Pearman Phar-
macy said he first reported the wall’s 
failure Saturday morning to authori-
ties. The business later closed for the 
day for the safety of employees and 
customers.

“I got the first call (about the col-
lapse) about 7:30 a.m.,” said Jim Ben-
nett, who is chairman of the board of 
trustees of the church.

Court Street between Main and 
Central remained sealed by order of 
Paris officials including city code en-
forcement director Jamie Littleton, 
Paris Fire Chief Brian Gates and Paris 
Fire and Safety Commissioner Drew 
Griffin.

Bennett said the first concern by 
those on the scene was public safety. 
He noted local residents were walk-
ing down the alley to pick up the 
bricks and look at the damage. 

“That whole wall could go any-
time,” he said. 

On Monday, several local carpen-
ters began erecting a false wall around 

the building, running from the alley 
east to about where the golden eagle 
stands over the building’s door. The 
wall is bolted to the sidewalk and 
closes off the area in question, Ben-
nett explained.

The false wall will limit parking 
on Court Street, Bennett said. That 
street will also be down to one lane 
once it is re-opened.

City officials inspected the building 
before giving Bennett the go-ahead to 
removed much of the valuable items, 
thanks to Doc Moody and his farm 
employees. “They stopped harvest to 
come in and get the items moved to a 
safe location,” Bennett noted.

Among the items retrieved 
were the volumes of the Paris Bea-
con-News from its creation in 1848 to 
when the Jenison family sold the pa-
per in 2006. The volumes were stored 
in the trust vault in the basement of 
the building.

Pearman’s Pharmacy was open for 
business Monday and throughout the 
week — with a few changes. Custom-
ers are not be able to park on Court 
Street. Those who do wish to come to 
the store will be using the “Looking 
for Lincoln” building entrance, just 
west of the front door of the pharma-
cy.

 “Better yet, if someone needs a 
new or refill of a prescription please 
use our free delivery service,” said 
Steve Benefiel.

The church purchased the build-
ing June 1 from Dimond Bros. In-
surance, which had been using it as 
the corporate headquarters for the 
insurance company. Dimond Bros. 
Chief Executive Officer Don Bartos 
said the problems with the west wall 
became apparent a few months ago. 
“We brought in a structural engineer 
to look at,” Bartos said.

Bartos said preserving the building 
would be a costly undertaking. The 
church was interested in the building 
not just as a parking lot for the con-
gregation, but to expand its ministry 
with a multi-purpose building. 

The Dimond Bros. employees who 

worked in the building were never in 
danger, Bartos emphasized.

Benefiel emphasized that both the 
church and Bartos have, “been ab-
solutely great to work with and have 
kept us in the loop from the time the 
problems with the west wall were dis-
covered.”

“There were problems with that 
wall long before Dimond Bros. was in 
the building,” he said.

Bennett agreed, noting the bricks 
local residents were trying to pick 
up after the wall fell were most likely 
more than 100 years old. 

The church now owns the property 
from the north-south alley between 
the former bank down to — but not 
including Savoia’s, Bennett said. 

“It has always been our intention to 
tear down the buildings and we were 
trying to get our ducks in order,” he 
explained. There are some projects 
that must be completed before the 
building is razed Bennett said — 
including safe removal of asbestos 

ICONIC STRUCTURE ON THE SQUARE IS FAILING

Nancy  Zeman/The Prairie Press

A portion of the west wall of the former Citizens National Bank building fell early Saturday morning, Sept. 21, on the 
south side of the square. A safety wall has been erected by the present owners, First Christiam Church (Disciples of 
Christ) who intend to demolish the building and erect a multi-purpose building for the congregation.

BY GARY HENRY
ghenry@prairiepress.net

CHRISMAN – The strain 
of not reaching a workable 
solution for funding the 
Northern Edgar County Am-
bulance Service is starting to 
wear on the board members.

Several times during the 
Tuesday, Sept. 24, ambulance 
board meeting, it was stated a 
decision is needed and cannot 
be delayed any longer. The 
ambulance board is made up 
of representatives from the 
Prairie, Edgar, Shiloh, Young 
America and Ross townships 
boards, the village boards of 
Hume and Metcalf and City 
of Chrisman. 

These jurisdictions came 
together in the 1980s and cre-

ated a volunteer ambulance 
service with each community 
providing funding based on a 
share of the population.

Times are different from 
when the ambulance first or-
ganized. People are not vol-
unteering to staff the ambu-
lance and state regulations for 
required training also make 
it difficult for individuals to 
afford the training and then 
volunteer.

Those who pursue EMT 
and paramedic training do so 
as a career choice and seek 
full-time employment. Mon-
ey contributed by the nine ju-
risdictions totals only $22,000 
annually. While the ambu-
lance service nets between 
$200,000 and $260,000 from 

billing for services, that is not 
enough to pay people to staff 
an ambulance around the 
clock and meet the other op-
erational expenses

“Without funding, you 
can’t pay staff and without 
staff, you can’t run an ambu-
lance,” said ambulance coordi-
nator Jeremy Neal. 

He noted one person that 
was working close to 90 hours 
a week has resigned and an-
other person is close to re-
signing. NECAS has lost sev-
eral people during 2019 as the 
long hours, with little pay, has 
taken a toll. Neal expressed a 
worry it may not be possible 
to staff the ambulance during 
all of October. 

The NECAS board started 

earlier this year with the idea 
of creating a special service 
area to collect a dedicated tax 
to support the ambulance. A 
tax rate of 20 cents on each 
$100 of assessed value on 
homes can bring in more than 
$250,000 to cover payroll and 
provide some extra money for 
updating equipment and set-
ting aside a fund for eventually 
replacing the ambulance. That 
did not happen and it is now 
too late to create a special ser-
vice area that can collect taxes 
in 2020. The earliest tax fund-
ing can be received through a 
special service area is 2021.

Aside from staffing issues, it 
is unlikely the ambulance can 
survive that long as reserve 
funds are dwindling every 

month. One of the two ambu-
lances went out of service in 
September with a blown head 
gasket and requires a new en-
gine.

Neal said the motor that 
failed was still under warranty 
so there is no charge for a new 
engine, but NECAS may have 
to pay more than $2,000 in 
labor for the work of putting 
the new engine into the am-
bulance.

One funding option is 
having townships taxing to 
the maximum and increas-
ing payments as a stopgap to 
carry the ambulance service 
until a permanent solution is 
reached. 

Daren Craig, the Edgar 
See NECAS, Page 8A

Old bank wall collapses

Nancy Zeman/The Prairie Press

This concrete panel, estimated to 
weigh 500 pounds, simply slipped 
down the exterior west wall of the 
former Citizens National Bank 
building early Saturday, Sept. 21. 
The bricks are estimated to be 100 
years old.

New water 
line receives 
$1.75 million 
support loan
BY NED JENISON
njenison@mac.com

Paperwork to move the north 
water main extension along, and 
financial support for the growth of 
a major local industry, were autho-
rized at this week’s meeting of the 
Paris City Council.

Council members approved 
a federal agreement to apply for 
a $1.75 million loan to help fi-
nance the new water line. Planned 
for construction next year, it will 
bring water service north along 
state Route 1 to the Equity plant 
at Horace and continue to the U.S. 
Route 36 intersection at the south 
edge of Chrisman. There it will 
furnish water for the Chrisman 
city water system, replacing wells, 
which have failed to meet current 
water quality standards.

The exact amount of the loan 
will not be known until construc-
tion specifications and land ease-
ments are completed. However a 
key feature of the agreement is the 
forgiveness of a major portion of 
the loan. The remainder will be re-
paid through water use charges.

Also approved was a grant of 
$300,000 to the Simonton Win-
dows operation in the city’s west 
industrial area. PlyGem Holdings, 
the corporate owner of Simonton 
Windows, has invested $5.7 mil-
lion for production of a new line of 
replacement windows and doors, 
with an increased workforce of up 
to 50 employees. The grant is for 
plant improvements, and made 
through the TIF (Tax Increment 
Finance) Redevelopment District, 
Mayor Craig Smith explained.

Public Safety Commissioner 
Drew Griffin commended city 
forces including the fire and po-
lice departments for quick action 
after a section of the west wall of 
the former Citizens Bank building 
collapsed over the weekend, falling 
into an adjacent alley.

Griffin brought the council 
up to date on action taken by the 
building’s current owners, the First 
Christian Church, to safeguard the 
public and adjacent businesses. By 
Monday the front of the building 
facing Court Street on the south 
side of the square had a perma-
nent barricade in place and the 
alley leading from Court Street re-
mained closed off. 

This is the entertainment area 
for this weekend’s Kiwanis Honey-
bee Festival activity. After that the 
street will reopen for one lane of 
eastbound traffic while the church 
determines the next steps toward 
removing the rest of the old bank 
building.

Halloween Trick or Treat hours 
were re-established within the 
city limits for Oct. 31. They again 
are from 5 to 8 p.m. and apply to 
children age 12 and under. Mayor 
Smith urged visits to be limited to 
homes with lights on, and prefera-
bly to known friends or family.

The police investigations build-
ing on Washington Street will get 

See PARIS, Page 8ASee WALL, Page 8A



MONDAY

COMMUNITY KITCHEN
The community kitchen serves 
from 4:30-6 p.m. every Monday, 
weather permitting, and exclusive 
of holidays, at the Human 
Resources Center, 118 E. Court 
Street, Paris.

FIRST RESPONDER DAY 
L&A Family Farms is hosting First 
Responder Day at the farm 1 p.m. 
Sunday, Sept. 29. The Vermilion 
Fire Department is bringing fire 
trucks to the farms so kids and 
adults can get an up-close look at 
the equipment. 

TUESDAY

EVENING TOPS MEETING
TOPS Illinois #2318 meets every 
Tuesday in the basement of the 
Presbyterian Church. Weigh-
in starts at 5:45 p.m. and the 
meeting is 7 p.m. Contact Janice 
Stevens at 217-808-0078 for 
more information.

WEIGHT WATCHERS MEETING
Weight Watchers meets every 
Tuesday in the basement of the 
Edgar County Farm Bureau build-
ing, 210 W. Washington, Paris. 
Weigh-in starts at 5 p.m. and 
the meeting begins at 5:30 p.m. 
Information about the Weight 
Watchers system is available at 
www.weightwatchers.com, or by 
attending a meeting.

PARIS 95 COMMITTEE MEETS
The Paris 95 school district 
has three committee meetings 
Sept. 30 at 300 S. Eads, and the 
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HOME ENERGY ASSISTANCE PROGRAM SIGNUPS OCT. 1
The Illinois Department of Commerce and Economic Oppor-
tunity (DCEO) recently announced seniors and people with 
disabilities can begin applying for winter heating assistance Oct. 
1 through the Home Energy Assistance Program (HEAP). 
Customers must bring all required documentation when apply-
ing for assistance, including:
Proof of gross income from all household members for the 30-
day income period beginning with the date of the application.
A copy of current heat and electric bills issued within the last 
30 days (if they pay for their energy directly).
A copy of their rental agreement (if they are renting) showing 
that utilities are included, the monthly rental amount and land-
lord contact information.
Proof of Social Security numbers for all household members.
Proof the household received TANF or other benefits, such 
as Medical Eligibility or SNAP, if receiving assistance from the 
Illinois Department of Human Services.
Disconnected households and families with children age 5 or 
under can begin applying for HEAP assistance Nov. 1. Individuals 
not eligible for priority enrollment can apply beginning Dec. 1.

SHARE YOUR EVENT
Community events are published for free as space allows.  
For inclusion in the community calendar, submit the name of the 
event, a brief description of it, location, cost to attend (if any), a 
contact name and phone number/email for the public. To submit:

Email: nzeman@prairiepress.net
Mail: Community Calendar, 101 N. Central, Paris, Ill., 61944
Questions? call 217-921-3216.

DON’T MISS

PLAN YOUR WEEK

LOCAL FORECAST

 TODAY SUNDAY MONDAY  TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY

85   65
Prec: 10%

88   68
Prec: 0%

92   70
Prec: 0%

92   71
Prec: 0%

89   62
Prec: 0%

73   49
Prec: 30%

70   47
Prec: 0%

TODAY — Early morning rain gives way 
to mostly cloudy skies. Highs reach the 
mid 80s.

SUNDAY — Well above average highs in the 
upper 80s under partly sunny skies.

MONDAY — Mostly sunny and breezy with 
near record-setting highs in the lower 90s.

Values are afternoon highs ... overnight lows (next morning) ... chance for precipitation. 

ALMANAC SUN AND MOON
 Sun Moon
 Rise Set  Rise Set
TODAY 6:45 a.m. 6:37 p.m. 7:36 a.m. 7:37 p.m.

SATURDAY 6:46 a.m. 6:35 p.m. 8:50 a.m. 8:11 p.m.

SUNDAY 6:47 a.m. 6:34 p.m. 10:02 a.m. 8:47 p.m.

MONDAY 6:48 a.m. 6:29 p.m. 11:12 a.m. 9:27 p.m.

TUESDAY 6:49 a.m. 6:27 p.m. 12:19 p.m. 10:11 p.m.

WEDNESDAY 6:50 a.m. 6:26 p.m. 1:20 p.m. 10:59 p.m.

THURSDAY 6:51 a.m. 6:24 p.m. 2:14 p.m. 11:51 p.m.

Paris through noon Tuesday.

Temperature
High/Low . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .73°/50°
Record High . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 95° in 1939
Record Low. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 27° in 1942

Precipitation
Month to date . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1.87”
Normal month to date . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2.99”
Year to date . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 35.83”
Normal year to date . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 31.37”

NORMAL:    High: 73   Low: 50     More weather: go to www.prairiepress.net and click on weather. 

EVERETT LAU
EVERETT LAU

Weather
Wizard

@elau_weather on Twitter
@EdgarCoWx on Twitter

Paris Area Weather 

ACCURACY CHECKS
Everyone makes mistakes.  

We strive to make fewer of 
them.  

It is our policy to check every 
story for its accuracy. If you 
were contacted for an article 
and the information wasn’t ver-
ified, please contact Publisher 
Nancy Zeman at 217-921-3216 
or nzeman@prairiepress.net. 

If you spot a factual error,  
let us know that, too. 

BE A PART OF OUR PAPER
We invite our readers and the 

Edgar County community to 
join the discussion to make your 
newspaper better. 

We’d love to hear what you 
think. Drop us an email or stop 
by the office.

Have you got a news tip? 
Call us at 217-921-3216, email 
us at nzeman@prairiepress.net 
or ghenry@prairiepress.net or 
message us on Facebook. 

We always welcome family, 
club, church and community 
news for publication in The 
Prairie Press/Paris Beacon-
News. 

TALK BACK

ABOUT US

Business office: 101 N. Central 
Ave., Paris, IL  61944

Office hours: 8:30 a.m.-5:30 p.m.
Phone: 217-921-3216
Publisher: Nancy Roberts Zeman
Editor: Gary Henry
Contributors: Suzanne Williams, 
Ruth Patchett, Ned Jenison, Rog-
er Stanley and Danny Briseno.
Sports: Jeremy  Patterson, Jeff 
Chambers, Dan Dundas, Tim 
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Adonna Bennett, Tina Jones, 
Christian Colvin, Cindy Spencer 
and Danny Briseno
Bookkeeper: Barbara Gard/Kim 
Stewart
Advertising: Nancy Zeman/Kim 
Stewart
Ad Design: Jennifer Macke
Page Design: Samantha Tucker, 

Nancy Zeman
Deadlines: Community news 

submissions are due 5 p.m. 

Wednesday prior to the 
Saturday publication.  Adver-
tising (display or classifieds 
ads) are due 1 p.m. Thursday 
prior to the Saturday publica-
tion. 

About Us: The Prairie Press 
Paris Beacon News (USPS 
420580) is published weekly 
on Saturday by Prairie Bea-
con LLC and is delivered to 
residents in and around Edgar 
County, Clark County, Doug-
las County, Vermilion County 
and Coles County, Ill. 

The publisher assumes no liability 
through typographical error 
and in no event will liability 
be assumed for merchandise 
incorrectly priced. 

 Copyright 2019 by Prairie Beacon 
LLC. All rights reserved. Re-
production in whole or in part 
without written permission is 
prohibited. 
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Prairie Beacon, LLC
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Gary Henry, editor

The Prairie Press/Paris Beacon News Volume 6 No. 4 is published weekly 
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The Prairie Press/Paris Beacon News at 101 N. Central Ave, Paris, IL 61944.

Paris Beacon-News

public is welcome to attend. The 
Behavior Intervention Committee 
meets at 5:30 p.m.; the Parent/
Teacher Advisory Committee 
meets at 5:30 p.m.; and the Safe-
ty/Threat Assessment Commit-
tee Meeting is at 6 p.m.

THURSDAY

MORNING TOPS MEETINGS
TOPS #IL 1563 meets every 
Thursday morning at the Highland 
Manor Community Room with 
weigh-ins beginning at 8 a.m. and 
the meeting starting at 9 a.m. 
More information is available by 
attending a meeting or calling Jo 

Ellen Edmonds at 251-4722.

FRIDAY

ART EXHIBIT AT LINK ART 
GALLERY
The new art exhibit at Paris’ Link 
Art Gallery is Art Currents featur-
ing works by members of the River 
City Art Association. The artworks 
are on display until Oct. 4 during 
the gallery hours of 10 a.m.-4 p.m. 
Tuesday through Friday.

UPCOMING

METCALF FOOD DISTRIBUTION
Catholic Charities of Mattoon is 

doing a Mobile Food Run 11 a.m. 
Oct. 5 at the Metcalf Fire Station. 
The event provides large boxes 
filled with non-perishable food 
items to 35 people. Distribution 
of the food boxes in on a first 
come, first served basis. All Edgar 
County residents are eligible to 
participate. Participants are not 
required to provide identification 
to receive a box of food but they 
must sign a document verifying 
address. 

HISTORICAL SOCIETY OPEN
The Edgar County Historical 
Society is open from 10 a.m.-3 
p.m. today and the first and third 
Saturdays of every month for 
2019

BLACKHAWK NATURE WALK
A free nature walk in Blackhawk 
Park is 8:30 a.m. Oct. 5. Joy 
Turner leads the approximately 
one-hour walk highlighting signs 
of the changing season with fall 
wildflowers, birds and turning 
leaves. Those taking the walk 
need to meet Turner prior to 8:30 
a.m. in the parking lot. 

NOODLE DINNER
The Eastern Star at Marshall is 
having a fundraising beef/chick-
en noodle dinner 4-7 p.m. Oct. 5 
at 302 S. 6th Street.

FREE CPR COURSE
Horizon Health will offer a free 
Adult/Child/Infant CPR/AED 
course 8 a.m.-1 p.m. Oct. 7, in Con-
ference Room D, on the second 
floor of Paris Community Hospital. 
This non-healthcare provider 
course is for the community only 
and teaches basic CPR and the 
use of an automated external 
defibrillator (AED), which is used 
in cases of life threatening cardiac 
events. Participants will receive a 
certificate of completion following 
the class, which is free. An official 
CPR/AED certification card from 
the American Heart Association 
is optional for $25. To register for 
the class, email Whitney Sprinkle 
at WSprinkle@myhorizonhealth.
org. or call or call 217-466-4045. 
When calling, leave a name and 
phone number to be automatical-
ly registered.

WOMEN’S NIGHT OUT AT 
CASTLE FINN WINERY
Horizon Health’s Women’s Night 
Out health series is 6-7:30 p.m. 
Oct. 8 at Castle Finn Winery. 
Seating is limited. More informa-
tion is available by contacting 
Christina Hoffman at choffman@
myhorizonhealth.org or 217-466-
4294.

CLARK COMMUNITY EXPO
A Clark County Community Expo 
coordinated by Whispering Oaks 
Senior Living, SAO and Soyland 
Access to Independent Living is 
9-11 a.m. Oct. 10 at Harlan Hall 
in Marshall. More information is 
available by calling Amy at 217-
3456-7245.

Paris • 101 S. Central Ave. • 465-6381

firstmid.com

Darla McClure
Retail Loan Officer
NMLS#1786317
dmcclure@firstmid.com
217-465-0211

Return coupon to Darla at First Mid and receive this special offer.

FREE APPRAISAL
with a new First Mid Purchase Mortgage Application.

UP TO $400 CREDIT.

SUBJECT TO TERMS AND APPROVAL. 
ONE DISCOUNT OFFER PER CUSTOMER. 

MAXIMUM CREDIT $400.

OFFER GOOD FOR OWNER-
OCCUPIED PURCHASE 

MORTGAGE APPLICATIONS 
RECEIVED THROUGH 12/31/2019.

Ask us about financing with  
LESS THAN 20% DOWN!

Settle in with a Low Down Payment!

Visit us online and click on

to start the process!

FINANCE A HOME
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It’s like

BIG BANK
REWARDS

with a community
 bank heart.

Free Kasasa checking rewards you in ways 
you might not think a community bank 

could.  But the best part is, you don’t have 
to go to some big bank to get it.

Qualifications vary by account.  Account transactions and activities 
may take one or more days to post and settle to the account and all

 must do so during the Monthly Qualification Cycle in order to qualify 
for account’s rewards.  See a customer service representative for details.  

Kasasa is a trademark of Kasasa, Ltd. Registered in the USA
*Overdraft/Returned Item fees may apply 

BANKPROSPECT.COM

AUCTION
Antiques, Collectibles, 

Automotive, Household etc.  
Wednesday, October 9th, 2019

10:00AM Chrisman, Illinois
 at the Southeast corner of the 
Highway 1 and 36 intersection

Old lard press, pump organ, chemistry class scale encased in 
glass, hardware store scale, large armoire, antique dressers, 

tables, chairs, desks, trunks, mid-Century furniture,
 possum-belly kitchen cupboard, other kitchen cupboards, 
artwork, quilts, stoneware, sad irons, glassware, reference 
books, lamps, rugs, mirrors, headboards/foot boards, old
manual typewriter, blue painted chimney cupboard, china 

cabinet, cookie jars, McCoy pottery, vintage bicycles, 
automotive manuals and old 4WD new stock parts, cash 

registers, cb radios, vintage puzzles, film splicer, upholstered 
chairs, patio furniture, decorative items, Longaberger table 

set, trucker caps and much more not listed!

More photos available at www.tuckerwood.com

AUCTION

Tucker Wood Auctions
217-822-2386

IL License 441.001382

Family Owned and Operated Since 1950
RESIDENTIAL• COMMERCIAL• INDUSTRIAL• WASTE  REMOVAL

“Where Service Makes the Difference”
4yd-40yd ROLL OFF CONTAINERS AVAILABLE

www.ingrumwastedisposal.com

DISPOSAL PARIS, ILINGRUM WASTE

Spring Clean-Up

Winter Preparation

kathyingrum@hotmail.com

217-465-3335

ADVERTISING:
The engine of this free

2nd Annual Dine and Dance 
 

OUR GENEROUS 
SPONSORS 

 
Church Insurance 

 

Edward D. Jones (Christian Colvin) 
 

Feutz Contractors 
 

First Farmers Bank and Trust 
 

First Mid Bank and Trust 
 

Krogers 
 

Heidi Mitchell 
 

Horizon Health 
 

Ingrum’s Waste 
 

Longview Bank 
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Thank you to Superintendent Jeremy Larson for your leadership. 
 

Thank you Cynthia Belt for organizing the event and giving manners lessons to our students. 
 

Thank you Principal Megan Carroll for supporting the idea and helping with the planning. 
 

Thank you Mike Morris for all of the behind-the-scenes work. 
 

Thank you Jerry Thurman and District 95 Maintenance for setting up our dining room. 
 

Thank you to the Carolyn Wenz Staff for always pitching in to make it work. 
 

Thank you to Jessica Mayhugh for the gorgeous centerpieces and the fancy place cards. 
 

Thank you to BJ Fessant for DJing again this year. 
 

Thank you to Melinda Young for taking the photos at the photo booth. 
 

Thank you to Sharon Evitt, Joanie Smith, and Front Street Market Crew for the delicious meal. 
 

Thank you Nancy Zeman of the Prairie Press for your press coverage. 
 

Thank you to Tom Lissela from WMMC Radio for terrific photographs. 
 

Thank you Amy Perry and Gary Doughan for helping to seat our students. 
 

Thank you to the District 95 School Board for your support. 
 

Paris American Legion Post 211 
 

Paris Clinic Pharmacy 
 

Pearman Pharmacy 
 

Prairie Press 
 

Prospect Bank 
 

State Farm (Terry Elston) 
 

Stewart & Carroll Funeral Home 
 

Templeton Funeral Home 
 

VFW Auxillary 
 

VFW Post 3601 
 

Wal-Mart 

 

 

Dr. Lauren Fore 
 

Fire Chief Brian Gates 
 

Dr. Manish Gorasiya 
 

Police Chief Mike Henness 
 

Erica Hollis 
 

Cindy Mathis 
 

Officer Matt McConnell 
 

Chris Piper with WTHI 

Mary Ann Sedletzeck   
 

Dr. Rahat Sheikh 
 

Hellie Smith 
 

Tiffany Snedeker 
 

Dr. Kumar Sudvadiya 
 

Police Sergeant Rich Wilson 
 

Sheriff Jeff Wood 
 

Nancy Zeman 
 

3rd Annual Dine & Dance  a success
Our Generous

Sponsors
Church Insurance

Rotary
Kiwanis

First Farmers Bank & Trust
First Mid Bank & Trust

Jones & Griffin Law
First Neighbor Bank

Horizon Health
Ingrum’s Waste

Paris American Legion Post 211
Paris Clinic Pharmacy

Pearman Pharmacy
The Prairie Press

State Farm (Terry Elston)
Stewart & Carroll Funeral Home

Templeton Funeral Home
VFW Auxiliary

VFW Post 3601 
Wal-Mart

Judy Sutton
Mary Ann Sedletzech

Dr. Rahat Sheikh
Jamey Littleton

Dr. Kumar Sudvadiya
Sheriff Jeff Wood

Amanda Bell
Nancy Zeman

Celebrity Waiters

Thank You!
to everyone who made the Wenz School

Dr. Lauren Fore
Fire Chief Brian Gates
Dr. Manish Gorasiya

Police Chief Eric Brown
Amy Perry

Queen Teresa Twigg
Officer Matt McConnell

HONEYBEE QUEENS

Special to The Prairie Press

Honeybee royalty for the 2019 festival are Princess Morgan 
Gann, left, and Queen Carah Colvin, right. 

BY GARY HENRY
ghenry@prairiepress.net

Talks between Horizon 
Health, Edgar County and 
Paris city officials have started 

regarding the 
creation of 
one buildinvg 
to house all 
e m e r g e n c y 
services.

E d g a r 
C o u n t y 
Board mem-
ber Andy Pat-
rick briefed 
other board 
m e m b e r s 
about this 
new develop-
ment during 
the board’s 

study session Monday, Sept. 
23. In addition to Patrick, the 
initial discussion was attended 
by Edgar County Sheriff Jeff 
Wood, Paris Fire Chief Brian 
Gates, Paris Police Chief Eric 
Brown and Horizon Health 
staff.

“We talked about the pos-
sibility of coordinating and 
collecting all emergency ser-
vices in one area,” said Patrick, 
adding this approach is being 
pushed by the federal govern-
ment.

Samantha McCarty, who 
heads the Horizon Health 
ambulance service in addition 
to other duties at the hospi-
tal, said the initial talk about 
a public safety building arose 
from Horizon Health’s de-
veloping plan to build a new 
structure for an ambulance 
bay that is equipped with of-
fice space, sleeping and living 
quarters and an exercise space.

“We don’t want to build it 
and then find we should have 
added more space,” said Mc-
Carty.

A new building, McCarty 
said, does not have to be on 
the hospital campus if a more 
central location is desired for 
stationing fire trucks.

Patrick noted the buildings 
currently used by the Paris Po-
lice Department and the Par-
is Fire Department are older 
structures that will eventually 
need work. 

County board chairman Jeff 
Voigt said combining all ser-
vices into one space may be an 
advantage in seeking federal 
grants for construction.

A centralized public safety 
building can conceivably in-
clude the ambulance service, 
the Emergency Services and 
Disaster Agency office, the 
911 emergency dispatch cen-
ter, police headquarters, the 
fire department and the sher-
iff ’s office. 

“It is a public safety build-
ing where a woman can safely 
leave an unwanted newborn 
and serve as a cooling and 
heating center,” said McCarty. 
“That’s where the grant dollars 
are. We have to push thinking 
outside the box.”

County board member Karl 
Farnham Jr. raised a caution-
ary note. 

“What if a tornado comes 
and wipes it out? If 100 per-
cent of everything is there, 
where is the backup?” Farn-
ham asked. 

It was agreed if the idea 
develops, creating back ups 
systems and contingencies 
must be part of the planning 

Public safety building talks starting
Jail closing talks with 
IDOC are ongoing 

process.
From Voigt’s perspective, 

the three questions facing the 
county board are: is there in-
terest to pursue such a project, 
how does the funding work 
and how much square footage 
does the county need as part 
of the space.

“If we do this, we need to 
review all of our structures, in-
cluding the treasurer’s office, 
and what we can expect as 
their useful life,” said Patrick.

The county treasurer and 
the supervisor of assessments 
are located in a metal pole 
barn type of building on Cen-
tral Street, across from the 
courthouse.

County board members 
had no objections to explor-
ing the idea of a public safety 
building.

“It never hurts to gather in-
formation,” said board mem-
ber John Chittick. 

What was not mentioned in 
this discussion is if a jail will be 
part of the talks. Outside pres-
sure from the county’s insur-
ance provider and the Illinois 
Department of Corrections is 
prompting the county board to 
seriously consider closing the 
jail. 

The IDOC 
inspects all 
local jails to 
make sure 
they are com-
pliant with 
reg ulat ions 
for staffing 
and the facil-
ities needed 
for incarcer-
ating people. 
Such reports 
have been 
critical of the 
county jail for 
several years.

“The last jail report talked 
of taking the issue to the U.S. 
Attorney,” said Voigt. “Most of 
it has to do with training and 
jail operation. Some of it is 
structural issues.”

According to Voigt, the 
county has two apparent op-
tions at this time. The first is 
to close the jail entirely and 
pay to house inmates in other 
counties. Part of the current 
building may still be operable 
for administrative purposes, 
with the 911 emergency call 
center and dispatching ser-
vices continuing in the space. 
A booking room and holding 
cell might also be allowed to 

continue in use while arrange-
ments are made to transport 
an arrested person to another 
jail. The holding cell would be 
a temporary arrangement and 
nobody would be housed in it 
overnight.

The second option is to 
permanently close the oldest 
portion of the jail where two 
19th century style cell blocks 
are located and make some re-
pairs and staffing adjustments 
in the 1970s era addition to 
the jail to keep that space open 
for housing about 18 inmates. 
Long-term inmates and female 
prisoners will go elsewhere.

Voigt said an engineer is re-
viewing the jail.

“We want to make sure 
that all employees that work 
in the building, and the ones 
we house in that building are 
safe,” said Voigt.

The conversations about 
closing the jail are far ranging 
and include a diverse group of 
people. Those involved with 
the discussion are IDOC, in-
surance representatives, union 
representatives for the depu-
ties and corrections officers 
working at the jail, the coun-
ty’s labor attorney about the 

necessary steps to protect em-
ployees and inmates during 
transport and the proper way 
to treat inmates during that 
process, the Edgar County 
State’s Attorney and the judg-
es working in the Edgar Coun-
ty Courthouse.

“We met with the judges 
and they are looking at alter-
natives to incarceration,” said 
Farnham.

Voigt stressed no decision 
and no vote has been taken at 
any time to close the jail, but 
the latest finding from IDOC 
and the insurance company 
prompted board members to 
begin discussing the issue on a 

PATRICK

VOIGT

THE LAST JAIL REPORT  
TALKED OF TAKING THE ISSUE 

TO THE U.S. ATTORNEY. MOST OF 
IT HAS TO DO WITH TRAINING 

AND JAIL OPERATION. SOME OF 
IT IS STRUCTURAL ISSUES.”

JEFF VOIGT
EDGAR COUNTY BOARD CHAIRMAN, REGARDING THE POSSIBILITY OF CLOSING THE EDGAR 

COUNTY JAIL.

wide front. The goal is to have 
a plan in place for making an 
informed decision before the 
county’s new fiscal year starts 
on Dec. 1.  

“We don’t want to close the 
jail if we don’t have to, but we 
may not have a choice,” said 
Voigt.

Some of the information 
still being gathered is what it 
will cost to house prisoners in 
other jails and the transporta-
tion expense for getting them 
to other localities and bring-
ing some of them back multi-
ple times for court appearanc-
es as a case progresses.

Another unknown is what 
closing the jail means for the 
SmartWatt plan to make the 
county more energy efficient 
and create cost savings to fi-
nance the work. A large com-
ponent to that plan included 
replacing the antiquated boil-
er at the jail. The age of the 
boiler is such that it may fail 
at any time and the planned 
replacement was regarded as a 
necessary measure.

“It’s tough. It’s a moving tar-
get,” Patrick said of how the jail 
now fits into the SmartWatt 
plan.

One op-
tion is to re-
move the jail 
and perhaps 
add it back lat-
er, but board 
member Der-
rick Lorenzen 
q uest i o n ed 
the wisdom 
of that ap-
proach. He 
said removing 
the jail and 
re i n s t at i n g 
it later likely 
negates any 
savings creat-

ed through the SmartWatt plan 
and makes the county fully lia-
ble for all of the expense.

The other option is to go 
ahead with the plan as it now 
stands, which already has a 
low-interest financing pack-
age as part of the deal. If a new 
boiler is not needed at the jail, 
the county does not have to do 
that and can use that money to 
help pay back the financing
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It’s Honeybee time!
Follow the Bee’s to the Honey Hole

(making room for new products)

Bush & Busch Lt. 30 pks

$16.98

Beam Devil Cut

High West Rye

Goldschlager

Old Camp

Redemtion Bourbon

Glenlivet

Pearl Cucumber Vodka Yellow Tail

James Oliver Whiskey

Woodbridge

Assorted 200 ml of Brandy Vodka Tequila

Enjoy the 
Honeybee 
Festival

ASHER & SMITH
Attorney’s at Law

(217)
465-6444

1119 N. Main St.  •  Paris, Illinois

General Practice with Emphasis in:

Personal Injury

Workers’ Compensation

Wills and Estate Planning

Estate Administration

Real Estate

S. Craig Smith*
craig@ashersmithlaw.com

Robert Morris

*“Million Dollar 
Advocates Forum 

Member”

Live Glass Blowing 
9:30 a.m. to 6 p.m.

Enjoy glass blowing and shopping for gifts
We can personalize a special gift 

with engraving or etching

Larkfield  Glass
Open House

Saturday, October 5

(217) 251-1987

West from Paris on 133 / North on 
1200E / West 3 miles on 1200N

BY SUZANNE WILLIAMS
swilliamsprairiepress@gmail.com

A judge ordered prison time 
for an Indiana woman during 
the sentencing hearing for a 
serious drug felony conviction.

Jami H. Murdock, 33, Clin-
ton, Ind., appeared Sept. 19 for 
sentencing on a Class 1 felony 
possession of methamphet-
amine more than 15 grams but 
less than 100 grams. She was 
sentenced to five years in the 
Illinois Department of Cor-
rections with credit for 56 days 
previously served, court costs 
and various state fees.

In exchange for Murdock’s 
previous guilty plea, the state 
dismissed a Class X felony de-
livery of methamphetamine 
and a Class 4 felony posses-
sion of a controlled substance 
charges.

Other individuals appearing 
before the bench for the Sept. 
16 and Sept. 19 criminal and 
traffic calls included:

IN CUSTODY
nJason R. Ball, 41, no ad-

dress provided, appeared in 
custody and was charged with 
a Class 2 felony failure to regis-
ter as a sex offender and a Class 
3 felony illegal possession of 
a weapon by a convicted fel-
on. The public defender was 
appointed and the matter was 
continued for the preliminary 
hearing. He was remanded to 
custody pending posting of 
bond.
nChristina J. Bapp, 23, Par-

is, appeared in custody and was 
charged with a Class A misde-

meanor domestic battery. The 
public defender was appointed 
and bond was set at $2,500. 
The matter was continued for 
a first appearance with counsel. 
Her bond conditions include 
she is to have no contact with 
the apparent victim or the 
victim’s residence. Bapp was 
remanded to custody pending 
posting of bond.
nWilliam E. Barnett, 52, 

Foley, Ala., appeared in cus-
tody. His unresolved Class A 
misdemeanor theft and a Class 
B misdemeanor criminal tres-
passing charges were contin-
ued for a pretrial conference. 
He was remanded to custody 
pending posting of bond.
nEric J. Carter, 23, Paris, 

appeared in custody and was 
charged with a Class 2 felony 
aggravated domestic battery 
and a Class A misdemeanor 
domestic battery. The public 
defender was appointed and 
the matter was continued for 
the preliminary hearing. He 
was remanded to custody 
pending posting of bond.
nCynthia D. Christopher, 

54, Paris, appeared in custody. 
She was charged with a Class 
B misdemeanor criminal tres-
passing. The public defender 
was appointed. Bond was set 
at $1,500 and the matter was 
continued for a first appear-
ance with counsel. She was 
remanded to custody pending 
posting of bond.
nEthan C. Ervin, 26, Ross-

ville, appeared in custody of 
the Illinois Department of 
Corrections. He waived the 

Edgar County Circuit Court news Sept. 16 and 19
preliminary hearing, plead-
ed guilty to a Class 2 felony 
burglary charge and was sen-
tenced to four years in the 
IDOC to run concurrently 
with his Vermilion County 
conviction, a $500 fine, court 
costs and various state fees. 
He was remanded to custody 
of IDOC.
nDakota B. Furry, 24, Par-

is, appeared in custody. He 
was charged with a Class 2 
felony burglary and a Class 3 
felony theft. He told the court 
he will hire an attorney. The 
matter was continued for the 
preliminary hearing. Furry was 
remanded to custody pending 
posting of bond.
nNathan W. Hale, 31, Par-

is, appeared in custody and 
entered a negotiated guilty 
plea to a Class 4 felony theft 
and a Class 4 felony crimi-
nal trespassing charges and 
was sentenced to two years 
in the Illinois Department 
of Corrections on each con-
viction to run concurrently 
and credit for 109 days previ-
ously served, a $500 fine for 
both counts, court costs and 
various state fees. He was re-
manded to custody pending 
transportation to IDOC. In 
exchange for the guilty plea, 
the state dismissed a Class 2 
felony burglary charge. 
nSpencer E. Haley, 28, Par-

is, appeared in custody and was 
charged with a Class 3 felony 
possession of methamphet-
amine, a Class 4 felony induce-
ment of suicide and a Class 4 
felony obstruction of justice. 
Bond was set at $25,000 and 
the matter continued for a first 
appearance with counsel. Ha-
ley was remanded to custody 
pending posting of bond.
nDustin Halfacre, 32, Rock-

ville, Ind., appeared in custody 
for missing a previous court 
appearance. He admitted a pe-
tition to revoke his probation 
sentence for a Class 1 felony 
residential burglary conviction 
and a Class 4 felony possession 
of a controlled substance con-
viction. He was granted a per-
sonal recognizance bond and 
the matter was continued for 
the sentencing hearing. He was 
remanded to custody pending 
release processing.
nJoshua D. Means, 26, Met-

calf, appeared in custody, and 
pleaded not guilty with a jury 
trial demand to a Class 4 felony 
criminal damage to property 
and a Class A misdemeanor 
criminal trespassing charges. 
He was granted a bond re-
duction to $5,000 from the 
original bond of $10,000. The 
matter was continued for a 
pretrial conference. Means was 
remanded to custody pending 
posting of bond.
nJeremy L. Stephens, 38, 

Oblong, appeared in custody 
of the Crawford County Sher-
iff’s Department and pleaded 
guilty to a Class C misdemean-
or disorderly conduct. He was 
sentenced to 30 days in jail 
with credit for two days previ-
ously served and the remaining 
time to be served concurrent-
ly with his Crawford County 
conviction, a $75 fine, court 
costs and various state fees. He 
was remanded to custody to 
serve his jail sentence.

CHARGES
nCandace L. Bell, 39, Paris, 

was presented with a petition 
to revoke her probation sen-
tence for a Class 2 felony deliv-
ery of methamphetamine con-
viction. The public defender 
was appointed and the matter 
was continued for a first ap-
pearance with counsel.
nJohn L. Bell, 37, Terre 

Haute, Ind., was charged with 
a Class A misdemeanor driving 
on a suspended license. The 
public defender was appoint-
ed and the matter was contin-
ued for a first appearance with 
counsel.
nFerrell W. Boren, 51, Par-

is, was charged with a Class A 
misdemeanor possession of 
drug paraphernalia. The public 
defender was appointed and 
the matter was continued for a 
first appearance with counsel.
nCharles D. Brookins, 58, 

Kansas, was charged with a 
Class A misdemeanor driving 
on a revoked license. The pub-
lic defender was appointed. 
The matter was continued for 
a first appearance with counsel.
nDallas D. Deweese, 50, 

Paris, was charged with a Class 
3 felony failure to return from a 
furlough. The public defender 
was appointed and the matter 
was continued for the prelimi-
nary hearing. 
nCourtni A. Hays, 33, Paris, 

was charged with a Class 2 felo-
ny theft. She has hired an attor-
ney. The matter was continued 
for the preliminary hearing.
nAvery M. Morgan, 27, Par-

is, was charged with a Class A 
misdemeanor domestic bat-
tery. The public defender got 
the case and the matter was 
continued for a first appear-
ance with counsel.
nMark D. Morris, 25, Par-

is, was charged with a Class 4 
felony obstruction of justice, a 
Class A misdemeanor fleeing 
from police and a Class A mis-
demeanor criminal damage to 
property. The public defender 
was appoiontedand the matter 
was continued for the prelimi-
nary hearing.
nDanielle L. Stone, 37, Par-

is, was charged with a Class A 
misdemeanor possession of a 
hypodermic syringe. The pub-
lic defender was appointed. 

The matter was continued for 
a first appearance with counsel.

GUILTY PLEAS
nKeith A. Addcox, 32, Par-

is, entered a negotiated guilty 
plea to a Class 3 felony aggra-
vated battery charge. He was 
sentenced to 120 days in jail 
with credit for three days pre-
viously served with 84 days to 
be served as electronic home 
monitoring and the balance 
subject to the court’s discre-
tion, two years of probation, 
a $500 fine, court costs and 
various state fees, an order 
to obtain counseling per an 
evaluation and another order 
prohibiting contact with the 
apparent victim. In exchange 
for the guilty plea, a Class A 
misdemeanor domestic bat-
tery charge was dismissed. 
nVictoria S. Bynum, 18, 

Champaign, was charged and 
pleaded guilty to a Class A mis-
demeanor leaving the scene of 
an accident. She was sentenced 
to one year of court supervi-
sion, a $300 fine, court costs 
and various state fees. She was 
also ordered to complete a traf-
fic safety course.
nBlake German, 20, Paris, 

pleaded guilty to a Class B mis-
demeanor criminal trespass-
ing. He was sentenced to two 
days in jail with good conduct 
credit to apply with credit for 
one day previously served, one 
year of conditional discharge, a 
$400 fine, court costs and vari-
ous state fees. 

In another matter, German 
pleaded guilty to a Class A mis-
demeanor violating an order of 
protection after being served. 
He was sentenced to four days 
in jail with credit for two days 
served with good conduct 
credit to apply, 18 months con-
ditional discharge to be served 
concurrently with his previous 
conviction, a $400 fine, court 
costs and various state fees. In 
both cases, he was ordered to 
have no contact with the ap-
parent victim or the victim’s 
residence.
nSarah M. Prater, 30, 

Charleston, admitted to a peti-
tion to revoke her conditional 
discharge sentence for a Class 
A misdemeanor driving on a 
suspended license conviction. 
She was resentenced to 90 days 
in jail subject to the court’s 
discretion, 18 months of con-
ditional discharge and ordered 
to pay all previous financial ob-
ligations.

In another matter, the state 
withdrew a petition to revoke 
Prater’s conditional discharge 
sentence for a Class C misde-
meanor disorderly conduct 
conviction. The conditional 
discharge was terminated and 
the case was closed.

Prater also admitted to a pe-
tition to revoke her conditional 
discharge sentence for a second 
Class A misdemeanor driving 
on a suspended license convic-
tion. She was resentenced to 90 
days in jail subject to the court’s 
discretion and 18 months of 
conditional discharge to be 
served concurrently with her 
previous conviction, 100 hours 
of community service work 
and she was ordered to pay all 
previous financial obligations.
nVenncint J. Sanders, 20, 

Danville, was charged and 
pleaded guilty to a Class A mis-
demeanor speeding. He was 
sentenced to a $400 fine, court 
costs and various state fees.
nMatthew A. Spittler, 45, 

Martinsville, was charged and 
pleaded guilty to a Class B mis-
demeanor speeding. He was 
sentenced to a $500 fine, court 
costs and various state fees.

NOT GUILTY PLEAS
nZachariah E. Fitzgerald, 

31, Paris, pleaded not guilty 
with a jury trial demand to 
two counts of a Class A mis-
demeanor driving under the 
influence of alcohol charges. 
The matter was continued for a 
pretrial conference.
nJason R. Hill, 41, Chris-

man, pleaded not guilty with 
a jury trial demand to a Class 
A misdemeanor driving on a 
suspended license charge. The 
matter was continued for a pre-
trial conference.
nEvan J. Kispert, 20, Paris, 

waived the preliminary hearing 
and pleaded not guilty with a 
jury trial demand to a Class 
4 felony possession of a con-
trolled substance charge. The 
public defender was appointed 
and the matter was continued 
for a pretrial conference.
nTosha N. Lowry, 29, Paris, 

waived the preliminary hearing 
and pleaded not guilty with a 
jury trial demand to a Class 3 
felony possession of metham-
phetamine, a Class A misde-
meanor possession of a hypo-
dermic syringe and a Class A 
misdemeanor possession of 
drug paraphernalia charges. A 
pretrial conference was sched-
uled.
nPhillip J. Mohler, 65, St. 

Bernice, Ind., denied a peti-
tion to revoke his probation 
sentence for a Class 2 felony 
aggravated driving under the 
influence of alcohol convic-
tion. A pretrial conference was 
scheduled.
nJessica Lynn Wallace, 38, 

Paris, pleaded not guilty with 
a jury trial demand to a Class 
A misdemeanor driving on a 
suspended license. The matter 
was continued for a pretrial 
conference.

OTHER MATTERS
nHerman D. Dillion, 48, 

Paris, failed to appear and was 
sentenced to 30 days in jail 
with good conduct credit to 
apply attached to his Class C 
misdemeanor disorderly con-
duct conviction. A no-bond 
arrest warrant was issued.
nVance E. Plew, 24, Taylor-

ville, was sentenced on a Class 
4 felony domestic battery with 
prior convictions to 180 days 
in jail with credit for 295 days 
previously served, two years of 
probation, a $500 fine, court 
costs, various state fees and 
orders to continue his current 
medication and continue men-
tal health counseling.

WARRANTS
Warrants were prepared 

and issued when the following 
individuals failed to answer 
the court call: Kyle N. Car-
ter-Alvis, 26, Kansas; Angeli-
na D. Cianfaglione, 36, Paris; 
Sherry L. Furgerson, 63, Par-
is; James D. Hoge, 73, Paris; 
John J. Hollingsworth, 49, 
Paris; Ethan T. Johnson, 21, 
Paris; Christina L. Kemper, 
47, Paris; Roman A. Komnev, 
31, Chrisman; Courtney J. 
Mills, 23, Charleston; Dawn 
M. Ordiway, 35, Paris; Tra-
vis S. Posey, 37, Paris; Lasha 
M. Hillyer Watson, 34, Paris; 
Charles G. Wells, 19, Paris; 
and Brittany N. Wilson, 29, 
Paris.
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303. E. Wood Street         • Paris, IL 61944         • (217) 465-6311
Thomas D. Carroll, Director Mark T. Anderson, Director
Email: scfh@stewartandcarrollfuneralhome.com Fax (217) 465-6312
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Cholesterol, yet another systemic problem 
that can affect your eyes.  Like many prob-
lems in the human body, high cholesterol 

does not always make itself immediately known.  In fact, 
most people with high cholesterol will not have symp-
toms until much later.  This is one reason regular check-
ups with your primary care doctor are so important.  As 
with many issues high cholesterol can be detected during 
an eye examination as well.  People with high cholesterol 
will sometimes have deposits in the front part of the eye 
in the cornea.  When this is present in a someone young 
I always recommend a cholesterol check.  Although it 
doesn’t cause any vision decrease in the cornea early de-
tection can be key to stop other issues from developing.  
Cholesterol can also deposit inside blood vessels, some-
times in the arteries that supply blood to your brain.  On 
occasion we can see these deposits (plaques) inside the 
eye which can mean an increased risk for stroke.  As with 
many common medical issues, the eyes often tell the tale.

EYES
On Cholesterol

By Aaron Rhoads, O.D.

Chittick Family Vision Center
Committed to your total vision health

Aaron Rhoads, O.D., Optometrist
112 S. Main Street, Box 95  Paris, IL

(217) 465-6461

HOURS:
Monday-Friday

9am-5pm
Saturday 9am-12pm
Evenings By Appt.

402 West Jasper St. • Paris, IL    

 (217) 463-1699

• Competitive 
  Pricing
• Experience
• Quality 
  Work

  Adams Mahogany

Howard Tyler - Sales Manager

107 Bradley Dr., Paris IL

CALL 217-264-1740

HOUSE FOR SALEHOUSE FOR SALE

BRENDA REED
Brenda Kay Reed, 72, of 

Paris, passed away at 7:44 a.m., 
Thursday, Sept. 26, 2019, at The 

Gibson Fam-
ily Center for 
Hospice Care, 
Terre Haute, 
Ind. She was 
a secretary in 
the guidance 
department 
at Paris High 

School and she worked at the 
Edgar County Bank and Paris 
Community Hospital.

Following cremation, a me-
morial visitation and service 
will be announced at a later 
date. Stewart and Carroll Fu-
neral Home is in charge of the 
arrangements.

Mrs. Reed was born Jan. 8, 
1947, at Paris, the daughter of 
the late James I. and Barbara 
Griffin Brown. She married 
Donald Reed July 29, 1965, at 
Paris, and he survives.

She is also survived by her 
children, Jamie (Jim) Ingram 
of Chrisman, Chad (Cynthia 
Campion) Reed of Paris and 
Emily (Paul) Sims of Plainfield, 
Ind.; her grandchildren Logan 
Ingram of Marshall, Meghan 
Ingram of Champaign, Chase 
Reed of Paris, Alyssa Reed of 
Paris, Harleigh Malony and 
Lorelei Sims both of Plainfield, 
Ind.; her special friends Sandi 
Johnson, Reba Fulk, Carla Co-
chrane; and her daughter-in-
law Kelly Reed.

Mrs. Reed was a member of 
the First Baptist Church.

Memorial donations may be 
made to the Muscular Dystro-
phy Association.

Online condolences at stew-
artandcarrollfuneralhome.com

REED

KATRINA PUCKETT
ROSCOE – Katrina Wolfe 

Winslow Puckett, 72, of Ros-
coe, and formerly of Paris,   

died Satur-
day, Sept. 
21, 2019, at 
St. Antho-
ny Medi-
cal Center, 
Rockford. 

A memo-
rial party 

celebrating her life will be 
held in October. Honquest 
Family Funeral Home with 
Crematory - Roscoe Chapel 
assisted the family with the 
arrangements.

Mrs. Puckett was born 
Oct. 20, 1946, at Paris, the 
daughter of the late Leon-
ard and Cassandra Bristow 
Wolfe. She married Jack 
Pucket, and he survives.

She is also survived by 
a daughter, Cassie (Curt) 
Dawson of Edwardsville; 
grandchildren, James Rop-
er of Portland, Ore., and 
Clara, Jack and Sam Daw-
son of Edwardsville; step-
sons, Jack (Lena) Puckett of 
Wisconsin and Brad (Beth) 
Puckett of West Virginia; 
stepdaughter, Dawn Ellis 
of Rockford; brothers, Fred 
( Joanne) Wolfe of Califor-
nia and Doug Wolfe of Ari-
zona; and numerous nieces, 
nephews and other loving 
relatives and close friends.

She was preceded in death 
by her sister, Victoria Wolfe 
of Chicago and her sister-
in-law, Debra Ochs Wolfe of 
Tucson, Ariz.  

Mrs. Puckett was born and 
raised in Paris, a town she 
loved and never stopped re-
turning to in order to reunite 
with lifelong friends. She 
graduated from Rockford 
College and earned her Mas-
ters Degree from Northern 
Illinois University. 

She was a teacher in the 
Rockford Public School 
system for 33 years, most of 
those at Whitehead Elemen-
tary. She was also a strong 
advocate for teachers, serv-
ing both as a member of the 
executive board of the Rock-
ford Education Association, 
the local teachers’ union and 
also as their grievance chair-
person for many years. 

Although she loved to 
travel, nothing compared 
to the paradise of her own 
backyard, which was a flo-
ral wonderland thanks to 
her unsurpassed gardening 
skills. 

Mrs. Puckett was devot-
ed to her dogs and loved all 
critters big and small. She 
also loved getting together 
with her numerous friends, 
mixing a blender full of 
margaritas and dancing the 
night away. She was viva-
cious, laughed easily and 
often and was a tenacious 
fighter for any cause she 
deemed just. 

Memorial donations may 
be sent to the Best Friends 
Animal Society, Greenpeace 
Fund, Planned Parenthood 
or the NAACP.  

Online condolences at 
www.honquestfh.com 

PUCKETT

GERHARD MEISSNER 
CASEY – Gerhard Bruno 

Meissner, 89, of Casey, passed 
away at 11 p.m. Saturday, Sept. 

21, 2019, at 
Simple Bless-
ings.   

 At his re-
quest there 
will be no ser-
vices. He will 
be interred 
with his wife 

in Maple Hill Cemetery at 
Westfield. Markwell Funeral 
Home is in charge of the ar-
rangements.

Memorial donations may be 
made to Lincolnland Hospice.  

More information and 
online condolences at www.
markwellfuneralhome.com. 

MEISSNER

CHARLOTTE MARRA
J E F F E R S O N V I L L E , 

Ind. – Charlotte A. Marra, 
84, passed away at 8:45 a.m. 

Wednesday, 
Sept. 25, 
2019.

A Celebra-
tion of Life 
Mass is 11 
a.m. today, 
Sept. 28, at 
St. Augus-

tine Catholic Church, 315 E. 
Chestnut Street, Jefferson-
ville. E.M. Coots’ Sons Fu-
neral Home is in charge of the 
arrangements.

Mrs. Marra was born at 
Paris, the daughter of the late 
William and Ellen Carnahan. 

She is survived by her hus-
band of 38 years, Michael P. 
Marra Jr.; son, Jeff Englum 
of Indianapolis, Ind.; daugh-
ters, Jennifer (Mike) Wolf of 
Milwaukee, Wis., Jill (Luke) 
Morehead of Noblesville, 
Ind., Jamie (Dan) Kelly of 
Terre Haute, Ind., Jessica 
(Forrest) Badgley of North-
brook and Kristy (Paul) Pav-
lata (Paul) of Whitestown, 
Ind.; grandchildren, Christian 
Englum, Madison Morehead, 
Abigail Morehead, Charles 

Aubin, Elle Marie Aubin, Pe-
nelope Badgley, Joseph More-
head, Natalie Eisenman and 
Maxine Badgley.

She was preceded in death 
by a brother, Michael Carna-
han; and a sister, Barbara Jean 
Carnahan.

Mrs. Marra valued her fam-
ily time more than anything. 
She was a devout Catholic. 
Her exemplary faith brought 
her through the best and 
worst of times. It was her 
unique sense of humor and 
larger than life laughter that 
will continue to reside in all 
the lives she touched along 
the way and there were many. 

She spent the last 20 years 
of her life in Sellersburg, Ind., 
surrounded by a plethora of 
redbirds that visited her daily. 
Before her illness, she con-
tributed to the soup kitchen 
and reading to the elderly. She 
enjoyed a good card game 
with friends and celebrated 
her life with many friendships 
across the miles and years. 

Memorial donations may 
be made to St. Jude Children’s 
Research Hospital. 

Online condolences at 
w w w.cootsf uneral home.
com 

MARRA

MARILYN LARKIN  
CASEY – Marilyn Jo Bran-

denburg Larkin, 67, of Casey, 
died at 3:10 p.m. Thursday, 

Sept. 26, 
2019, at Sarah 
Bush Lincoln 
Health Cen-
ter, Mattoon.   

A funeral 
service is 10 
a.m. Monday, 
Sept. 30, at 

the Markwell Funeral Home, 
with the Rev. Randy Munson 
officiating.  Burial follows in 
the Casey Cumberland Cem-
etery. Visitation is from 3 to 6 
p.m. Sunday, Sept. 29, at the 
funeral home.  

Memorial donations may be 
made to Casey Veterans of For-
eign Wars.  

More information and 
online condolences at www.
markwellfuneralhome.com.  

LARKIN

REMEY KELLY
Infant Remey Sylas Kelly 

passed away peacefully in the 
arms of his family Sept. 23, 
2019.

A private family service was 
held at the baby’s bedside at 
Carle Foundation Hospital.

The baby was born Sept. 
20, 2019, at Carle Foundation 
Hospital, Champaign, weigh-
ing 1.57 pounds, and the son 
of Jacob “Jake” Kelly and Kel-
cy Ellis Kelly. 

He is survived by his par-
ents; one brother, Ryley T. 
Lowe; paternal grandpar-
ents, Carl J. and Lori Kelly of 

Vermilion; maternal grand-
parents, Donnie and Holly 
Sewell of Westfield; paternal 
great-grandparents, Forest 
and Betty Kelly of Vermilion; 
maternal great-grandmother 
Vickie Robison; and great-un-
cle John Parker. 

The family says he provid-
ed a lifetime of love during his 
three short days on Earth.

Memorial donations may 
be made on the baby’s Go-
FundMe page or sent to his 
parents at P.O. Box 161, Ver-
milion, Illinois 61955 to help 
with medical bills and ex-
penses. 

FRED HAIN
MARSHALL – Fred V. 

Hain, 72, of Martinsville, 
passed away Sunday, Sept. 22, 

2019, at Mar-
tinsville. 

A service 
h o n o r i n g 
his life was 7 
p.m. Friday, 
Sept. 27, at 
Pearce Fu-
neral Home. 

Visitation was from 3 p.m. until 
the service time Friday at the 
funeral home.

Memorial donations may be 
made to the Martinsville San-
ta’s Helpers or to the Martins-
ville Ag Fair. 

More information and only 
condolences at www.pearcefu-
neralservices.com.

HAIN

MARIE DUZAN
OAKLAND – Ella “Ma-

rie” Duzan, 85, died Sept. 
21, 2019, at her Indianapolis, 

Ind., home.  
A cele-

bration of 
life is 1 p.m.  
today, Sept. 
28, at Kra-
bel Funeral 
Home. Buri-
al follows 
at Oakland 

Cemetery. Visitation is from 
11 a.m. until the service time 
today at the funeral home. 

Memorial donations may 
be made to Walnut Point 
State Park or the Oakland 
United Methodist Church.

More information and on-
line condolences at www.kra-
belfuneralhome.com.

DUZAN

PATRICIA BLYE
Patricia Marie Blye, 67, 

of Paris, passed away at 
10:10 a.m., Thursday, Sept. 

26, 2019, at 
Terre Haute 
R e g i o n a l 
H o s p i t a l , 
Terre Haute, 
Ind. She was 
a secretary at 
Landes Auto 
Repair.

Following cremation a pri-
vate celebration is planned. 
Stewart and Carroll Funeral 
Home is assisting the family 
with arrangements.

Mrs. Blye was born April 
7, 1952, at Paris, the daugh-
ter of the late Archie and 
Margaret Henson Vestal. She 
married Nathan Blye Sept. 2, 
1989, at Paris, and he sur-
vives.

She is also survived by her 
son, Darrell ( Jennifer) Mi-
lam Jr. of Texas; her siblings, 
Carolyn Vestal (Tom) Kurth 
of Wilmington, Mary Vestal 
( Joe) Kubicek of Colorado, 
Steve ( Julie) Vestal of Find-
lay, Linda Vestal Mullinex of 
Paris; her sister-in-law, Bren-
da (Monty) Sherwood of 
Missouri; five grandchildren 
and five great-grandchildren; 
several nieces and nephews; 
and her special friends Mick 
Landes and Carl Butler. 

She was preceded in death 
by a brother-in-law, Richard 
Bright; and a nephew, Derek 
Bright. 

She will be sadly missed 
by many family and friends.

Online condolences at 
www.stewartandcarrollfu-
neralhome.com

BLYE

Newspapers reach 74% of Internet users in  
an average week across multiple platforms and devices.

More than 161 million adults read newspapers  
in print, online and on mobile devices in the past week.

Multiple platforms are used by 54% of consumers 
who access newspaper content in an average week.

Newspaper media consumers act on newspaper 
digital ads – 66% took action on an ad in the past month.

Newspaper circulars are used by 73%  
of newspaper media users in an average month.

Source: Frank N. Magid Associates Inc., 2012 Newspaper Multiplatform Usage Study; Scarborough Research
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WASHINGTON — Every 
good story needs a hero, and the 
saga of Brett Kavanaugh’s rise 

to the Supreme 
Court has provid-
ed one — Leland 
Keyser.

She also became 
a victim when her 
longtime friend, 
Christine Blasey 
Ford, decided to 
hit refresh on a 
decades-old high 
school incident 
that apparently 

only Ford remembers.
Keyser is the other female stu-

dent whom Ford named as having 
been at the small party where 
Kavanaugh allegedly pinned her 
down on a bed and groped her. 
She is also the friend who swore 
under penalty of perjury that she 
doesn’t recall such a party or, in 
fact, ever having met Kavanaugh. 
Her comments echoed those of 
the other partygoers Ford named, 
none of whom remembered such 
a gathering.

This isn’t what places Keyser on 
the heroes’ roster. What earns her 
that distinction is her steadfast-
ness, at great personal suffering, 
in refusing to change her story 
despite what she describes as 
pressure to re-think her initial 
statement. According to a new 
book, “The Education of Brett 
Kavanaugh” by New York Times 
reporters Kate Kelly and Robin 
Pogrebin, some of Keyser’s erst-
while friends and acquaintances 
tried to persuade her to say she 
didn’t remember the party, not 
that it didn’t happen.

Keyser, reportedly a registered 
Democrat, has become increas-
ingly convinced that Ford’s story 
isn’t true and doesn’t make sense, 
according to the book. Given 
their close friendship during 
their school days, isn’t it likely 
that Ford would have told her 

about such an attack? And, had 
Keyser been at the alleged party, 
since she already had her driver’s 
license and often gave Christine a 
ride, wouldn’t she have taken her 
younger friend home?

According to the book, Ford’s 
team of friends and advisers 
apparently saw Keyser as an 
obstacle to Ford’s narrative and 
brainstormed ways for her to get 
onboard. The book cites a group 
text among Ford’s acquaintances 
from soon after her testimony. 
Cheryl Amitay, who attended the 
same girls’ high school as Ford, 
wrote: “Maybe one of you guys 
who are friends with [Keyser] 
can have a heart-to-heart.” And, “I 
don’t care, frankly, how f---ed up 
her life is.”

A man who had gone to a 
neighboring boys’ school chimed 
in: “Perhaps it makes sense to 
let everyone in the public know 
what her condition is.” To which 
Amitay responded, “Leland is a 
major stumbling block.”

Keyser, a former profession-
al golfer who has undergone 
numerous operations on her back 
and neck, has suffered addiction 
during her adult life. Although 
recovering, she told Kelly and 
Pogrebin she was concerned that 
this history would be used against 
her if she didn’t come up with a 
more-acceptable recollection of 
events. When pressed, however, 
she refused to take the easy route 
and protect herself.

For her integrity and valor 
under perceived pressure, she 
has been punished. Even Ford 
seemed to turn on her old friend, 
mentioning Keyser’s. “signifi-
cant health challenges,” during 
her testimony, and seeming to 
suggest that her friend might have 
diminished capacities: “I’m happy 
that she’s focusing on herself and 
getting the health treatment that 
she needs.”

This may have been one of 

the sweetest condemnations in 
the history of tossing inconve-
nient friends under the bus. But, 
importantly, Ford planted a seed 
of doubt about Keyser’s credi-
bility, which has been cultivated 
by the Times writers. On CNN’s 
“Reliable Sources” Sunday, Kelly 
pointed to Keyser’s, “memory 
issues ... because she has a history 
of substance abuse, which she 
acknowledges.”

Oof. 
What a gut punch. If no one 

in recovery can ever be trusted 
again, then the world of rehabil-
itative addiction therapy may as 
well shutter its doors.

In fact, Keyser remembers very 
well the summer of 1982, when 
Ford believes the alleged incident 
occurred. It was the year after her 
grandmother introduced her to 
golf and Keyser became con-
sumed with the sport, according 
to another book published this 
past summer, “Justice on Trial,” 
by Mollie Hemingway and Carrie 
Severino. Keyser worked full-time 
in the golf pro shop at a Wash-
ington-area country club and had 
little time for socializing. Her 
hard work at school and in sports 
paid off with stellar grades, seven 
varsity letters and acceptance 
to the University of Virginia, 
followed by a professional golfing 
career and a coaching position at 
Georgetown University.

Today, Keyser keeps a low pro-
file, as was always her preference. 
She is, indeed, in fragile health 
from her injuries and surgeries. 
But Keyser can stand tall for hav-
ing remained true to her convic-
tions despite being exposed and 
pressured by those who seemed 
to have used her struggles against 
her. 

In my book, that’s heroic.
(Kathleen Parker is a politically 

conservative-leaning columnist for 
The Washington Post. Email her at 
kparker@washpost.com.)

Why so much red ink in Illinois budgets?
In response to a recent essay of mine about 

our state’s parlous load of debt and unfunded 
obligations, a reader asked: 
“Why so much red ink?”

The answer lies in an unsa-
vory stew of human nature; 
our state’s political tradition 
of careerist politicians and 
the political self-admonition 
of not on my watch.  

When I was a graduate 
student decades ago, I recall 
a seminar with political psy-
chologist Harold Lasswell. 
He said that people who 

enter political life have, generally speaking, 
an even stronger desire than folks in other 
pursuits to be approved of, liked. It’s human 
nature, of course, but accentuated.

Second, in Illinois somewhat more than in 
most states, many people who enter politics 
do so with the objective of making political 
life their primary pursuit. This has been 
true in both Chicago politics as well as in 
hard-scrabble, deep southern Illinois. From 
House Speaker Mike Madigan and Alderman 
Ed Burke in Chicago to former Secretary 
of State Paul Powell in tiny Vienna, elected 
officials have gotten rich through politics.

So, elected officials have a strong need to 
do things for voters (spend money on them) 
and not do things to them (increase taxes to 
pay for the spending).

Finally, our elected officials are deter-
mined the pain of resolving the imbalances 
(doing things to voters) not be imposed on 
my watch. That is, they kick the can down 
the road to a time they are likely to be out of 
office, certainly until after the next election.

Has a candidate on the campaign trail 
proclaim: “If elected, I promise to sock it 
to you.” Of course not. They promise to do 
things for constituents, such as more school 
funding and better roads, often promising to 
reduce taxes at the same time, a true feat of 
legerdemain.

The same is true at the national level, where 
both Republicans and Democrats have been 
piling on trillions of dollars of debt, while 
reducing taxes that would pay for the debt.

Which brings us to the Illinois situation. 
A research group called Truth in Accounting 
declares that our state’s total shortfall for 
pensions, future health care promises, and 
unpaid bills approaches a quarter of a trillion 
dollars. That amount approaches $60,000 per 
every household (averaging three persons) in 
our state.

Newbie Governor J. B. Pritzker shares no 
blame for the state’s problems. He is trying 
to stabilize the state’s persistent, annual, 
multi-billion-dollar deficits with his proposed 
increased taxes on only the top 1 percent or 
so of earners. That makes political sense, of 
course. He is also promising to reduce taxes 
a smidgen on the rest of us, which prompts 
chuckles from my friends.

However, I fear the result of the tax on our 
top earners would be to drive more capital, 
creativity and jobs from our state.

Republicans claim the governor’s plan is 
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Motorists should slow down and show patience as combines take to road 
Harvest season is here and that 

means large farm equipment and 
trucks on roadways around East 
Central Illinois. As a result, motor-
ists will have to share the road with 
farm implements more often.

Drivers and farmers must take ex-
tra precautions behind the wheel and 
avoid tragic crashes that are more 
common in the fall during harvest 
when darkness creepsn in earlier by 
the day.

Everyone seems to be in a big 
hurry these days. It’s easy to lose pa-
tience with a slow-moving combine 
or tractor pulling a grain cart. But no 
one’s safety — and life — is worth 
trying to pass farm equipment as it 
moves toward another field or home 
for the evening.

Drivers and farmers must take 
extra precautions behind the wheel 
and avoid tragic crashes that are 
more common in the fall.

Farmers must make sure their 

lights, flashers and signals all are in 
working order while ensuring their 
slow-moving vehicle placard is visi-
ble to motorists.

Drivers should stay alert and avoid 
distractions so they see slow moving 
equipment in time. Motorists need 
to slow down and avoid tailgating 
tractors and farm implements.

Distracted driving is a leading 
cause of traffic crashes and fatalities. 
Farm equipment doesn’t move fast 
so drivers can approach them quick-
ly, especially if they’re not paying 
close attention.

Tractors and combines are large 
and heavy, making it difficult for 
operators to accelerate, slow down 
and stop. Farm vehicles make wide 

turns and the large-scale equipment 
often crosses the center line, creating 
large blind spots, making it difficult 
for operators to see approaching 
vehicles. 

To ensure safety, motorists should 
always slow down and use caution 
when approaching farm equipment. 
And, farmers need to move cautious-
ly across roadways, always ensuring 
to check and double check blind 
spots.

Motorists should wait for a safe 
place to pass farm vehicles, keep 
headlights on at all times. Watch for 
debris dropped by trucks hauling 
grain and other crops. It’s safer to 
brake or drive through debris than to 
veer into oncoming traffic or off the 
road.

Being vigilant when driving on ru-
ral roads will help protect everyone.

Here’s hoping we enjoy a safe and 
successful 2019 harvest for farmers 
and motorists.

OUR VIEW
This editorial reflects the views of The Prairie 
Press’ editorial board. Other opinions on this 
page may not reflect this view. 

Let’s have a safe harvest

Taiwan 
gives state 
good news

The other victim of the Kavanaugh saga

We welcome letters to the editor and guest columns. When submitting  a letter, please 
include the writer’s name, address and phone number for verification purposes and 
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Is Pelosi looking at 
the calendar at all?

Has Congress imposed a secret austerity 
plan? In the past, I remember every office 
in Congress had at least one calendar on 

the wall. That is either not 
the case now or if they have 
calendars, no one is turning 
the pages.

Democrats currently 
running Congress appear to 
be stuck in December 2016, 
wondering how Hillary lost 
and what they can do about 
getting rid of the winner. 
Grasping at straws doesn’t 
begin to define their desper-
ate mindset and monomani-

acal focus.
At first it was maximizing the leaks and in-

nuendo concerning the Mueller Report. That 
was a two-year holding pattern as they waited 
for the report to be released. Speaker of the 
House Nancy Pelosi spent much of the time 
holding back demands to begin impeachment 
proceedings, content in the certainty there 
would be plenty of time for a successful, pub-
licly-supported impeachment process after 
Mueller blessed the effort.

Only the Mueller Report turned out to be 
one of the largest nothingburgers since the 
Jeb Bush presidential campaign. But rather 
than dampen impeachment fever, that failure 
only served to increase it.

Now Pelosi has started formal impeach-
ment procedures based on a rumor that 
generated a whistleblower complaint from 
a partisan Democrat. The rumor concerned 
a phone call President Trump made to the 
president of the Ukraine. Trump asked him to 
look into the past firing of a prosecutor under 
the former regime who was investigating then 

KATHLEEN
PARKER
POLITICS  
AND CULTURE

After a rough and 
delayed planting season, Il-
linois’ agriculture industry 

received 
good news 
this week 
with a 
Taiwanese 
delegation 
commit-
ting to 
purchasing 
more than 
$2 billion 
in Illinois 
soy and 

corn over the next two 
years.  

On Sept. 24, represen-
tatives from the Illinois 
Corn Marketing Board, 
the Illinois Soy Bean 
Association, the Taiwan 
Feed Industry Association 
and the governor came 
together to sign letters of 
intent to purchase $1.1 bil-
lion in soy and $1.1 billion 
in corn. 

Taiwan, currently Illi-
nois’ third largest trading 
partner of agricultural 
products, committed to 
purchase 197 million 
bushels of corn and up to 
97 million bushels of soy-
beans produced by Illinois’ 
farmers.

According to the Illinois 
Soybean Association, 
Illinois is the number one 
soybean producing state 
and produced approxi-
mately 611.9 million bush-
els in 2017. Meanwhile, 
Illinois ranks second in the 
country in corn produc-
tion.

The letters of intent 
were signed in a ceremony 
at the Thompson Center in 
Chicago.

With harvest season 
beginning and an uptake 
of agricultural equipment 
on the roadways, Illinois’ 
motorists are encouraged 
to be extra cautious while 
traveling.

According to the United 
States Department of 
Agriculture (USDA), 26 
percent of Illinois corn is 
now considered mature. 
Meanwhile, soybean color-
ing is at 53 percent, which 
means heavy farm equip-
ment traffic is expected to 
increase on roadways.

According to the Cen-
ters for Disease Control 
and Prevention, transpor-
tation incidents were the 
leading cause of death for 
farmers and farm workers 
in 2016. Motorists are 

SEN. DALE
RIGHTER
REPORT FROM
THE STATEHOUSE 

See RIGHTER, Page 7A

MICHAEL
REAGAN
MAKING 
SENSE

See REAGAN, Page 7A

See NOWLAN, Page 7A
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October  2019 
This Month’s Guide for Staying Healthy 

Appointment Numbers 
Dr. Ash, Dr. Karagiorogos, 
Sherri Morrison, PA & Katie 
Wilson, FNP: 217-366-2670 

Dr. Namburi: 812-242-3225       

Tyler Beers: 217-465-8411 Dr. Nasser: 812-232-8164 

Dr. Davison: 217-383-3100 Dr. Patel: 217-465-2606 
x4690 

Dr. Deranian: 217-233-3101 Dr. Shatagopam: 
812-242-3175 

Bradley Grissom, APN: 
217-554-1700 

Dr. Tazudeen: 217-431-8400 

Dr. Huh: 812-232-1418 Dr. Wiarda: 217-258-5900 

Dr. Jeevan: 812-232-8716 Dr. Yang: 217-466-4661 

Dr. Main: 217-383-3190  
Pain Management Clinic: 217-466-4226 

Employed Providers 
Cardiology 
Donna Kerns, FNP 
Dermatology  
Angela Hamilton, FNP 
Joy Williams, FNP 
Endocrinology 
Dr. Rico 
Karen Smith, FNP 
EZ Care  
Jacqueline Coffman, PA 
Carrie Cunningham, FNP 
Jolena Martin, PA 
Kacey McGuire, FNP 
Michelle Miller, FNP 

Mallory Simonton, FNP 
Tabitha Wood, FNP 
Matt Woodruff, PA 
Family Practice  
Casey Anderson, FNP 
  (Oakland) 
Dr. Bajaj (Oakland) 
Dr. Fore 
Kristina Gabbard, FNP    
  (Chrisman) 
Dr. Gorasiya 
Debbie Griffin, FNP 
Danielle Ireland, FNP    
  (Chrisman) 
Dr. Kumar 

Charlene Moore, FNP 
Kayla Ogle, FNP 
Dr. Sheikh 
Samantha Volstorf, FNP 
General Surgery 
Dr. Cozacov 
Dr. Li 
Gynecology 
Susan Arp, FNP 
Dr. Horvat 
 

Hospitalist 
Jennifer Likens, FNP 
Dr. Sutton 

Tiffany Turner, FNP 
NAL Health Clinic 
Paige Wampler, FNP 
Nursing Home Care 
Ann Bogue, FNP 
Dr. Gorasiya 
Amanda Talamantes, FNP 
Occupational Health  
Sara Spesard, FNP 
Crystal White, FNP 
Orthopedics  
Angela Hamilton, FNP 
W. Andrew Hodge, MD 

Ronald Wheeler, MD 
Pain Management 
Adam Schneider, 
CRNA 
Lee Webber, CRNA 
Scott Williamson, 
CRNA  
Podiatry/ 
Wound Care 
Dr. Holloway 
Urogynecology  
Dr. Menchaca 

217-463-1946 

Visiting Specialists 
Cardiology 
  

Bradley Grissom, APN (Mon)—14 
Dr. Namburi (Fri)—4, 11, 18 
Dr. Nasser (Wed/ Thurs)—9, 23 
Dr. Shatagopam (Thurs)—3, 17 
Dr. Wiarda (Wed)—2, 16 

Nephrology Dr. Jeevan (Tues/ Thurs/ Fri)—1, 
10, 18, 24 

Neurology Dr. Tazudeen (Tues/ Thurs)—1, 3, 
8, 10, 15, 22, 29 

Oncology Dr. Huh (Mon)—3 
Dr. Patel (Thurs)—3, 10, 17, 31 

Ophthalmology (Eye) Dr. Deranian—Clinic 8, 30; 
Surgery 29 

Pulmonology, Adult Dr. Main (Wed)—9, 23 

Pulmonology, Pediatric Dr. Davison (Fri)—4 

Urology Dr. Yang (Tues)—1, 8, 15, 22, 29 
Vascular Surgery Dr. Ash (Tues)—15 

Gastroenterology Tyler Beers (Mon)—14, 28 

Special Events & Groups 
Stay Strong, Live Long Oct. 1, 8, 15, 22, 29 @ 10am 

(Sutton Senior Center) 
Parkinson’s Support Group Oct. 2, 16 @ 2pm (Senior Care) 

Free Adult/Child/Infant 
CPR/AED Class 

Oct. 7 @ 8am-1pm (A) 

Health Screenings Oct. 8 @ 7:30-8:30am (Chrisman 
Clinic) 

Women’s Health Event Oct. 8 @ 6-7pm (Castle Finn 
Winery, Marshall) 

Free Movie Night Oct. 12 @ dusk (Twin Lakes Park, 
Paris) 

Diabetes Support Group Oct. 15 @ 10am (A) 

Caregiver Support Group Oct. 16 @ 3pm (A) 

Health Screenings Oct. 18 @ 7-9am (Paris Clinic) 

Bariatric Support Group Oct. 21 @ 6pm (A) 

PCH Volunteers’ Chocolate 
Sale 

Oct. 21, 22 @ 9am-4pm (Paris 
Clinic rotunda area) 

Free Medicare Sessions 
(Noon & 5:30pm) 

· Oct. 22 (Chrisman Church of 
the Nazarene) 

· Oct. 23 Horizon Health (A) 
Cancer Support Group Oct. 22 @ 10am (A) 

*Parenthesis indicate conference room/location. 

721 East Court Street, Paris • 217-465-4141  • MyHorizonHealth.org 

On October 15th, 2019, lifetime Paris resident, Joseph Enoch Steffey, 

celebrates his 100th Birthday. 
Joe as he is called by all that know him, was born October 15th, 1919 in 
Osage, Oklahoma. Sometime between his birth and 5 years old he moved 
from Oklahoma to Birds, Illinois. The recollection of this move is a little foggy 
at his age, he stated! While living in Birds, Illinois, Joe, would hitch hike to 
school every day in Lawrenceville, Illinois until he was a freshman in high 
school. Having an opportunity to earn money and eat during the depression, 
Joe, worked in the Civilian Conservation Corps Camp SCS-37 in Lawrenceville, 
Illinois. After a few years working in the CCC he was drafted into the U.S. 
Army. He was discharged after WWII ended and relocated to Paris, Illinois. 
He stated that Paris was the big city considering Birds, Illinois only had a 
100 99 people living in it. Paris is where Joe spent the rest of his life. Owning 
multiple successful businesses, marrying thelove of his life, raising his 
family, and eventually retiring. Joe has too many accomplishments to list in 
this article, but the one accomplishment that he 
is most proud of is living to be 100 years old and 
still living on his own, having an Illinois Driver’s 
License, and having all of his original teeth. To 
celebrate this milestone, the family in lieu of a 
party, is asking for a card shower. 

Cards can be sent to:
Joe Steffey

100 North High Street 
Paris, Illinois  61944 
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encouraged to slow down 
and be aware of farmers on 
the roadways. 

To help keep harvest 
season safe for everyone, 
motorists can follow these 
simple safety steps.
nFind the lights on farm 

vehicles. Farm vehicles are re-
quired to have amber and red 
rear lights. The amber lights 
should be visible to the front 
and rear. They should flash as 
a warning to other motorists.
nSlow down upon 

spotting a farm vehicle. Most 
farm equipment only travels 
15 to 20 mph, so it is crucial 
to slow down before it is too 
late.
nBe cognizant of the time 

of year. Harvest season typ-
ically runs from September 
through November. Drivers 
should expect to see farm 
vehicles on the road during 
this time.

Raising awareness about 
the importance of rail safety 
throughout the state, Sept. 
22-28 is designated as Illinois 

Rail Safety Week.
Illinois has the second 

largest rail system of any state 
in the nation, with more than 
7,400 miles of railroad track. 
According to the Illinois 
Association of Chiefs of 
Police, Illinois has historically 
ranked high in rail-related 
tragedies. 

In 2018, Illinois ranked 
third in the nation in grade 
crossing fatalities and fifth 
in the nation in trespass 
fatalities.

Follow these 10 tips to pro-
mote rail safety and prevent 
tragedies:
nWalking or playing on 

train tracks is dangerous and 
illegal.
nBe prepared to stop at 

crossings.
nCross train tracks only at 

designated highway/railroad 
crossings.
nLook for the crossbuck 

sign, lights or gates at cross-
ings.
nListen for warning bells 

and whistles.
nObey the signals.
nIf one train passes, make 

sure a second train is not 

approaching on another 
track in the same or opposite 
direction.
nObey the instructions of 

a police officer or member of 
a train crew directing traffic at 
a crossing.
nCross the tracks in low 

gear; do not change gears 
while crossing.
nIf a vehicle stalls on the 

tracks, get out quickly, and 
move away from the vehicle 
and tracks; call the emergen-
cy number posted at or near 
the crossing and call 911.

More information about 
Illinois Rail Safety Week is 
available at www.illinoisrail-
safetyweek.org.

The Illinois Department 
of Human Services (IDHS) 
recently announced the 
launch of a statewide video 
campaign aimed at raising 
awareness for the Illinois 
Helpline for Opioids and 
Other Substances. 

In an effort to encourage 
individuals struggling with 
substance abuse to seek 
help to utilize the helpline 
and pursue recovery, IDHS 
announced the launch of a 

REAGAN
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Vice President Joe Biden’s son.
The friendly fire potential 

of this scandal threatens to 
damage Democrats more than 
it does Trump.

For his part, the president 
hasn’t been on top of the pas-
sage of time, either. He vacil-
lates between 2015 (before he 
was president) and 2016, just 
after he won and discovered 
he was under investigation.

In the almost three years 
since he was sworn in, Trump 
still hasn’t learned the walls 
have ears and most of the 
ears belong to the left. The 
intelligence services and the 
Deptartment of Justice are 
filled with people who are 
double agents. Ostensibly 
they’re working for the admin-
istration, but in reality they 
are biding their time leaking 
damaging information and 
when that doesn’t exist they 
use their position to just invent 
scandals from whole cloth.

Instead of conducting him-
self circumspectly, Trump still 
lets it all hang out. Every day. 

Then when he’s not letting his 
loose lips sink ships, he’s look-
ing to pay back past Russia 
collusion delusion injustices 
on Twitter.

One would almost think 
there are no problems here in 
the U.S., so our elected leaders 
can devote themselves to 
internal power struggles and 
issue irrelevancies. But that 
most certainly is not the case. 
Illegal immigration, the opioid 
crisis and trade are all major 
problems that require action 
concerted action.

Democrats are now a defac-
to open borders party that has 
sold out to illegal immigration 
fanatics. There is no feasible 
middle ground between 
Trump and the left. A solution 
requires a president and Con-
gress controlled by the same 
party, which is sometime in 
the future.

(Michael Reagan is the son 
of President Ronald Reagan 
and a political consultan . He is 
the founder of the email service 
reagan.com and president of The 
Reagan Legacy Foundation. 
Email him at reagan@caglecar-
toons.com.)

NOWLAN
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but the camel’s nose under 
the tent. That is, further tax 
increases on the rest of us 
would follow. And they might 
have a point. The $3.4 billion 
the governor claims his tax 
on top income earners would 
produce is less than the $5 
billion gap the Center for Tax 
and Budget Accountability 
says will exist in just two 
years.

If Pritzker’s plan fails at 
the 2020 ballot box, when 
voters can approve or reject 
it, fiscal chaos might well 
follow. In our book “Fixing 
Illinois” (University of 
Illinois Press, 2014), co-au-
thor Tom Johnson and I 
proposed closing the annual 
budget gap, which has been 
building for at least two de-

cades, by broadening both 
the sales tax (closing scores 
of exemptions and including 
services) and the income 
tax, without raising rates. 
To close the gap would 
also require modest cuts in 
pension benefits.

The Nowlan-Johnson pro-
posals are sensible (Nowlan 
writes, humbly), yet political-
ly impossible. 

For example, to identify 
just one of many political 
problems, who in the Legisla-
ture would sponsor the bill to 
broaden the state income tax 
to include pensions, as most 
states that have income taxes 
do? And of course each sales 
tax exemption has staunch, 
often politically powerful, 
defenders.

I am not an alarmist by 
nature, yet I conclude that 
if the Pritzker proposal fails, 

fiscal chaos might well ensue, 
something akin to bankrupt-
cy (defined as the inability to 
pay one’s bills). This, because 
the Legislature would not be 
able to get its arms around 
revenue options such as 
Nowlan-Johnson propose, 
which would impose political 
pain on everyone. 

Obviously, we have a di-
lemma. And I’m out of space, 
another dilemma. 

For a way out of our fiscal 
woes, go to jimnowlan.com 
and click on my recent col-
umn: “Illinois’ looming fiscal 
chaos.”

(For many years, Jim Nowl-
an was a senior fellow and 
political science professor at the 
University of Illinois in Urba-
na-Champaign. He has worked 
for three unindicted governors 
and publishes a weekly newspa-
per in central Illinois.)

video campaign series on 
Sept. 25. 

The videos feature 
individuals who share 
stories of recovery and 
organizations from across 
the state that are providing 
treatment and recovery 
services for opioid and 
other substance use 
disorders.

The videos will be fea-
tured in TV spots, transit 
posters social media ad-
vertisements and billboard 
postings across major 
media markets in Illinois. 
Videos in the campaign 
will also be posted on the 
IDHS YouTube page.

The Illinois Helpline 
for Opioids and Other 
Substances number is 
1-833-2FINDHELP and 
the website with further 
information can be found 
at HelplineIL.org. 

(Senator Dale Righter 
(R-Mattoon) represents the 
55th District in the Illinois 
Senate. Part of his district 
includes Kansas and Grand-
view townships in Edgar 
County.)

ADVERTISING:
The engine of this free
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Updating the current phone 
and dispatching capability of 
the Edgar County Emergen-
cy Telephone system (911) 
is going to cost some serious 
money, but it is a necessary ex-
penditure.

“We know our equipment 
is aging,” Nanette Crippes, 
911 coordinator, said during 
a meeting of the Emergen-
cy Telephone System Board 
(ETSB) Monday, Sept. 23. 
While there have been some 
updates over the years, por-
tions of the call system date 
to 1998 when 911 emergency 
service went into place for Ed-
gar County.

Some of the equipment is 
so old it cannot be repaired or 
replaced and none of it is com-
pliant with the NextGen dis-
patching protocols being de-
veloped by the state of Illinois.

The purpose of Mon-
day’s meeting was to review 
a $277,265 bid from Central 
Square Technologies for a new 
system and question Phil Sisk, 
director of account manage-
ment for Central Square. 

The price includes Central 
Square technicians installing 
the system, transferring all 
data from the current system 
into the new one, training local 
personnel on how to use the 
equipment and the first year of 
the maintenance agreement. 

“Anything requiring replace-
ment in the CAD system is 
part of the annual maintenance 
fee,” said Sisk. “It includes the 
hardware on the 911 side. That 
equipment is good for about 
five years.”

The proposal includes a re-
dundant server to immediate-
ly take over if the main server 
fails. Sisk recommended the 
redundant server operate on a 
separate circuit at a minimum 
and preferably in another lo-
cation. Other features are the 
ability to accept and send text 
messages from an emergen-
cy situation, photos from the 
location and the software has 
the ability to generate a variety 
of reports, something the cur-
rent system cannot do without 
going through third party soft-
ware. The system as proposed 
automatically runs a backup 
every 30 minutes and archives 

911 gets $277,000 bid
the data at the company’s fa-
cility in South Dakota.

Central Square’s annual 
maintenance and support 
prices are $16,011 the sec-
ond year, $16,812 the third 
year, $17,652 the fourth 
year and $18,535 for the 
fifth year of the contract. 
Crippes said that is a sav-
ings from the $20,000 an-
nual maintenance fee the 
current vendor was collect-
ing, although the company 
did drop the amount to 
$14,000 recently since so 
much of the system cannot 
be replaced.

Sisk said it takes about 
one year to complete the in-
stallation, transfer the data, 
double check the data and 
complete the training. The 
local ETSB is not responsi-
ble for paying anything until 
the system goes live and is in 
use.

No decision was made 
about making a purchase, 
and ETSB president Troy 
Eads expressed a preference 
for seeing more than one 
bid to install the NextGen 
compliant equipment. 

BY GARY HENRY
ghenry@prairiepress.net

A children’s art festival Sept. 
8 at Twin Lakes Park earned 
praise during the Paris Park 
Board meeting Tuesday, Sept. 
24.

Cheryl Redman, who 
helped organize the event 
with Millie Arp, attended the 
meeting and asked park board 
members for feedback.

“I loved it. I thought it was 
great,” said board member 
Jodi Theirl. 

The event was divided 
into multiple stations with 
children trying everything 
from sidewalk chalk drawing 
to painting on T-shirts with 
squirt guns to shaving cream 
art and more. 

Park board members ex-
pressed a desire for a more 
accurate way of counting at-
tendance. Organizers planned 
for 100 but participation ex-
ceeded the original estimate, 
although it is difficult to gauge 
by how much.

“It was great to see kids out 
having fun with their parents,” 
said board member Melinda 
Young, advocating the park 
board increase financial sup-
port for the event next year. “I 
know art supplies are expen-
sive.”

September 5 is the date for 
the 2020 Art Fest, and board 
members thanked Redman 
and Arp for organizing the 
successful event.

BeeWell of Edgar County 
Coalition member Erin Frank 
made two proposals. BeeWell 
wants to sponsor a family fun 
run in Twin Lakes Park during 
the lighted Holiday in the Park 
display.

“We know that traffic is 
going to be a problem,” said 
Frank, suggesting a good time 
for the run might be the night 
prior to the official opening on 
Thanksgiving. 

She added the idea came 
from a volunteer who helps 
with the children’s summer 

running program. He said his 
favorite time to run in the park 
is when the holiday lights are 
on. 

Discussion centered on 
traffic in the park and where 
people participating in the 
fun run might park. The event 
seemed doable with some 
planning and coordination.

Chris Redman, supervisor 
of streets, alleys and parks for 
the city, liked doing the event 
on the Wednesday night be-
fore Thanksgiving because 
there is much less traffic in 
the park while city workers 
are doing a final test to make 
sure the lighted displays are all 
working.

“We’ll have to work with 
the fire, police and ambulance 
service but maybe we could 
have people at the gate to stop 
traffic,” said Redman. 

It was suggested parking for 
those doing the fun run could 
be at Laker Stadium and the 
park campground, with the 
run starting and ending at the 
lighted tunnel exiting the park 
beside the stadium.

Frank said this will not be 
like other 5K runs that use 
the park where runners start 
and finish in the park but the 
course also includes stretches 
on Steidl and Cherry Point 
Roads. The Holiday in the 
Park run will stay within the 
park and depending on how 
many laps around people 
want to make around the drive 
it will only be about a mile or 
two.

According to Frank, the em-
phasis is on family and fun so 
people who want to run may 
do so but others who prefer 
to walk with young children 
are equally welcome. She was 
asked if participants will dec-
orate themselves with lights 
or other Christmas-themed 
costuming.

“That is certainly some-
thing we could encourage,” 
said Frank.

Her other proposal was 
to create an exercise area in 
the vicinity of the Tiger Falls 
Splash Pad and the All-Abili-
ties Playground. 

“We have such a nice park 

facility, but I see when people 
bring their kids there to play, 
the parents sit on a bench with 
their phone,” said Frank. “As a 
mom, if there was an oppor-
tunity to get on an elliptical 
and get some exercise and 
still keep an eye on my kids, I 
would be all about that.”

BeeWell was recently cho-
sen by 100 Women Who Care 
for a cash award and coalition 
members favor using the gift 
to acquire exercise equipment 
specifically designed to with-
stand the rigors of year-round 
outdoor exposure. 

Before developing that 
idea, Frank said BeeWell 
wants to make sure the park 
board is agreeable to having 
such equipment added to the 
area. Frank, who is a Hori-
zon Health employee, plans 
the get the hospital’s physical 
therapy staff involved with 
selecting equipment that will 
provide the best return for the 
price, especially those stations 
that perform multiple func-
tions.

She expressed a personal 
opinion the 100 Women Who 
Care gift can be leveraged as 
seed money to obtain addi-
tional financial support and 
perhaps double the original 
amount.

There was some discussion 
about using another park 
since so many of the recent 
park enhancements have oc-
curred at Twin Lakes.

“I can’t speak for the oth-
er BeeWell members, but I 
would entertain the idea of 
another park,” said Frank. ‘I 
just don’t want to put an in-
vestment like this in a place 
that doesn’t have visibility.”

Park board member Brenda 
Martin agreed. 

“The majority of people 
spend their time there with 
the splash park,” said Martin.

Chris Redman also stated a 
preference for Twin Lakes.

“As much as I would like to 
have it at another park, this 
won’t draw a crowd to another 
park,” he said.

Park board members agreed 
BeeWell should go ahead and 
develop the idea.

Art Fest receives high 
praise from park board
BeeWell proposes 
new ideas for Twin 
Lakes Park events

Township representative, 
stated the dilemma that plan 
poses for the townships. 
Edgar Township will have 
to come up with another 
$35,000 as its share for the 
ambulance. Part of the extra 
money is because communi-
ties like Metcalf have already 
reached a taxing limit.

“My board is opposed to 
paying in for what the vil-
lages are not able to pay. We 
don’t want to make that up,” 
said Craig. Illustrating the di-
lemma, Craig later said, “My 
board doesn’t want to lose 
the ambulance.”

Brouilletts Creek Town-
ship representative Tony 
Lorenzen agreed. He said 
seeking $17,500 more from 
that area is a burden on the 
residents.

Metcalf Mayor Cheryl Gill 
was present at the meeting. 
She said the village raised 
its tax rate 314 percent six 
years ago in order to provide 
$6,000 as its share toward 
the ambulance, and it’s not 
possible for the village to pay 
$15,750. 

“Metcalf can’t even afford 
to have an employee,” said 
Gill.

The ugly question before 
the NECAS board is what 
happens when the reserves 
are gone and the ambulance 
no longer operates.

Rodney Wolfe of the 
Chrisman City Council is 
concerned that not having an 
ambulance in town will have 
an adverse impact on Pleas-
ant Meadows Senior Living 
facility, which is a major busi-
ness for Chrisman. It was also 
noted losing an  ambulance is 
going to place more respon-
sibility on local fire depart-
ments.

Horizon Health president 
and chief executive officer  
Ollie Smith and critical care 
manager Samantha McCarty 
attended the meeting with 
four options for how the 
Horizon Health ambulance 
service can help. 

The first option has the 
ambulance responding from 

Paris and Horizon Health 
will not charge NECAS any-
thing for that. 

The other three options 
were for various configura-
tions of basing a response ve-
hicle and staff at Chrisman at 
a cost to NECAS of between 
$192,720 and $315,360.

“The numbers you see 
there are for salaries,” said 
McCarty. “It doesn’t in-
clude maintenance and 
other costs of operating the 
ambulance.”

Each of the plans requiring 
payment from NECAS car-
ried a caveat. The expense of 
an ambulance, maintenance, 
equipment and housing costs 
becomes an unspecified addi-
tional charge.

Neal pointed out a seri-
ous downside of waiting for 
an ambulance to arrive from 
Paris. He said there is a pos-
sibility people will die from 
heart attacks or bleeding out 
in a car accident.

“It’s not about who pro-
vides the care, but that some-
body provides the care,” said 
Neal.

Ross Township is the only 
jurisdiction served by NE-
CAS that has not passed a 
resolution supporting the 

creation of a special service 
area. 

NECAS board president 
Kevin Julian asked board 
members to return to their 
respective bodies with three 
questions that must be an-
swered in order for the 
ambulance board to move 
ahead: 1.) does the home 
board support creating a 
special service area; 2.) is 
the home board prepared 
to raise taxes to a suffience 
amount to keep the ambu-
lance operating; and 3.) 
which of the four option 
proposed by Horizon Health 
can the home board support 
if the NECAS ambulance 
stops service?

Sounding the urgency 
NECAS board members are 
experiencing, Craig said the 
situation cannot wait anoth-
er month to reach a decision 
and asked for a special meet-
ing Oct. 15, which is after the 
other jurisdictions meet to 
address the questions. 

The others agreed to an 
early NECAS meeting.

“We’ve got to come up 
with something quick,” said 
Vic Wheeler, the Young 
America Township represen-
tative. 

NECAS
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KANSAS – The Kansas 
school board approved the 
tentative budget for the 2019-
2020 school year at the regular 
meeting Wednesday, Sept. 19. 

“As always we plan for the 
worst and expect a better out-
come. The education fund is 
in the negative as we begin, 
but we expect it to end in the 
black,” said interim superin-
tendent of Kansas school John 
Hasten. 

The revenue totals added 
up to $1.553 million while 
the total expenditures totaled 
$1.654 million, resulting in 
a deficit of just more than 
$101,000.

“Overall it is a good bud-
get,” said Hasten.

The budget can be viewed 

in its entirety at the school dis-
trict’s website at https://kan-
sascusd3.com/about-cusd3/
budget.

The board also approved 
the annual administration and 
Teacher Salary and Benefit Re-
port. The report gives salaries 
and benefit packages for the 
2019 school year and may be 
seen at https://kansascusd3.
com/administrator-and-teach-
er-salary-benefits-2019.

A change in how valedic-
torians and salutatorians are 
decided starts with the class 
of 2023. Hasten explained the 
valedictorian and salutatorian 
will be determined by class-
es the students take that are 
taught by the school faculty. 
It is based on the percentage 
grade in each class averaged 
together. In addition, the 

Kansas school board 
keeps atop their budget

changed policy states stu-
dents must have attended a 
minimum of three years of 
their education in Kansas 
to be considered for the top 
two class titles.

Board members ap-
proved delaying the start 
time of the November 
board meeting by one 
hour. The Nov. 20 meet-
ing starts at 7 p.m., and the 
Oct. 16 meeting is at the 
regular time of 6 p.m. 

All Kansas students are 
now getting free lunches. 

“For us, the organization 
has been very well done,” 
Hastens reported and not-
ed state funding covering 
the meal service has not 
yet arrived but he antici-
pates payment in the near 
future. 
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a new roof with approval of the 
$19,760 bid by Tingley Roof-
ing.

In other actions, the city 
council:
Accepted the resignation 

of Bobby Sinclair from the Par-
is Fire Department.
Renewed the annual 

maintenance agreement for 
the voice recorder used by 
both the police and fire, for 
$1,859 to be shared by both 
departments.
Approved a proposal from 

Greg Aitken Welding for work 
at the sewage treatment plant, 
not to exceed $3,500, and a 
proposal from Kirby Risk for a 
new variable drive for the  high 
service pump at Well No. 1 in 
the city’s well field near She-
phardsville, Ind. Cost will be 
$12,130.

At the opening of the meet-
ing, Mayor Smith welcomed 
students and teachers from 
Paris schools to proclaim “Start 
With Hello” Week. Students 
are encouraged to recognize 
issues of social isolation and 
create a culture of inclusion 
and being connected.

PARIS
FROM PAGE 1A

Nancy Zeman/The Prairie Press

Four courses of brick are visiable in the area where the west 
wall of the former Citizens National Bank.

Smith also proclaimed 
Lions Candy Days the 
weekend of Oct. 11-12 
when the local Lions Club 
seeks donations to support 
services to the visually and 
hearing impaired citizens of 
Illinois.

Another proclamation 
recognized Kiwanis Peanut 
Day Oct. 5 when the Paris 
Kiwanis Club seeks dona-
tions to support local youth 
programs.

The next city council 
meeting is Tuesday, Oct. 15, 
due to the Columbus Day 
holiday on Monday, Oct. 14.

floor tile in some areas of the 
building.

If the building should come 
down before the asbestos can 
be removed, the cost for dem-
olition would skyrocket, Ben-
nett said. “Everything would 
have to be removed to a special 
disposal area which is much 
more costly,” he said.

Bennett also emphasized 
the church has plans for the 
area. 

“It won’t just be a big park-
ing lot,” he said. Fundraising is 
already underway to construct 
a multi-purpose/gym for 
church events. 

“We really don’t have any-
thing like that right now for big 
events,” he said. The church 
has a growing and active youth 
ministry, including God’s Gang 
which meets every Wednesday 
during the school year. While 
there is a small kitchen in the 
church basement, an all-con-
gregation dinner isn’t really fea-
sible at the church because not 
all members can be seated in 
the basement area. “This would 
provide us options,” he said.

Although further research 
is required to be sure, Benefiel 
said 18 feet from the west wall 
east was added by the Citizens 
National Bank around 1960. 
That 18 feet was at one time 
the Morris Appliance Store 
owned by Dow Morris Sr., the 
father of the late Mary Ann 
Morris Sprouls and Dow Mor-
ris Jr. That additional space was 

used for an expanding farm 
and trust department for the 
bank.

The stone on the front of 
the bank building was added 
at that time while the concrete 
panels were placed on the west 
wall next to the alley. Bennett 
said as far as he could tell, no 
further stabilization of the wall 
— other than the 500-pound 
individual panels — was com-
pleted.

The wall area which fell 
Saturday morning appears to 
contain at least four different 
brick layers, Benefiel said. He 

also noted around the win-
dow, which was sealed and 
is now vbecause of the col-
lapse, “the original plaster of 
the store can be seen.”

A 60-foot boom is need-
ed to bring down the build-
ing and church leaders were 
seeking one before Satur-
day’s collapse, Bennett said.

Bennett emphasized the 
public needs to stay away 
from the alley and the build-
ing. “It’s a dangerous place,” 
he said. “It’s a death trap. If 
it lets go, that whole wall is 
going to come down.”
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PHS girls 
tennis 
now 6-3
BY JEREMY PATTERSON 
pattersonjeremy267@gmail.com 

The Paris girls tennis 
team picked up another 
strong win in Little Illini 
conference competition, 
defeating Casey-Westfield 
Monday evening, Septem-
ber 23 6-3. 

Paris suffered some ear-
ly setbacks in singles play, 
but managed to rebound in 
doubles to win the meet. 

At No. 1 singles, Kait-
lyn Mathews fell in a hard-
fought match 6-2, 6-2. Ken-
dall Mathews was able to 
utilize several drop shots to 
push the pace in her No. 2 
singles match, but ultimate-
ly fell 4-6, 7-6(7), 11-9. 

Chloe Waltz took up the 
No. 3 singles spot, forcing 
her opponent into constant 
errors to win her matchup 
6-2, 6-3. 

At No. 4 singles, Sarah 
Isaf was able to make adjust-
ments across the course of 
her match, winning in three 
sets at 6-1, 2-6, 10-1. 

Jenna Gates gave a strong 
performance at No. 5 sin-
gles, winning in straight sets 
6-3, 6-1.

Emma Campbell round-
ed out singles play for Paris 
at the No. 6 spot, sweeping 
her opponent 6-0, 6-0. 

Needing just one victory 
in the doubles category to 
secure a team win, the duo 
of Chloe Noel and Chris-
tiana Bentley took care of 
business at No. 3 doubles, 
winning 6-3, 6-0. 

“They did a great job 
of taking advantage of the 
court positioning of their 
opponents with volleys and 
lobs,” Paris Coach Stefan 
Aydt said. “They were able 
to win before either of the 
other doubles matches got 
to a second set.” 

Kaitlyn Mathews and 
Isaf suffered a setback at 
No. 1 doubles, dropping the 
match 6-2, 6-2. 

Kendall Mathews and 
Waltz won a competitive 
contest at No. 2 doubles 7-5, 
6-2. 

Just two days before the 
Casey-Westfield match, the 
Lady Tigers took part in 
the Casey Doubles Tourna-
ment, with several doubles 
pairings placing highly for 
the Tigers. 

Heading into the final 
round, Chloe Noel and 
Dani Brooks were tied with 
T-town at No. 4 doubles, 
with both teams having won 
33 games. 

The only way to guaran-
tee the victory was to win all 
7 games against Charleston, 
which they were able to do, 
giving them a 40-39 victory 
in their flight.

Kaitlyn Mathews and 
Sarah Isaf also placed well, 
taking second place at No. 1 
doubles. 

Kendall Mathews and 
Chloe Waltz took up No. 
2 doubles while Emma 
Campbell and Jenna Gates 
were at the No. 3 doubles 
spot, placing fifth in their 
flights. The collective per-
formance of the Tigers al-
lowed them to finish third 
overall in the tournament, 
one place higher then in 
2018. 

“I thought the girls did a 
great job overall, especially 
by late in the day,” Aydt said. 
“When a lot of teams were 
starting to lose focus, we 
were still playing well.” See VOLLEYBALL, Page 10A

Congratulations! Congratulations! 

to the Redbird Baseball 
Team who are 

Class 2A Regional Champions. 
Good Luck at Sectionals!

Visit our                         page

Titans fall 1-yard short
Argenta-Oreana holds off Tri-County in final seconds to take exciting 33-29 victory
BY TIM HENDERSHOT
sportsfan122774@yahoo.com

ARGENTA — The 
Tri-County Titans football 
program has had many games 
within the old Little Okaw 
Valley Conference playing fa-
miliar teams on the gridiron 
against the likes of Arcola, 
ALAH, Villa Grove/Heritage, 
and Cerro Gordo/Bement 
throughout the years.  

The past several years had 
seen the conference split 
into two different divisions 
(Northwest and Southeast) 
where teams from each di-
vision would play in interdi-
vision games, but the Titans 
didn’t get the opportunity 
to face all of the teams in the 

Northwest.
One team that the Titans 

never played in interdivision 
play was the Argenta-Orea-
na Bombers, who joined the 
conference around five years 
ago after a long stint in the 
old Okaw Valley Conference, 
which splintered into the 
Central Illinois Conference 
and now the Illini Prairie 
Conference.  

Last season, the Bombers 
had a magical season where 
they made it all the way to the 
Class 1A semi-finals finishing 
with a 12-1 record.  On paper, 
Friday night’s Lincoln Prairie 
Conference contest in Argen-
ta between the Titans and the 
Bombers looked like that Ar-

genta-Oreana would have the 
upper hand.

Somebody forgot to give 
Tri-County the memo.

The Titans went into the 
game with a solid game plan 
drawn up by Coach Brian An-
derson of ball control, time of 
possession, and gang tackling 
on defense to give the Bomb-
ers fits all game long with an 
actual opportunity to win the 
game late.  However, the Ti-
tans rally fell short on the final 
play of the game and almost 
spoiling the Bombers Home-
coming with Argenta-Oreana 
escaping with a 33-29 win.

The Bombers took the ball 
on the opening drive and 
went right away to their All-

State running back from a 
year ago at the 10:29 mark as 
Makail Stanley found a hole 
and used his blazing speed to 
go 58 yards for the opening 
touchdown of the contest.  
Landon Lawson kicked the 
extra point to make the score 
7-0.  Later on in the quarter, 
the Bombers used their run-
ning game again and called 
Stanley’s number once again 
plunging in from six yards out 
with 4:48 left.  Lawson con-
nected on the extra point to 
give A-O a 14-0 lead.

The Titans would not be 
intimidated receiving the 
ensuing kick and go on a 59 
yard drive powered by a 41 
yard run by Daniel Drake to 

get deep into Bomber terri-
tory.  Tri-County would then 
capitalize a couple of plays 
later at the 1:25 mark as Mitch 
Pollock scampered in from 
four yards out.  Filippo Bosio 
added the extra point and the 
deficit was cut to 14-7.  That 
score held up after the first 12 
minutes.

The second stanza was all 
about Tri-County as their 
only possession of the half 
went well over eight minutes 
and started all the way back 
at their own 18 yard line.  The 
Titans used a well-designed 
slow pace using the duo of 
Drake and Lane Bisby to 
slowly march the ball down 

Titans 
VB are 
on a roll

TRI-COUNTY SWEEPS LADY TIGERS

Jeremy Patterson/ The Prairie Press 

Paris Lady Tiger junior Sara Burger pushes a ball over the net in the team’s two-set loss to Tri-County Monday evening, Sept. 23.  
The Titans swept Paris in straight sets.

BY TIM HENDERSHOT
sportsfan122774@yahoo.com 

The Tri-County vol-
leyball team took on 
Sangamon Valley/Tri-
City at home Thursday, 
winning in straight sets 
25-16, 25-23. 

The Titans fell behind 
early in the opening set 
4-0, but rallied into a 
rhythm to climb back 
into the lead at 7-4 and 
take the opening stanza 
25-16. 

Set two was look-
ing like it would be a 
blow out as Tri-Coun-
ty jumped out to an 8-0 
lead, but the Storm cap-
italized on some Titan 
mistakes to rally back to 
take a 16-15 lead. 

The Titans eventually 
roared back, holding off 
a rally to take set two 25-
23. 

The duo of Kaylenn 
Hunt and Cailynne Phil-
lips had seven kills each 
with Phillips adding five 
aces and four blocks and 
Hunt chipping in two 
blocks. Meila Eskew 
and Izzy Carroll had five 
kills each and Eskew had 
18 assists. Lillie Cox had 
four blocks in the win.

TCT OVER BEMENT
Tri-County took on 

Cerro Gordo/Bement 
Tuesday evening, win-
ning the contest in three 
sets 23-25, 25-11, 25-16. 

Kaylenn Hunt finished 
with 12 kills and a sea-
son high 16 blocks while 
adding two aces. Cai-
lynne Phillips had six 
kills and nine blocks and 
Melia Eskew had five 
kills and 22 assists. Izzy 
Carroll had four digs and 
two aces. The duo of Na-
talee Gough and Madi-
son Shirley had eight and 
six digs respectively.

ST. ANTHONY INVITE
EFFINGHAM — The 

week before, Tri-County 
played in the Bulldog In-
vitational at St. Anthony. 

The day ended with 
the Titans going 2-2 in 
the four matches they 
played, taking fifth place 
in the eight-team tour-
nament. The first match 
in pool play was against 
Pana. The Panthers took 
control of the match ear-
ly winning the opening 

Paris falls to Tri-County
BY JEREMY PATTERSON 
pattersonjeremy267@gmail.com 

The Paris volleyball team got out to 
a slow start Monday evening, eventual-
ly falling in straight sets to Tri-County 
25-22, 25-21. 

“The way both teams came out and 
competed was great and it was a real-
ly good game,” Paris Coach Christy 
Pinkston said. “We walked away from 
the game knowing that there are some 
things that we can improve on moving 
forward.” 

Paris (12-2) found some strength 
early at the net, with junior Emma 
Pinkston hammering away at the Titan 
defense. 

The dual threat of Pinkston and se-
nior Lizzie Rouse, which has been a 
lethal combination through the 2019 
campaign for Paris, was met with resis-
tance from Tri-County. 

Tri-County (12-4) was able to con-
sistently put up strong blocks against 
the Tiger attack, as junior Kaylenn 
Hunt pulled in three blocks in the 
game. 

After getting out to a substantial lead 
in the first set, the Titans capped the 
opening set with a 25-22 victory. 

Despite the early setback, Par-
is continued to push the pace in the 
second set, forcing a flurry of hitting 
errors from the visiting Titan attack. 
Tri-County was able to utilize some 
key tooling on attacks by senior Cai-
lynne Phillips and Hunt. Hunt finished 
the contest with a team-high 10 kills 
and a .318 hitting percentage with one 
ace while Phillips tallied eight kills on 
a .429 hitting percentage and two aces. 

Tri-County continued to bully back 
against the Tiger defense, eventually 
pushing its way to a 25-21 victory in 
the second set, giving them an overall 
win over Paris. 

Tri-County junior Chelli Hall led 
the team with four digs. Junior Melia 
Eskew had 21 assists in the win. 

For Paris, Rouse led the team with 
eight kills on 26 attempts while also 

managing two blocks. Junior Sara 
Burger and Pinkston each had five kills. 
Pinkston led the team with 10 digs. Ju-
nior Payton Block had 25 assists. 

The two programs featured a host of 
players that played club volleyball for 
Pinkston on the Intensity travel team 
this past summer. Pinkston noted that 
she loved getting to see the improve-
ments that the girls from both pro-
grams have made. 

“It is so amazing to have had these 
girls play under me (for Intensity),” 
Pinkston said. “To see them using 
the techniques and things they have 
learned and to watch them grow, it is 
such a great experience.” 

Jeremy Patterson/ The Prairie Press 

Paris senior Lizzie Rouse uses a well-placed ball to attack Tri-County defender 
Kaylenn Hunt Monday evening. The Titans took the match victory over the Lady 
Tigers in straight sets 25-22, 25-21.

Jeremy Patterson/The Prairie Press

Titan senior Izzy Carroll looks in a serve 
in the opening set Monday evening.  The 
Titans defeated Paris in straight sets. See TITAN VB, Page 10A

See TITANS, Page 10A
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Now is the time!
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Come see us today!

VOLLEYBALL
FROM PAGE 9A

After suffering the setback 
on Monday to Tri-County, 
Paris rebounded with a dom-
inating 25-7, 25-3 perfor-
mance over Little Illini con-
ference rival Red Hill. The 
Tiger defense gave up just ten 
total points against the Salu-
kis, one of the least total of 
points scored against them in 
program history. 

“After Monday I wanted to 
see how the team responded,” 
Pinkston said. “I wanted the 
girls to take it upon themselves 
and they came out strong.” 

Paris came out hungry 
in the opening set, quickly 

Jeremy Patterson/ The Prairie Press 

A trio of Tri-County defenders awaits a serve in the team’s win 
over Paris Monday evening, Sept. 23.

building a double-digit lead 
behind the efforts of Pinkston 
and Rouse on the attack. The 
Tiger offense continued to let 
loose on the Saluki defense, 
eventually winning the first 
set 25-7. 

Paris carried that momen-
tum over into the second set, 
forcing a multitude of errors 
from the Red Hill team to win 
the second set 25-3. Rouse 
led the team with 10 kills on 

12 attempts, hitting .833 
while also managing an 
ace. Pinkston had nine kills 
on 14 attempts, hitting 
.643 to pair with two digs. 
Sarah Wells shined from 
the service line, racking up 
seven aces to go along with 
four digs. Block had three 
aces and 18 assists. 

Paris plays again on 
Monday as 6:45 p.m. as 
they host Riverton Parke. 

MAYO RUNNERS EARN HONORS

Special to The Prairie Press

The Mayo Redbird cross country team picked up a handful of medals Friday at the St. Joe Invite. 
From left, Case Colvin placed first in the sixth grade race;  Ava Barrett placed fifth in the sixth 
grade race; Tateum Noel placed 15th in the sixth grade race; Kalvin Rigdon placed 12th in the 
eighth grade race and Garret Rigdon placed 14th in the sixth grade race. 

set 25-17. The Titans man-
aged to dominate the second 
set, winning the stanza 25-
12 to force a deciding set. In 
the final set, the energy of 
the Titans finally ran empty 
as the Panthers cruised to a 
15-5 win. 

TITAN VB
FROM PAGE 9A

The next match in pool 
play was against Newton. 
The toll of the opening 
match showed in this 
match with the Titans do-
ing everything they could 
to stay close, but it was 
the Eagles eventually tak-
ing control and winning 
the match in straight sets 
25-19 and 25-16.

The final match of 
pool play pitted the Ti-
tans against Chrisman 
and Tri-County came out 
strong to take set one 25-
17. However, the Cardi-
nals showed some moxie, 
battling back from the 
verge of being swept and 
winning the second set 
26-24. That momentum 
continued in the final 
stanza for Chrisman, but 
Tri-County found the ex-
tra gear to pull away for a 
15-10 win. 

That win put the Ti-
tans into the fifth place 
match against the Sulli-
van Redskins. The Titans 
dominated the Redskins 
25-9 in the first set. The 
Redskins showed some 
fight in the second set but 
the Titans managed to 
close out the match with 
a 25-18 win. 

Kaylenn Hunt finished 
the tournament with 
39 kills, 15 blocks and 
six aces. Melia Eskew 
had 60 assists and five 
blocks. Cailynne Phillips 
had 21 kills, four blocks 
and six aces. Izzy Carroll 
had six kills. Chelli Hall 
chipped in eight digs. Lil-
lie Cox recorded ten aces.

The Titans will travel 
to Greenup on Tuesday 
night at 6 p.m. to take on 
Cumberland. 

Tigers, Lions are tackling hunger
SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

When the Paris Tigers and 
Marshall Lions take the field 
Friday, Oct. 4, for their Little 
Illini Conference game, there’s 
more on the line that just brag-
ging rights.

The game has been tapped 
as a Tackle Hunger game 
by the Eastern Illinois Food 
Bank. 

Representatives of both 
schools will be collecting 
money for the food bank 
during the game. According 
to Molly Delaney of the EIFB,  
“Money trumps collecting 
food when it comes to calcu-
lating meals.”

In the three previous games  
at other high schools, a total of 

53,379 meals, Delaney said.
For every $1 contributed, 

Eastern Illinois Foodbank can 
provide the equivalent of five  
meals through our partner 
agencies. “It takes 1.2 pounds 
of food to equal a meal, so the 
poundage will be divided by 
1.2 when calculating meals,” 
she said.

The game event is being 
sponsored by Horizon Health 
and Prospect Bank, Delaney 
said, “So you’ve already gen-
erated $500 or 2,500 meals 
each,” she noted.

PHS principal Lorraine Bai-
ley said four or five students 
from each school will be work-
ing with the food bank repre-
sentatives to collect money 
through halftime.

Non-perishable food col-
lected will go directly to the 
Compassionate Food Pantry, 
Bailey emphasized.

WCIA will be present for 
the event and the game, Bai-
ley said and will be promot-
ing it during the next week. 
The television station will an-
nounce the results on its 10 
p.m. newscast.

Funds go EIFB to be pro-
cessed and can be placed in 
a designated account for a 
pantry that serves your area.  
We work with Compassion-
ate Food Ministries in Paris 
Marshall Food Disbursement 
Program-Food Pantry in Mar-
shall. 

The pantries use the funds 
to order food from EIF.

TITANS
FROM PAGE 9A

the field wearing down de-
fensive line of the Bombers 
taking it all the way down to 
the A-O four yard line.  From 
there, Pollock called his own 
number once again taking it 
in from three yards out with 
2:02 left in the half.  Bosio hit 
the extra point to tie the con-
test at 14-14.  The Bombers 
did have the final possession 
of the half, but the Titans 
defense held firm preserving 
the tie heading into the locker 
room.

The Titans started with the 
ball to start the second half, 
but the Bombers created the 
first big play of the game as 
Drake was hit and fumbled 
the ball with A-O recover-
ing in Titans territory.  The 
Bombers would then use the 
short field using the running 
game and made bank with 
the turnover with a one yard 
touchdown run by quarter-
back Josh Williams at the 9:01 
mark.  The two-point conver-
sion try failed on a fake kick 
making the score 20-14.

On the ensuing kickoff, 
the Bombers struck again as 
the Titans couldn’t fall on the 
short kick and A-O recovered 
at the Titans 48 yard line.  On 
the next play, Williams called 
his own number again on 
a quarterback keeper find-
ing space to go 48 yards for 
his second touchdown in as 
many plays.  The two-point 
conversion failed again and 
A-O had a 26-14 lead.

The deficit didn’t faze the 
Titans one bit.

On the next possession, 
Tri-County got a good return 
by Drake and continued their 
take the air out of the ball 
strategy once again wearing 

down the Bombers defensive 
front seven getting down to 
the four yard line.  This time, 
the Titans went to the air on 
a play action pass as Pollock 
found Brandon Royer in the 
corner of the end zone for a 
four yard touchdown with 
3:45 left.  Bosio hit anoth-
er extra point and the score 
was 26-21.  The defense and 
special teams then came up 
huge on the next Bombers 
possession as the snap on 
fourth down went high on a 
Bombers punt attempt which 
the Titans pounced tackling 
Stanley back at the A-O 14 
yard line late in the quarter.  
Tri-County then managed to 
get down the Bombers three 
yard line to end the quarter 
having 1st and goal only down 
five going into the last twelve 
minutes.

In the fourth, the Titans 
found the end zone at the 
11:05 mark as Pollock ran 
his third touchdown of the 
game in from two yards out.  
Pollock then found Dame-
on Bolton on a pass for the 
two-point conversion and 
Tri-County had its first lead 
at 29-26.  On the next posses-
sion, the Bombers continued 
to use the running game with 
the big play being a 48 yard 
run by Williams to get the 
the Titans four yard line.  On 
the next play, Stanley took the 
hand off and punch the ball in 
from there and Lawson hit the 
extra point to make the tally 
33-29 with 8:09 left.

At that point, the game 
would come down to one fi-
nal long drive by the Titans.

Tri-County took the en-
suing kickoff and continue 
the slow, methodical drive 
game plan with the first big 
play coming on a 4th and 1 
on the Bombers 35 yard line.  

The Titans would get that one 
yard to continue the drive 
and continue to chip away 
yardage eventually getting to 
another critical play with 4th 
and 3 from the six yard line 
with :35 seconds left.  The 
Titans would get another first 
down and get to the Bombers 
one yard line.  After Drake 
got stopped at the four with 
3.1 seconds left, the clock 
stopped as Drake was injured 
on the same play.  Once play 
resumed, Pollock tried a pass 
to the corner of the end zone 
that fell incomplete, but Ar-
genta-Oreana was called for 
a defensive penalty giving 
Tri-County one last chance 
from inside the two.  The Ti-
tans tried one last play going 
to air, but Pollock had his pass 
intercepted in the end zone 
by Braxton Ulrey to help the 
Bombers escape with the 33-
29 win.

Mitch Pollock has ten car-
ries for 33 yards and three 
touchdown while going 5 of 8 
passing for 59 yards, a touch-
down, and an interception.  
Lane Bisby had 24 carries for 
65 yards and Daniel Drake 
had 17 carries for 90 yards.

Makail Stanley led the 
Bombers with 17 carries for 
154 yards and three scores 
while adding four receptions 
for 24 yards.  Josh Williams 
was 6 of 12 passing for 22 
yards and had 13 carries for 
169 yards and two scores.

The Titans (2-3 overall, 
2-1 Lincoln Prairie) will host 
Homecoming on Friday in 
Oakland facing off against the 
Cumberland Pirates, who de-
feated the Arcola Purple Rid-
ers 28-26 to climb into a tie 
for first place in the Lincoln 
Prairie Conference.  Kickoff 
is set for 7:00 p.m. at Titans 
Field.

IT’S  
SATURDAY

TIME TO SIT  
& SAVOR

101 N. Central Ave., Paris 
217-921-3216
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Publication Date: Saturday, Oct.12, 2019

The Press —  217-921-3216
Nancy —  573-289-3694
Kim  —              217-822-4731

The Prairie Press is once again pub-
lishing Edgar County Harvest, a publi-
cation celebrating the most important 
industry in Edgar County.

The publication will be a separate 
section that will be included in the 
Saturday, Oct. 12 edition of The Prairie 
Press, which will be delivered to 5,100 

homes in Edgar, Clark, Douglas and 
Coles Counties.

The editorial staff of The Prairie Press 
is working hard on a variety of stories, 
including topics like technology, safety, 
what’s new in farm machinery and 
much more.

This will be one of the most read 

publications this year in Edgar County 
simply because agriculture is so import-
ant to our daily lives, touching nearly 
everything we do.

Because of that readership, we believe 
advertising in this publication will be a 
boost to the bottom line of your busi-
ness.

Bears looking for a win

Special to The Prairie Press

Chicago Bears quarterback Mitchell Trubisky (10) works to escape Washington Redskins 
defensive end Matthew Ioannidis (98) during the second half of an NFL football game Monday, 
Sept. 23, in Landover, Md. The Bears face the Vikings Sunday at Soldier Field.

LAKE FOREST, Ill. 
(AP) — The Chicago 
Bears took a big step to-
ward the NFC North 
championship when they 
beat Minnesota at Soldier 
Field last season.

If the Vikings return the 
favor on Sunday, the climb 
toward a second straight 
division title would be a 
steep one.

“This is a division game, 
right?” Bears coach Matt 
Nagy said. “At home against 
a pretty good defense and 
an offense right now that’s 
like tops in the league in 
running the football. ... 
You better come ready to 
buckle-your-chinstrap type 
deal. So the game is big. It’s 
a division, it’s at home. All 
these division games, we’re 
0-1 right now at home ver-
sus a division opponent.”

The Bears (2-1) opened 
the NFL’s 100th season 
with a 10-3 loss at Sol-
dier Field to Aaron Rod-
gers and the Green Bay 
Packers. And they’ll try 
to avoid an 0-2 start at 
home with another loss to 
a division rival when they 
host the Vikings (2-1).

Chicago has won two 
in a row on the road 
since dropping the open-
er, beating Denver on 

a last-second field goal by 
Eddy Pineiro and dominat-
ing Washington 31-15 on 
Monday night. 

But after getting a breath-
er against the Redskins, the 
Bears figure to face a more 
difficult challenge.

The Vikings have NFL 
rushing leader Dalvin Cook 
and a defense that can give 
quarterbacks more than a few 
headaches. Then again, Min-
nesota will have to contend 
with Khalil Mack and Co.

They had no luck last year, 
getting swept by Chicago for 
the first time since 2011.

“They’re going to make 
plays, we’re going to make 
plays,” Cook said. “We’re go-
ing to see if we can keep that 
same energy the whole game, 
staying on schedule, stick-
ing with the run. Whatever 
the play call is, just sticking 
with it if it don’t get what we 
want. Just stay on schedule, 
stick with it. It’s going to be 
a game of emotions.”

The Bears took a big step 
toward securing their first 
division championship since 
2010 with a 25-20 victory at 
home last season, and they 
kept the Vikings out of the 
playoffs by beating them on 
the road to wrap up the regu-
lar season.

Kirk Cousins had two of 

his three lowest passer rat-
ings against Chicago and got 
sacked six times.

HEATING UP
Bears quarterback Mitch-

ell Trubisky delivered his 
best performance of the 
season after a sluggish start 
against winless Washington 
on Monday night — but not 
before he got reamed by his 
coach.

ESPN caught Nagy yelling 
at Trubisky on the sideline 
during a timeout on third 
down at the Washington 22 
with 8:23 left in the second 
quarter. 

Three plays later, Trubisky 
and Taylor Gabriel con-
nected for the first of three 
touchdowns in a span of just 
over six minutes.

“I have a little bit of a heat-
ed side to me at times, and I 
think there’s nothing wrong 
with that, but Mitch does, 
too,” Nagy said. “That’s just 
today’s world.”

A coach yelling at a play-
er generally wouldn’t attract 
much attention. But Nagy 
has rarely — if ever — crit-
icized his quarterback, at 
least in public.

Either way, Trubisky came 
through after struggling 
against Green Bay and Den-
ver. 

Packers fall at home

Special to The Prairie Press

Green Bay Packers quarterback Aaron Rodgers (12) looks down-
field for a receiver during the Thursday, Sept. 26,game in Green 
Bay, Wis. Philadelphia came back from the contest to take the 
win 34-27. 

GREEN BAY, Wis. (AP) 
— Craig James was on the 
practice squad at the begin-
ning of the week.

The short-handed Phila-
delphia Eagles promoted the 
second-year undrafted cor-
nerback to the active roster 
two days before the prime-
time matchup in Green Bay. 
James responded by making 
the game-winning play in the 
34-27 win over the Packers on 
Thursday night.

With 25 seconds left, James 
jumped a quick slant by Mar-
quez Valdes-Scantling and 
tipped Aaron Rodgers’ pass 
into the end zone where Ni-
gel Bradham collected it and 
sealed the victory.

“I’m a no-name out there, 
so when somebody that 
doesn’t get a lot of playing 
time gets in the game, that’s 
the target,” James said. “That’s 
the game plan. Coaches tell 
you, ‘Go at him. That’s the 
weak link.’ But as the weak 
link, I still have to be as pre-
pared as the starters.”

Jordan Howard gashed 
Green Bay for his second ca-
reer three-touchdown game 
and the Eagles (2-2) ended a 
two-game losing streak.

Howard finished with 87 
yards on 15 carries and two 
touchdowns rushing and one 
receiving, Carson Wentz went 
16 for 27 for 160 yards, three 
scores and no turnovers, and 
the Eagles rebounded after 
losing consecutive games by a 
combined seven points.

“We already were confi-
dent,” Howard said. “We al-
ready believed in ourselves. 
It probably reassured every-
body else.”

Rodgers started 10 for 10 
and finished 34 for 53 for 422 
yards, two touchdowns and 
a fumble that set up a short 
Philadelphia scoring drive.

Davante Adams had a ca-
reer-high 180 yards on 10 
catches for Green Bay, but 
he wasn’t on the field for the 
Packers (3-1) on the last drive 
because of a toe injury.

“Obviously, having him out 
there would have been for 
the better, but we had a lot 
of chances down the stretch,” 
Rodgers said. “We moved the 
ball well all day long. We just 
struggled in the red zone.”

Adams was hurt after 
making a catch in the fourth 
quarter that gave the Packers 
first-and-goal at the 8. Avon-
te Maddox was called for 
pass interference on the next 
play while teammate Andrew 
Sendejo collided with him.

Maddox was carted off the 
field on a stretcher late in the 
fourth quarter, which forced 
coach Doug Pederson to turn 
to James.

Rodgers had first and goal 
from the 1 after the delay and 
threw four straight incomple-
tions.

“Credit the defense, man, it 
was twice down there,” Peder-
son said. “... Any time you can 
keep an Aaron Rodgers team 
out of the end zone, it’s a pos-
itive thing.”

After punting on its first 
two drives and falling be-

hind 10-0, Philadelphia 
scored on four straight pos-
sessions against a defense 
that had only given up 35 
points through the first three 
games.

Sacked six times in the pre-
vious two games, Wentz man-
aged to stay upright. Zach 
Ertz had a team-high seven 
catches for 65 yards, and 
Alshon Jeffery, who missed 
all but six snaps over the past 
two weeks with a calf injury, 
finished with 38 yards and a 
touchdown on three catches.

Rodgers and Adams con-
nected on a 58-yard comple-
tion on the opening drive. It 
was the longest play of the 
season for Green Bay, which 
scored a touchdown on its 
opening drive for the third 
consecutive game. Aaron 
Jones scored from 3 yards 
out two plays later to give the 
Packers the early lead.

Mason Crosby added a 
field goal in the beginning of 
the second quarter to make it 
10-0.

The Eagles finally got a lit-
tle momentum on a 67-yard 
return by Miles Sanders on 
the ensuing kickoff. The re-
turn set up a 6-yard score by 
Jeffery.

Green Bay added another 
field goal to take a 13-7 lead.

Wentz found tight end 
Dallas Goedert for a 3-yard 
touchdown strike to give the 
Eagles a 14-13 lead just before 
the two-minute warning.

Rodgers fumbled on the 
following drive after a strip-
sack by Derek Barnett. The 
Eagles capitalized with 1-yard 
score by Howard. Howard’s 
touchdown made it 21-13 
with 54 seconds to go.

Rodgers needed just 50 
seconds to lead the Packers 
70 yards. The two-time MVP 
found Geronimo Allison for a 
19-yard touchdown to make 
it 21-20 at the half.

The Eagles opened the sec-
ond half with a 20-yard score 
from Wentz to Howard. After 
a failed two-point conversion, 
Philadelphia led 27-20.

Jimmy Graham got his first 
catch and score since Week 1. 
Graham had six catches for 
61 yards and a 14-yard touch-
down that tied the game at 

27-27 with 3:16 to go in the 
third.

Howard scored his third 
touchdown on a 2-yard run 
that made it 34-27 at the start 
of the fourth.

The Eagles picked up the 
victory despite committing 
nine penalties for 93 yards.

INJURIES
Eagles: CB Sidney Jones 

suffered a hamstring inju-
ry and did not return. That 
leaves Philadelphia with only 
two healthy cornerbacks — 
Rasul Douglas and James — 
on the roster.

Packers: RB Jamaal Wil-
liams was carted off the field 
on the first play from scrim-
mage. He did not return. 
CB Tony Brown suffered a 
hamstring injury and did not 
return. RT Bryan Bulaga left 
with a shoulder injury. He 
also did not return. S Will 
Redmond was being eval-
uated for a concussion. CB 
Kevin King suffered a groin 
injury. Adams suffered an in-
jured toe.

UP NEXT
Eagles: Host New York Jets 

on Oct. 6
Packers: At Dallas on Oct. 

6.

Suitors are are already
lining up for Joe Maddon
SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

Joe Maddon season is un-
derway.

With the Cubs eliminat-
ed from playoff contention, 
Joe Maddon’s future with the 
team is definitely in doubt.

The manager is in the last 
year of his contract and many 
people around baseball are 
assuming that Maddon will 
not return to the Cubs next 
year. Other teams are circling 
to pounce on the opportunity 
to get a World Series-winning 
manager.

Ken Rosenthal of The Ath-
letic mentioned the Phillies 
and Mets as logical landing 
spots, but also reported that 
the Angels are interested in 
Maddon. The mention of the 
Angels has extra relevance be-
cause Maddon spent 31 years 
in the organization as a player, 
scout and coach.

Three teams already have 
openings: the Padres, Royals 
and Giants. More openings 
are sure to be created.

This is still a bit premature 
because the Cubs could de-
cide to keep Maddon, but the 
way Jon Lester spoke about 

Maddon after Wednesday’s 
loss, it does sound like Mad-
don is on his way out.

If the Cubs do part ways 
with Maddon, there will be 
plenty of suitors if he decides 
he wants to manage in 2020.
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UNITED STATES AIR FORCE 

BAND OF MID-AMERICA 
FREE

7 p.m.
Friday, October 11th

Paris Center of 
Fine Arts

14040 E 1200th Rd
Paris

More information available at: 
www.pcofa.net and www.bandofmidamerica.af.mil

Premier Sponsor  -  American Legion Post  211

To reserve your seat, tickets are
available at pcofa.net.  Also, available in Prospect Bank Lobby

(217) 463-3911
112 N Main St  • Paris, IL

We’ve 
got your 

colors

Dalbey Designs

Edgar County’s
Fan Headquarters!

 
OPEN DAILY  11 A.M. – 9 P.M.

Specials

Footlong Hot Dog  $2.00 

FLAVOR OF THE WEEK: Black Cherry

Specials start Sunday

(217) 465-5812 • 309 W. Jasper St.  Paris, IL 

 

NEW MENU ITEM!
Jumbo Breaded 

Tenderloin
$5.49

Grilled Tenderloin, Chips & Drink  $6.50

Mayo baseball ends drought, wins regional

BY JEFF CHAMBERS
prairiepresssports@gmail.com

SIDELL — Through the 
first two innings of the IESA 
Class 2A regional champi-
onship game Monday eve-
ning, Sept. 23, it appeared as 
though fans were going to be 
treated to a slugfest.

After the first couple of 
frames, the pitchers for each 
team settled down the rest 
of the way. The only differ-
ence was that Mayo scored 
two more times — the last 
coming in the bottom of the 
eighth inning — to give the 

Redbirds their first region-
al boys championship in 29 
years, defeating a tough Salt 
Fork team 5-4.

The visitors took advantage 
of some early-on wildness by 
starting pitcher Brody Sand-
ers to push across a pair of 
runs in the top of the first in-
ning. 

Even though he struck out 
the side, Sanders walked two, 
hit a batter, and allowed just a 
single to give Salt Fork a 2-0 
lead.

Mayo quickly cut that lead 
in half in the bottom of the 
first inning as Parker Under-
wood led off with a single. 
He promptly swiped second 
base, then took third on a wild 
pitch. Sanders reached on an 

Special to The Prairie Press

The Mayo Redbird baseball team shows off its regional championship trophy following a 5-4 
eight-innings.

infield, bloop single to put 
runners at the corners with 
one away. Ethan Curl singled 
sharply to center to bring Un-
derwood home with the first 
run, and make it 2-1.

Salt Fork added two more 
runs in the top of the second 
to take a 4-1 lead. 

The Redbirds once again 
chipped away at the lead in 
the home half of the second as 
Ty King drew a one-out walk. 
After a steal of second, Un-
derwood came through with 
a huge, two-out base hit to 
make it 4-2. Jackson Rigdon 
drove a double to right field 
to score Underwood all the 
way from first to bring Mayo 
within one run at 4-3.

Both pitchers settled down 
over the course of the next 
four innings, as the two teams 

combined for eight strike-
outs, and only one baserun-
ner managed to reach third 
base. In the bottom of the 
sixth inning, 

Mayo evened the score. 
Christian Miller was hit by a 
pitch to lead things off. It ap-
peared as if Miller would be 
stranded on the bases as the 
next two batters went down 
in order. Miller did advance 
all the way to third on a wild 
pitchand a fielder’s choice 
ground out. 

Up to the plate stepped 
King and he delivered the 
biggest hit of the season-up 
to this point-as he singled to 
center to bring home Miller 
with the tying run.

What Mayo Coach Colton 
Dosch and his team did not 
know, was that an even bigger 

moment was about to happen 
two innings later. 

Drew Rogers drew a one-
out walk in the bottom of the 
eighth inning. 

The next series of events 
would be hard for anyone to 
make up even if they tried. 
Without the Salt Fork pitcher 
delivering a pitch to Ty King, 
Mayo scored the winning run.

Here’s how it happened.
Rogers took a lead off of first 

base and the Salt Fork pitcher 
tried to pick him off. The throw 
got away from the first base-
man and Rogers rounded sec-
ond and raced towards third 
ahead of the throw.

When the first baseman fi-
nally made the throw to third, 
his toss bounced away. Rogers 
sprinted home — barely out-
running Dosch — with the 

deciding run for the regional 
championship.

Dosch spoke of his team’s 
win after the celebration. 
“This was a great team win. 
I’m so proud of all 15 guys 
on our roster.” He added, “It’s 
been 29 years since our last 
regional title, so it is definite-
ly an exciting moment for the 
players, and our school.”

After a rocky first couple 
of innings, Sanders settled 
down and found his groove 
on the mound. He ended up 
going 4.2 innings, allowing 
four runs on three hits. He 
walked four, hit two batters, 
and struck out 10. 

Rigdon earned the victory 
as he went the final 3.1 in-
nings. He did not allow a run 
and only gave up one hit. He 
struck out four and did not 
walk a batter. Coach Dosch 
praised the work of his two 
hurlers saying, “Brody(Sand-
ers) and Jackson(Rigdon) 
were big-time on the mound. 
We held them scoreless over 
the last six innings.”

Rigdon had a double, a sin-
gle, and an RBI to pace the 
Mayo offense. Underwood 
and Brody Sanders each had 
a pair of singles, with Under-
wood also driving in a run. 
Curl and King each had a sin-
gle and an RBI; and Christian 
Miller and Marcus Mitchell 
each added a base hit. 

Next up for Mayo(11-4) 
is a matchup with Teutopo-
lis(17-2) at 11 a.m. at Teutop-
olis Junior High School.

Redbirds traveling to 
T-Town for sectional 
game this morning

Crestwood girls open with wins
BY JEREMY PATTERSON
pattersonjeremy267@gmail.com 

The Crestwood girl’s sev-
enth and eighth grade bas-
ketball programs started their 
seasons this week, winning all 
but one of the contests. 

The seventh grade Lady Ea-
gles are 2-0 while the eighth 
grade Lady Eagles are 1-1. 

CRESTWOOD 7TH 34, TOLONO 9 
The Crestwood girls bas-

ketball team sped out of the 
gate in its matchup with To-
lono, ultimately winning the 
contest 34-9. 

Graci Watson led the team 
with 13 points, one rebound 
and four steals. Mazie Mae 
Hawkins scored six points to 
go along with six rebounds, one 
assists and one steal. Bella Mo-
reschi had three points, three 
rebounds and one assist. Taylor 
Clark scored one point while 
also grabbing four rebounds 
two assists and one steal. 

TOLONO 25, CRESTWOOD 8TH 20
Despite a rally late in the 

game, the Crestwood girls 
eighth basketball team was 
unable to cut deep enough 
into Tolono’s lead, falling 25-
20. 

Graci Watson led the team 
in scoring with nine points 
while also managing four re-

bounds and two steals. Gracie 
Dyer scored seven points to 
pair with two rebounds and 
two steals. Vivian Moore had 
two rebounds, two assists and 
one steal in the contest. 

CRESTWOOD 7TH 43, MARSHALL 11 
Crestwood opened the 

game with several strong of-
fensive performances to help 
them leave the season opener 
with a tone-setting 43-11 vic-
tory. 

Graci Watson led the team 
in scoring with 18 points 
while also bringing in four 
rebounds, three assists and six 
steals. Taylor Clark had eight 
points, five steals, two assists 
and a rebound. Mazie Mae 
Hawkins scored four points to 
pair with three rebounds and 
a steal. Bella Moreschi had 
three points, four rebounds, 
four steals and one assist. 

CRESTWOOD 8TH 41, MARSHALL 12 
Crestwood was able to start 

out strong and keep Marshall 
on the run in the season open-
er, winning the contest 41-12. 

The Lady Eagles were led 
in scoring by Gracie Dyer 
who netted 17 points along 
with five steals, one rebound 
and one assist. Graci Watson 
scored four points while also 
grabbing two rebounds and 
an assist. Samanatha Kindred 
scored four points and had 
one assist. Mazie Mae Haw-
kins had four points and five 
rebounds. Taylor Clark had 
four points, two steals, two 
assists and one rebound. Jami 
Wallace had three points, two 
steals and a team-high six re-
bounds. 

Crestwood will host Dan-
ville on Tuesday, Oct. 1. with 
tipoff scheduled at 4:30 p.m. 

Lady Redbirds continue strong start
BY JEREMY PATTERSON 
pattersonjeremy267@gmail.com 

The Mayo girls seventh and 
eighth grade basketball teams 
continued their strong starts 
to the season this week. 

The seventh grade Lady 
Redbird team is now 3-1 
on the year while the eighth 
grade Lady Redbirds are 
4-0. 

MAYO 7TH 43, PALESTINE 6 
The Lady Redbird seventh 

grade basketball team was re-
lentless in its 43-6 win over 
Palestine Thursday evening.

Peighton Smith led the 
team with 12 points and 
six rebounds. Bailey Plew 
scored eight points and six 
rebounds. Linda Selemoska 
scored eight points and had 
nine rebounds. Emmie Bar-
rett scored two points and 
grabbed five rebounds. Ken-
zie York scored two while 
managing six rebounds. 
Tatum Noel scored three 

points, five steals and five re-
bounds. Paven Walker had 
four points, five steals and 
seven rebounds. Emma Sand-
ers scored four points. 

MAYO 8TH 50, PALENSTINE 5
The Mayo eighth grade 

girls basketball team shined 
Thursday night in its matchup 
with Palenstine, winning the 
contest 50-5. 

The team was paced by 
Stephanie Johnson with 11 
points, five assists and nine 
steals. Jaidyn Simpson fol-
lowed, tallying 10 points and 
five rebounds. Aubrey Wil-
son scored eight points to go 
along with five rebounds and 
five assists. Linda Selimos-
ka had two points and five 
rebounds. Peighton Smith 
scored nine points and had 
five steals. Tori Moore had 
four points. Bailey Plew 
scored three points. Sam-
il Milam and Kya Bradford 
scored two points each. 

MAYO 7TH 32, MARTINSVILLE 24
The Mayo girls basketball 

team used a strong start to 
pace itself ti a 32-24 win over 
Martinsville.

Bailey Plew scoring a team-
high 22 points and grabbing 
15 rebounds. Linda Selemos-
ka poured in six points and 
five rebounds. Emmie Barrett 
grabbed six rebounds. Tatum 
Noel scored four points. 

MAYO 8TH 48, MARTINSVILLE 4 
The Mayo girls basketball 

team used a strong defensive 
presence on the court to beat 
Martinsville 48-4. 

Stephanie Johnson scored 
a team-high 14 points to go 
along with five rebounds and 
nine steals. Aubrey Wilson 
had two points, six steals and 
five assists. Jaidyn Simpson 
scored eight points. Linda Se-
limoska had eight points and 
five rebounds. Bailey Plew 
scored eight points. Kya Brad-
ford scored two points. 

If didn’t tell you … 
who would?



A Saturday field trip when I was a 
junior in high school opened my eyes to 
the migration of the monarch butterfly, 
thanks to Teddy Day 
and my plan to become 
a journalist.

We were en route to 
a high school journal-
ism conference at the 
University of Illinois, 
driving up on what my 
dad called The Illini 
Trail which, if I recall 
is State Route 130. 
Anyway, somewhere 
on the other side of 
Villa Grove I remember this sea of 
monarch butterflies. I couldn’t believe it. 
Of course, Teddy (I respectively called 
her Mrs. Day at that time) explained it 
to me. It was something I never forgot.

Fast forward to the past couple 
of weeks here in Edgar County. My 
friend, Nancy Marrs, posted a couple of 
pictures on her Facebook page of what 
appeared to be hundreds of butterflies 
taking a rest in some of the Marrs’ farm 
trees. That was followed by pictures 
from Sharon Farris, who brought a cou-
ple of pictures by our office as well as 
pictures by our own Samantha Tucker 
of the trees on the West Lake filled with 
the orange, black and white butterflies.

It doesn’t take much for my inquiring 
mind to begin looking for more infor-
mation, which I found thanks to Google 
and YouTube. 

Monarch butterflies are the only 
insect that migrates to a warmer climate 
that is 2,500 miles away each year.

Monarchs are a flagship prairie 
species. Prairie habitat is important to 
pheasants and other animals dependent 
on grasslands and wildflowers. Pollina-
tor-friendly habitat is filled with diverse 
nectar sources which support monarchs 
and native bees. Milkweed and other 
nectar sources provide monarchs with 
breeding habitat, resting and refueling 
stops during migration as well as food at 
the overwintering sites. Habitat provid-
ing insect-rich environments supports 
upland birds, grassland songbirds and 
other prairie wildlife.

We benefit, too. Native grasses and 

prairie flowers have complex root 
systems helping to filter water, reduce 
runoff and control erosion. Wildflowers 
beautify our landscapes. Diverse prairies 
are great places for recreation ranging 
from hiking, wildflower identification 
and bird watching to hunting.

To create healthy habitat for all 
grassland species we need to increase 
habitat connectivity, use native polli-
nator-friendly seed mixes and plant a 
range of nectar plants that bloom from 
early spring to mid fall.

Monarch butterflies are not able to 
survive the cold winters of most of the 
United States so they migrate south 
and west each autumn to escape the 
cold weather. The monarch migration 
usually starts in about October of each 
year but can start earlier if the weather 
turns cold sooner than that.

The monarch butterflies will spend 
their winter hibernation in Mexico 
and some parts of Southern California 
where it is warm all year long. 

If the monarch lives in the Eastern 
states — usually east of the Rocky 
Mountains — it will migrate to Mexico 
and hibernate in oyamel fir trees. If 
the monarch butterfly lives west of the 
Rocky Mountains, then it will hibernate 

in and around Pacific Grove, Calif., in 
eucalyptus trees. 

Unbelievably, monarch butterflies use 
the very same trees each and every year 
when they migrate. This is a real mystery 
because they aren’t the same butterflies 
that were there last year. These are the 
new fourth generation of monarch 
butterflies.

How do they know which trees are 
the right ones to hibernate in? Scien-
tists aren’t really sure. 

The monarch butterfly migration 
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ONE OF EARTH’S GREATEST MIGRATIONS BEGINS

Samantha Tucker/The Prairie Press

Looking almost like leaves, monarch butterflies sleep with their colorful wings 
folded until the sun rises. They prefer to roost on tree branches.

Monarchs flutter by Paris

Gaylord Eff sold cars 
for a living. I never heard 
a bad word said about 

the guy 
during the 
10 or so 
years he 
worked 
for a 
dealership. 
A natural 
good 
sense of 
humor 
was the 
man’s 

greatest asset. Everyone 
liked him.  

Gaylord was also a 
church deacon. There, too, 
he was much appreciated. 
Somehow he met a gener-
ous man who came to his 
office one day and nearly 
knocked him for a loop 
with a surprising flurry of 
words. Gaylord, in accor-
dance with the agreement, 
never revealed the visitor’s 
identity.

“Gaylord,” the man 
said after some chit-chat, 
“there’s a new sharp-look-
ing tan economy sedan 
on your lot. I want to 
purchase it as a gift for 
your church’s minister. 
Rev. Voh’s old car needs 
constant repair. He’s short 
on money – has been 
for several years – and 
in serious need of a new 
car. I’ll pay cash-on-the 
barrelhead, but only if 
you’ll never tell anyone 
who bought the car. He’s 
a wonderful preacher, a 
devoted hard-working 
man. Very deserving.”

Gaylord and the donor 
discussed the car. Soon 
they agreed on terms. The 
purchaser not only paid 
for the auto but also a full 
year of collision insurance. 
Rev. Voh, of course, knew 
absolutely nothing about 
the purchase. Gaylord was 
to deliver it as a surprise.

Next afternoon Gaylord 
drove the freshly washed, 
waxed and fully prepped 
new car to the church 
parking lot. As expected, 
he found Rev. Voh neatly 
dressed and relaxed in his 
office chair. Before the 
man, now graying at the 
edges, lay some paperwork 
on the desk, most likely 
a future sermon. Gaylord 
accepted a friendly invi-
tation to be seated. They 
exchanged a few pleasant-
ries before getting down to 
business.

“Rev. Voh, I brought 
you a new car.”

“That’s nice, Gaylord, 
but you know I can’t afford 
one.”

“You can this one. It’s 
a gift. The title is in the 
glove compartment for 
you to sign.”

The minister laughed in 
disbelief.

“No kidding,” said the 

Preacher 
calling 
his wife 

ALLEN
ENGLEBRIGHT
OLD 
CODGER

Rocky was a cowboy. 
He carried his holstered 
revolvers around the 
neighbor-
hood and 
wore his 
big, white 
hat low on 
his head.

He 
came into 
my life one 
fine sum-
mer day 
in 1953. 
My first 
reaction was fear, which 
was understandable. I was 
no different from other 
kids my age. When you are 
a kid, you fear monsters 
under the bed and hide 
under the covers.

With monsters, being 
the nature of children, 
they hide, barely breathing 
until the terror goes away. 
I think parents forget that. 
They turn off the lights, 
shut the door and the 
child hears them walk 
away.

It took a while to get 
used to Rocky’s loudness 
and strangeness, his guns 
and cowboy hat. Rocky 
showed up when he was 
11 or 12. My fear  slowly 
evolved to admiration for 
Rocky’s big silver revolv-
ers.

So, the next Christmas 
I put big, silver revolv-
ers and a cowboy hat in 
my letter to Santa. I also 
wanted a knife, one with a 
big blade. On Christmas 
morning, I leaped out of 
bed, ran down the stairs 
and looked under the tree.

The next time Rocky 
showed up we had a show-
down, blazing away. It was 
one of many showdowns 
over the next few years. 
Rocky went to grade 
schools with his guns.

In that time, special kids 
were kept at home, but 
his parents insisted Rocky 
be treated as equal. There 
were no special needs 
program in our school at 
the time.

Finally, Rocky went 
away. He slumbers in his 
grave in a small cemetery. 
Somewhere out there, 
beyond the stars, beyond 
our desire to know why, he 
pulls his revolvers from his 
holster and blazes away.

He forever dreams of 
being a cowboy and for-
ever is accepted, and that 
is the way it should always 
be – accepted. Out there 
is somewhere we are all 
accepted. I believe that.

I celebrate Rocky every 
year in the fall when sever-
al thousand people throw 
a big party, all fun and 
plenty of games. Special 
Olympics Family Festival 
comes to the grounds of 
Lake Land College.

It was a warm day with 
the wind sweeping the 
sounds of Karaoke and 
laughter and the smell of 

Rocky the 
cowboy

HARRY 
REYNOLDS
ANOTHER 
LOOK

Life is all about the birds 
and the bees, or another way 
to say it might be as go the 
birds and bees, so do we.

This is the 39th Honeybee 
weekend. The honeybee 
population decline has made 
news for a few years, but this 
month a new report docu-
mented the changes in bird 
population. The numbers are 
not good showing there are 3 
billion fewer birds in North 
America than there were 50 
years ago. 

During the winter of 2018-
2019, the United States lost 
40 percent of all honeybee 
hives. That is the greatest loss 
since the survey began 13 
years ago. There are multiple 
reasons but most agree the 
decline is due to decreasing 
crop diversity, loss of polli-
nator habitat, pesticides and 
poor health. Commercial bee 
population has not declined 
due to beekeepers aggressive-
ly replacing hives.

Honeybees make headlines 
but they are only a small part 

of the picture. Long before 
the European honeybee 
was introduced to North 
America there were effective 
native pollinators here. These 
insects are suffering similar 
destruction but don’t have 
commercial managers work-
ing to replace them.

There are over 4,337 spe-
cies of native bees and wasps 
in the U.S. and Canada. 
Examples include the bumble 
bee which since the early 90s 
been used commercially in 
tomato greenhouse produc-
tion and other outdoor crops, 
including blueberries and 
cranberries, where honeybees 
are not the most effective 
pollinator.  

California has 1,600 
species of native bees, with 
names like the blue orchard 
bee, the squash bee and the 
teddy bear bee. Native bees 
are messier than honeybees, 
but their methods actually 
make them better at spread-
ing pollen around. A tomato 
farmer may see 50 percent 

more tomatoes that are twice 
as big if bumble bees visit 
regularly.

Until now 
much less has 
been pub-
lished about 
the native 
bee species 
populations. 
Of the 4,337 
species 
of native 
pollinators 
where there 
is sufficient 

data to assess, more than half 
are declining. Nearly one in 
four native bee species is im-
periled and at increasing risk 
of extinction. Just like honey-
bees, the declines are caused 
primarily by habitat loss, 
heavy pesticide use, climate 
change and urbanization.

It is not just bees. We 
depend on birds for food 
and environmental balance. 
too. Rachel Carson’s classic 
work “Silent Sprng” was 
published in 1962 sounding 

the alarm about pesticide use 
devastating birds at the top 
of the food chain. These were 
eagles, falcons and waterfowl. 
Some of the most persistent 
chemicals were eliminated, 
and we have seen success 
rebuilding those populations. 

A recent all-inclusive 
study confirms it is too soon 
to claim victory. Research 
published in Science two 
weeks ago shows since 1970 
a population decrease of 
nearly 3 billion birds across 
North America. That is an 
overall decline of 29 percent. 
The hardest-hit birds live on 
grasslands and prairies and 
other open spaces. 

Birds are more than just 
graceful acrobats tweeting 
interesting songs. They 
are classified as ecosystem 
service providers. Birds keep 
farmers in business, they 
prevent erosion and they 
slow the spread of disease. 
Without birds, coffee would 
be scarce and building indus-
tries would struggle to have 

enough lumber.
Some interesting examples 

include when the Mormons 
settled Utah in the 19th 
century and their first two 
crop seasons were destroyed 
by western crickets. Fields 
of wheat were wiped to the 
ground in a single day. People 
were in despair but amazingly 
in Utah the sea gulls came by 
the hundreds and thousands. 
They devoured the insects 
before all of the grain was 
destroyed. History is filled 
with stories of birds saving 
potato fields, fruit orchards 
and cranberry bogs from 
insect destruction. 

Currently scientists are 
trying to put a value on their 
services. One project is the 
damage done by the coffee 
berry borer. The tiny insects 
take over individual berries 
and spend most of their life 
cycle inside, rendering those 
beans unsellable. There are 
no safe pesticides to use. 

What helps save coffee 
farmers are migrant birds 

like the black-throated blue 
warbler foraging for insects. 
They feed on the borers 
before the insects can drill 
through the berry skin. There 
are insect-eating birds that 
protect apple orchards in the 
Netherlands and safeguard 
white oaks of the Ozarks, 
whose lumber is valued for 
furniture. All these popula-
tions are in decline.

Birds pollinate plants 
with more than 900 species 
spreading pollen from plant 
to plant. Birds are nature’s 
cleanup crew. We depend on 
vultures and scavengers to 
clean up enormous amounts 
of roadkill. Birds spread seeds 
as anyone with a fencerow 
knows. It’s a constant chal-
lenge to keep mulberries out 
where birds roost and deposit 
seeds from their most recent 
meal. 

They consume fruit, nuts 
and berries then spread the 
seeds. Birds can transform en-
tire landscapes. Their lifestyle 

Decline of birds and bee populations is not a good sign

TERRY
SULLIVAN
ARMCHAIR 
SCIENCE

See REYNOLDS, Page 9BSee CODGER, Page 9B

See SULLIVAN, Page 2B

Samantha Tucker/The Prairie Press

A monarch catches the morning sun on a catalpa tree leaf, shaking off the nightly chill. Sharp-eyed Paris residents may have 
noticed these orange and black beauties gliding through town during the day or clustered on branches in the evening. The 
turn in seasons sets the butterflies off on their long journey to Mexico.

NANCY
ZEMAN
LIVING  
IN PARIS

Special to The Prairie Press
Sharon Farris provided this photo of 
monarch butterflies resting Wednesday 
morning, Sept. 25, in a tree near her 
home.

See MONARCHS, Page 2B



takes place during late summer 
or autumn in southern Cana-
da, the U.S., coastal California 
and Mexico. They return to 
the northern region during 
spring. This happens during 
the lifespan of three to four 
generations of this butterfly. 
Monarchs can fly thousands 
of miles, migrating to as far as 
Canada in the north and as far 
as Mexico City in the south.
    Monarchs are amazing mi-
grants, as they always know the 
right direction for migrating 
without having ever undertak-
en the flight earlier. They seem 
to have a built-in compass that 
directs them to the correct 
course every fall and spring. 
The organized migration of 
these butterflies is among the 
most wonderful natural events 
in the world of insects.

Only monarchs born in late 
summer or early fall make the 
migration, and they make only 
one round trip. By the time 
next year's winter migration 
begins, several summer gener-

ations will have lived and died.  
It will be last year's migrators' 
great-grandchildren that make 
the trip. Yet somehow these 
new generations know the way 
— following the same routes 
their ancestors took — some-
times even returning to the 
same tree.

Many scientists are 
concerned about the eastern 
population of monarchs, 
which summer east of the 
Rocky Mountains. This group 
is occurring in ever smaller 
numbers. Its survival may be 
threatened by a series of nat-
ural disasters in the Mexican 
wintering grounds, as well as 
by reduced acreage of milk-
weed plants in their summer 
home.

The good news is we can 
help save the monarchs by 
helping to provide a natural 
habitat for the butterflies, 
imperiled bees and other 
pollinators. 

There is no one group 
or agency responsible for 
providing habitat needed for 
monarch conservation. All 
organizations, agencies and in-

dividuals must work together 
to improve, restore and create 
grassland habitats to save 
monarchs.

Schools, churches, parks 
and individuals are encour-
aged to plant milkweed and 
nectar plants native to our 
area. Garden organically 
to minimize the impact on 
monarchs, their food plants 
and other pollinators. Become 
a citizen scientist and monitor 
monarchs in our area. Educate 
others about pollinators, 
conservation and how they 
can help.

The monarchs we’ve seen 
in the past couple of weeks are 
flying an average of 22 miles 
a day, traveling only during 
daylight. 

Now added to my bucket 
list of things I’d like to see or 
do before leaving this Earth is 
to visit the wintering grounds 
of the Monarchs in the 
mountains of Mexico. What a 
magnificent sight it must be.

(Nancy Zeman is the 
publisher and part-owner of 
The Prairie Press. Email her at 
nzeman@prairiepress.net.)
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Newspapers reach 74% of Internet users in  
an average week across multiple platforms and devices.

More than 161 million adults read newspapers  
in print, online and on mobile devices in the past week.

Multiple platforms are used by 54% of consumers 
who access newspaper content in an average week.

Newspaper media consumers act on newspaper 
digital ads – 66% took action on an ad in the past month.

Newspaper circulars are used by 73%  
of newspaper media users in an average month.

Source: Frank N. Magid Associates Inc., 2012 Newspaper Multiplatform Usage Study; Scarborough Research

Anytime,  
anywhere.

Reach desirable audiences on trusted media brands.

Newspaper Media: In Print. Online. Anytime.

www.newspapermedia.com

In print. Online. On-the-go.

No one covers Edgar County like

Now online!

www.prairiepress.net
KNOWLEDGE IS FREE —  

AND DELIVERED 24 HOURS A DAY, 7 DAYS A WEEK. 

Drinks, appetizers, vendors & speakers. 
Dr. Maria Horvat, OB/GYN   •   Marla Coffman, CPA   

Rita Rogers, blogger & entrepreneur 

Tickets can be purchased at Paris Community Hospital registration desk.  
For more information, call Christina Hoffman at 217-466-4294. 

P.O. Box 921 • Paris, IL 61944
“Locally Owned & Operated”

• Roll Off Container Service

• Residential & Commercial 
  Trash Service

• Residential & Commerical
  Lawn Sevice

• Gravel for Driveway
   Repair

• Mulch

Making
Edgar County Beautiful

Retail Meat 

Custom

Butchering

Edgar County Locker

Retail Meat/Custom Butchering
edgarcountylocker@gmail.com

810 N. 2nd St.
Marshall, IL 62441
(217) 826-6543

116 E. Steidl Rd.
Paris, IL 61944
(217)466-5000

$4.59/lb

Chuck Roast Bahr 
Noodles

Large Bag  $6.95
Small bag $2.33

Hidden Garden
 Tea Room  

  Antiques&

Antiques Store  Hours
Wed - Fri  9-5

Sat  9-3
Tea Room Hours
Wed - Sat  11-2

Specials
Wed 10/02 :
Chicken & 

noodles, mashed 
potatoes, green 

beans & roll

Thur 10/03:
Beef Manhattan,
green beans &
garden galad

116 N Illinois • Chrisman, IL 
(West side of the square) 

 (217) 251-2636
Always

Homemade!

Lasagna,
garden salad
 & garlic toast

Fri 10/04:

Saturday’s special will be "Chef's Choice" along with 
sandwiches, soup and salad(s).

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

TOPS #IL 1563 met Thurs-
day, Sept. 12, with 19 mem-
bers weighing in and 16 mem-
bers staying for the meeting.  

Club members recognized 
were Jean Daniels, TOPS 
weekly best loser: Janet Emb-
ry, KOPS best loser and walk-
ing drawing winner; and Pen-
ny Ring, food chart drawing 
winner.

The club recorded walk-
ing 13 miles during the prior 
week.     

Sue English gave a program 
highlighting how bananas are 
one of the best sources of po-
tassium, which is an essential 
mineral for maintaining nor-
mal blood pressure and heart 

function.  
TOPS #IL 1563 met Thurs-

day, Sept. 19, with 22 mem-
bers weighing in and 17 mem-
bers staying for the meeting. 

Club members recognized 
were: Sandy Randall, TOPS 
weekly best loser; Sue English, 
KOPS best loser.

Club members walked 27 
1/2 miles in the prior week.  
The program was an open dis-
cussion. 

TOPS #IL 1563 meets ev-
ery Thursday at the Highland 
Manor Community Room, 
with weigh-ins beginning at 8 
a.m. and the meeting starting 
at 9 a.m.  Visitors and new 
members are always welcome 
and more information is avail-
able by calling 251-5190.

TOPS #IL 2318 met Tues-
day, Sept. 17, with 15 mem-
bers weighing in and 14 mem-
bers attending the meeting. 

Club members recognized 
were: Judy Ferris, TOPS 
weekly best loser; Mary Ruth 
Clark, KOPS weekly best 
loser and quarterly best los-
er; Carmen Minge, KOPS 
drawing winner; Ella Stewart, 
TOPS quarterly best loser; 
Verna Smith, top walker; and 
Janice Steven, top exerciser.

Kelly Tinsman gave a pro-
gram on healthy snacks.

TOPS #IL 2318 met Tues-
day, Sept. 24, with 14 mem-
bers weighing in and 14 mem-
bers attending the meeting. 

Club members recognized 
were: Judy Ferris, TOPS 

weekly best loser; Carmen 
Minge, KOPS weekly best 
loser and KOPS drawing win-
ner; Jayne Peters, top walker 
and top exerciser; and raffle 
winners were, Mary Ruth 
Clark, Jayne Peters and Verna 
Smith.

Verna Smith delivered a 
program about encourage-
ment. A bag auction was held 
in memory of the late Marion 
Pate and the money donated 
to Christmas for Kids.

TOPS #IL 2318 meets ev-
ery Tuesday in the basement 
of the Presbyterian Church. 
Weigh in is 5:45-6:50 p.m., 
and the meeting starts at 7 
p.m. More information is 
available by calling 217-822-
0953.

TOPS groups convene for mid-September

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

The Sept. 23 Red Cross 
Blood Drive in Paris col-
lected 52 units of donated 
blood. 

Some of the donors 
achieved multiple gallon 
donor status: Bill Moss, 
10 gallons; James Piper, 
six gallons; Debbie Lee-
man, four gallons; and 
Annette Runnion, two 
gallons. 

The concession area was 
staffed by volunteers from 
New Beginnings Church 
serving food provided by 
Monical’s Pizza and Mc-
Donald’s.

Other volunteers help-
ing at the event were: Lin-
da Brown, Kay Haddix, 
Mary Lou Wilson, Sharon 
Wilken, Bruce Wilken, 
Vicki Wilson, Nancy En-
glebright and members of 
the Paris Lions Club.

The next blood drive is 
Oct. 28 at the Knights of 
Columbus Hall.

Red Cross 
collects  
52 units at 
latest drive

is a key to maintaining an 
effective plant mix on highly 
erodible land. They prevent 
erosion and help clean the 
water supply. They are part of 
the reason rocky mountain 
spring water comes down so 
pure. 

The past decade has seen 
an explosion of sophisti-
cated research. The result is 
a strong body of evidence 
documenting that bird 
protection is not a luxury, 
it is an economic necessity. 
The research shows environ-
mental conservation pays off 
directly.

Just as the coalmine canary 
was an indicator of safe air 
down in a mine, birds are 
leading indicators of environ-
mental health. Their decline 
signals natural systems across 
the U.S. and Canada are now 
being so severely impacted 
by human activities they can 
no longer support rich wild-
life populations. These losses 
indicate ecosystem impacts 
being echoed throughout the 
food web.  There is still hope. 
Improved environmental 
practice can reverse losses 
as evidenced by the turn 
around at the top of the bird 
food chain when DDT was 
banned.

There are citizen science 

activities anyone can join 
such as sending in observa-
tions for the annual Christ-
mas Bird Count. We need 
public awareness and good 
data. For Armchair Science, 
our goal is to connect all ar-
eas of science. Like the Jewel 
Akens’ song, it’s all about, 
“the birds and the bees and 
the flowers and the trees. 
And the moon up above.”

(Terry Sullivan’s fascina-
tion with science started as a 
child watching Carl Sagan’s 
“Cosmos” and James Burke’s 
“Connections” on PBS. He is 
the technology and curriculum 
director for the Shiloh School 
District. Email him at sulli-
vant@shiloh1.us)

SULLIVAN
FROM PAGE 1B

Samantha Tucker/The Prairie Press

Monarch butterflies slowly awaken in the morning sunlight after stopping for the night in a tree 
near North Shore Drive. The annual migration takes the fragile creatures all the way across the 
North American continent.

MONARCHS
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If didn’t tell you … 
who would?
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Medicine has changed
over the years ...

Our customer
service hasn’t.

                                              Steve Benefiel R.PH                    Dustin Melton, R.PH.
Denise Allanson, R.PH      Missy Speicher, PharmD

Jackie Owen, PharmD

Due to the city’s safety concerns with our east alley, we have been forced to discontinue our drive-up service for an 
indefinite period of time. Customers needing drive-up service may use our south alley and ring the video doorbell.

BY TOM EMERY
ilcivilwar@yahoo.com

In Illinois’ earliest days, avail-
able land was in abundance, 
and there was plenty of de-
mand. To satisfy the need, land 
offices were opened across the 
state to handle transactions.

Palestine was home to one 
of these land offices — and was 
among the busiest in the state. 
Opened in 1821, the Palestine 
office ranked at or near the top 
of sales in Illinois for much of 
its existence.

As American Indian tribes 
signed treaties to cede their 
land, the acreage was sought 
after by immigrants, both from 
foreign lands and the eastern 
United States. Prior claims on 
the land also had to be exam-
ined.

As a result, the federal gov-
ernment needed a way to 
administer sales and claims. 
On March 26, 1804, Con-
gress established land offices 
in Kaskaskia, Vincennes, and 
Detroit.

Starting in 1812, control of 
the land offices was held by 
the General Land Office of 
the U.S. Treasury Department. 
Individual offices were then 
under the jurisdiction of the 
Commissioner of the General 
Land Office, rather than the 
Treasury Secretary. 

Each office was assigned 
two key employees, a Register 
and a Receiver. Land office po-
sitions were coveted political 
positions, carrying plenty of 
weight.  Offices were the head-
quarters of assigned districts, 

which covered several pres-
ent-day counties. 

Under the 1804 act, tracts 
were sold at no less than $2 
per acre, in minimum 160-acre 
lots. Purchasers could buy land 
on credit in the earliest years, 
but the credit system proved 
unwieldy and was dropped 
in 1820. That same year, the 
minimums were dropped to 80 
acres at $1.25 per acre.  

In succeeding years, Con-
gress continued to tweak the 
system, including in 1832, 
when the smallest purchase 
tract was reduced to 40 acres. 
In 1836, Congress placed the 
General Land Office directly 
under the president. 

Located on the Missis-
sippi River near present-day 
Chester,  Kaskaskia was the 

longtime territorial capital of 
Illinois, and the undisputed 
economic, political and social 
center of the region.  A second 
office was opened in the bus-
tling Ohio River port of Shaw-
neetown in 1814, with another 
in Edwardsville in 1816.  

Illinois achieved statehood 
two years later, and the seat 
of government was moved to 
Vandalia in 1819. That city re-
ceived a land office in 1821, as 
did Palestine.

Palestine was one of the 
more influential towns of ear-
ly Illinois, and the land office 
boomed. In 1822, the Palestine 
office handled more transac-
tions than any of the five in 
the state, with a total of 16,474 
acres.

Another office opened in 

Springfield in 1823, the sixth 
in the state. Palestine, however, 
remained near the top, running 
second in acreage sales each 
year from 1824-30, just behind 
Springfield.  

The busy Palestine facility 
drew the attention of Abraham 
Lincoln, who passed through 
the town with his family in 
1830 as they emigrated from 
southern Indiana to Illinois. 
Lincoln later remarked about 
the number of customers at the 
office in Palestine.

In 1831, Robert Kinzie, a 
member of one of the top fam-
ilies of early Chicago, bought 
102 acres at the Palestine land 
office for the sum of $127.68. 
The tract, near Lake Michigan, 
became part of present-day 

Illinois was hot real estate
Palestine land office sold hundreds of thousands of acres during Illinois’ early statehood

See LAND, Page 4B

FAVORITE TELEVISION FAMILY’S LEGACY CONTINUES 

Special to The Prairie Press

Fifty years after “The Brady Bunch” debuted, the Brady siblings – Barry Williams, Maureen McCormick, Christopher Knight, 
Eve Plumb, Mike Lookinland and Susan Olsen – are back together to restore their old TV home for HGTV’s “A Very Brady Reno-
vation.” The clan visited with Hoda Kotb on “Today” to talk about their reunion.

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS
www.history.com

It’s been burned into generations 
of brains: the story of a lovely lady 
and a man named Brady whose mar-
riage creates a blended family of eight 
(not counting Alice, Tiger or Cousin 
Oliver). Today, The Brady Bunch is 
viewed as classic, family-friendly en-
tertainment—not scandalous or chal-
lenging fare by any means.

But though the show is a beloved, 
safe-seeming staple for modern audi-
ences, it was groundbreaking when it 
was first conceived — so groundbreak-
ing that it almost never got made. 

The history of The Brady Bunch be-
gins in 1966, when TV producer Sher-
wood Schwartz read a news item in the 
Los Angeles Times that claimed 30 
percent of marriages involved children 
from a previous relationship. “Now, in 
1966 this was a new phenomenon,” he 
later recalled. “Television was loaded 
with happily married couples, and sin-
gle widows and widowers, but there 
wasn’t any show that revolved around 
the marital amalgamation of two fam-
ilies.” 

Schwartz knew how to create a hit 
show — his Gilligan’s Island had been 
well-received. And the statistic stuck 
with him. At the time, loosening social 
mores around sex and marriage meant 
that divorce was becoming more and 
more common. In 1966, there were 

1.85 million marriages and 499,000 di-
vorces. The number had been creeping 
up for decades after a post-war divorce 
boom (610,000 divorces in 1946) and 
a subsequent settling of divorce rates 
that hovered around 400,000 until the 
beginning of the 1960s. 

All those divorces and changing 
views on whether people should marry 
at all, produced new family structures 
that Schwartz felt would resonate with 
audiences. He wrote a pilot about a 
widower who falls in love with a divor-
cee, gets married and then combines 
their two families in one house for end-
less situations and laughs.

But though Schwartz had proven 
television success and a solid script, 
Yours and Mine was not beloved by 
executives at any of the three major 

television networks. Though he re-
ceived initial interest, no one seemed 
willing to take a chance on a show 
whose premise was so new. The script 
languished on the shelf and Schwartz 
moved on to other endeavors. 

Two years after he pitched the net-
works, Schwartz’s idea seemed long 
dead. The movie — with a premise 
extremely close to the one he had de-
veloped — could have been the nail 
in its coffin. Instead, it resurrected the 
idea at ABC. 

Schwartz later recalled the movie as 
serendipity — a chance to have another 
piece of intellectual property prove the 
success of his concept for him. “A big hit 
in another medium [gives] executives 
an ‘excuse for failure,’” he wrote in his 

The “radical” Brady Bunch
Show was almost never 
made because television 
executives were afraid to 
air a blended family

Special to The Prairie Press

All six “Brady Bunch” actors, from left, Susan Olson (Cindy), Mike Lookinland (Bob-
by), Eve Plumb (Jan), Christopher Knight (Peter), Maureen McCormick (Marcia) and 
Barry Williams (Greg) are pictured in a promotional picture for the ABC show.

See BRADY, Page 4B
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Legend has it the Nazis 
dumped an estimated bil-
lions of dollars of stolen 
gold — in the area of $5.6 
billion — into the waters 
of Lake Toplitz, an isolated 
lake located in the heart of 
a lush forest in the Alps. 
There may be some legit-
imacy to the claim. In the 
1940s, the Nazis used the 
lake as a naval testing site 
and the mountains sur-
rounding it as a retreat area 
for military officers. 

Investigators recov-
ered 700 million pounds 
of counterfeit notes from 
the lake in 1959. Hitler 
had planned on using the 
counterfeits to sabotage 
Britain's economy. 

Could there still be valu-
ables to find down there? 
If gold is really at Lake 
Toplitz, the logistics of 
finding it are challenging, 
considering it's 300 feet 
deep with layers of logs at 
the halfway mark. Over 
the years at least five divers 
have died trying to find the 
legendary treasure. Oth-
er expeditions have not 
found any conclusive evi-
dence.

At the Arizona-New 
Mexico border lies the 
Peloncillo Mountains, 
which is home to the infa-
mous 1,000-mile Skeleton 
Canyon. During the 19th 
century, the canyon was 
known to be a place where 
smugglers hid their riches 
and where bandits were on 
the prowl trying to steal it 
from them. 

Legend has it, in the late 
1880s, a group of bandits 
successfully raided the 
Mexican city of Monterrey 
and carried off a treasure 
trove of silver and gold, di-
amonds, statues and Cath-
olic vestiges. 

Heavily hunted by au-
thorities, the bandits al-
legedly hid the loot in the 
Canyon. Other accounts 
say the bandits were am-
bushed by American out-
laws who then stashed it in 
some kind of underground 
cavern. Either way, accord-
ing to HISTORY's "Lost 
Treasures," it's believed the 
cache of loot lies buried 
somewhere in the canyon. 
Several treasure hunters 
have tried to locate the so-
called Skeleton Canyon 
Treasure but have so far 
been unsuccessful. 

In 1885, Russian Tsar 
Alexander III appointed 
Peter Carl Fabergé as 
Goldsmith to the Imperial 
Crown. Fabergé went on 
to create the very first 
bejeweled egg made of 
gold and enamel he called 
the Hen Egg for the tsar's 
wife Empress Maria 
Fedorovna. 

Over the next three 
decades, he produced 52 
more of these ornate eggs 
for the Russian Royal 
Family. However, after the 
1917 Russian Revolution, 
which resulted in the exe-
cution of most of the royal 
family, Fabergé fled to safe-
ty, eventually landing in 
Switzerland. The new re-
gime confiscated the eggs, 
ultimately leaving seven 

Sunken 
Nazi gold 
and other 
missing 
treasures

See GOLD, Page 4B

This term, “wait a 
minute,” is probably used 
several times every day by 
a lot of 
people. 

Some-
times it is 
wait a sec-
ond and 
eventually 
it could 
amount to 
a day late 
and a dol-
lar short 
if we just 
procrastinate for so many 
minutes it gets ridiculous. 
I also see at times when 
it is impossible to wait a 
minute, and I had better 
not say that when Rosie 
spies a moving mouse. I 
move as quick as I can to 
try to step on it or catch it 
by its tail. If I am unsuc-
cessful then I can tell Rosie, 
wait a minute while I set a 
mousetrap. 

It never takes just a 
minute, however, because 
I have to find mousetraps 
first and then I have to 
bait them. The last time I 
looked for peanut butter 
to serve the mouse his 
last dinner I couldn’t find 
the peanut butter. I finally 
remembered it was in the 
camper and I made my way 
out to get it. About 6 and 
½ minute later I am back in 
the house and then I had to 
figure out where to put, not 
just one, but four traps. 

Wait a minute, in this 
case it took another 10 
minutes because it is a little 
time consuming when I 
keep tripping the traps 
when I set them on the 
floor. Of course, Rosie 
helped with that by saying 
put it in the areas closest to 
where she saw the mouse. I 
don’t think that rates as job 
security however. 

Another time when I 
have to be careful about 
saying wait a minute is 
when Rosie says that sup-
per is ready although she 
doesn’t use that terminol-
ogy she wisely says, “Get 
ready to eat.” Maybe that 
means she understands 
that I have to complete 
the thought when I am 
writing, and I also have to 
think what my title was so 
I can save it. I know that if 
I want the drinks cold and 

Wait a 
minute

ROGER
STANLEY
NOTES FROM 
THE PRAIRIE

See STANLEY, Page 4B
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downtown Chicago. 
Offices followed in Dan-

ville (1831), Quincy (1831), 
Chicago (1838), and Dixon 
(1840).  The amount of acre-
age at the Illinois land offic-
es skyrocketed in that era, 
reaching nearly 2.1 million 
acres in 1835 and almost 3.2 
million a year later, when all 
10 land offices hit six digits in 
acres sold.  The Palestine of-
fice peaked at 285,025 acres 
in 1836. 

That year, Quincy set a 
record with 569,376 acres, 
spurred by claims on the Mil-
itary Tract, a large section of 
western Illinois set aside as 
payment for veterans of the 
War of 1812. 

Palestine was among state 
leaders for the rest of the de-
cade, ranking second in 1837 

LAND
FROM PAGE 3B

BRADY
FROM PAGE 3B

2010 book on the Brady 
Bunch. 

Now that ABC/Paramount 
knew the public was interest-
ed in stories about big, blend-
ed families, Schwartz had an 
in. The network ordered 13 
shows and was set for a 1969 
premiere. The film had helped 
greenlight the TV show, 
but the similarities between 
both sparked potential legal 
trouble for Schwartz. Since 
it was based on a true story, 
Schwartz knew he could not 
allege that “Yours Mine and 
Ours” had copied his idea. 

Instead, the film’s produc-
er threatened Schwartz with 

a lawsuit after The Brady 
Bunch’s 1969 premiere. 
Schwartz fired back with a 
letter that pointed to the ini-
tial name of his pilot — Yours 
and Mine. “You called your 
movie Yours, Mine and Ours 
by adding a kid of their own,” 
Schwartz wrote. “Just be hap-
py I didn’t sue you.” 

That letter was enough to 
put the potential lawsuit to 
bed. The Brady Bunch ran for 
177 episodes and still enjoys 
a healthy life in reruns.

But though the show 
filmed its first episodes under 
the name “The Brady Bunch,” 
it almost lost its name be-
cause of another film. “The 
Wild Bunch,” a Western star-
ring William Holden, Ernest 

Borgnine and others, was 
also released in 1969. It was a 
shocking take on the Western 
genre and received criticism 
— and big box office returns 
— for its cutting-edge film 
techniques and its graphic 
violence. 

Today, “The Wild Bunch” 
is considered one of the best 
Westerns of all time. In 1969, 
however, ABC/Paramount 
executives worried that au-
diences would associate the 
word bunch in its newest 
sitcom’s title with marauding 
vigilante justice and brutal 
violence. 

“They were afraid the view-
ers would get the idea that the 
show was a western or about 
a mob,” Schwartz recalled. He 

lobbied hard for the name — 
and won. If anything, “The 
Brady Bunch” managed to 
remove the word’s gritty con-
notation, associating bunch 
with sanitized, family-friend-
ly and low-stakes comedy 
instead. 

The Brady Bunch had a 
long shelf life and has even 
been parodied in two 1990s 
films that have become cult 
classics in their own right. 
But what of the movie that 
helped it get made? “Yours, 
Mine and Ours” post-1960s 
life has been more uneven. 
First came the 2005 remake 
that grossed a respectable 
$72 million worldwide — 
but was almost universally 
panned by the critics.

the food hot I better get 
there in 59 seconds because 
she sure keeps track of time 
as organized as she is.

When I was growing up 
we were always told to dress 
warmly as we walked to 
school, especially when it 
was cold and there was snow 
on the ground. My brother 
and I tried to make our es-
cape because we didn’t take 
time to think what could 
happen. Even when we rode 
the bus the last few years 
of grade school we were 
equipped with overshoes, 

heavy coats, scarves and ear 
flapper caps.

I went to high school with 
the same kind of winter wear 
and many times I was late 
to class when I had to stow 
away all that paraphernalia. 
When the teachers did not 
accept my excuse I thought 
they could wait a minute or 
two. I felt many times I was 
over prepared, but my par-
ents always told me, “What 
are you going to do when the 
bus gets stuck or the driver 
has engine trouble”?

Thinking of being pre-
pared maybe it is also proper 
to take a minute to think 
about what we say before we 
say it. Maybe not hum and 
haw about something when 
asked a question, but maybe 
say, “Let me think about that 
for a minute.” Even if it takes 
longer, make sure one is 
right before moving ahead. 

There are some questions 

I personally do not have to 
think about. 

“What is your favorite 
kind of pie?” and I can 
quickly say, “Warm and 
cold.” 

“Where is your favorite 
eating place?” and I can 
quickly say, “At home in the 
kitchen.”

 When asked my favorite 
baseball team I reply, “The 
Cardinals and whoever is 
playing the Cubs.” Wait a 
minute, I did root for the 
Cubs when they were play-
ing in the World Series, and 
I am mighty glad those Cub 
fans had something to really 
cheer about. 

Waiting a minute can be 
good and it can be bad, it 
kind of depends on who we 
are rooting for. 

(Roger Stanley is a lifelong 
resident of Edgar County, an 
author and retired farmer. 
Email him at rstanley1937@
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eggs unaccounted for. 
In 2015 the eighth egg, the 

“Third Imperial Easter Egg,” 
which was long thought to 
be lost, was discovered to 
be owned by a scrap-metal 
dealer who, unbeknownst to 
him, had a historic antiquity 
in his possession worth over 
$30 million. In fact, he had 
planned on melting the egg 
down for its gold. 

As World War II was draw-
ing to a close, the United 
States shifted attention to-
ward the Allied soldiers who 
were being held captive as 
POWs in Japan. Switzerland 
stepped in and brokered a 

deal with both countries: 
the U.S. could send supplies 
to the POWs while Japanese 
ships could sail through with-
out fear of retaliation. 

The Japanese took advan-
tage of the opportunity, uti-
lizing massive ships to trans-
port privileged citizens, raw 
materials, invaluable artifacts, 
precious gemstones, and 
gold — worth an estimated 
$5-$10 billion dollars. Such 
was the case aboard the Awa 
Maru. 

Unfortunately, in 1945 
bad weather prevented the 
USS Queenfish from hear-
ing about the peace deal, and 
when it detected the Awa 
Maru, the American sub tor-
pedoed the ship, killing all 

2,004 people onboard, save 
one. It wasn't until decades 
later that U.S. authorities re-
vealed the Awa Maru sunk in 
Chinese waters. 

In the 1970s, a costly Chi-
nese expedition attempted to 
find the Japanese riches but 
turned up empty. In 1981, a 
declassified U.S. document 
revealed the Awa Maru — 
on its second-to-last voyage 
— did indeed have valuables 
on board but already deliv-
ered them to Singapore and 
later to Thailand. It was only 
on its final trip that the Awa 
Maru met its fateful end, but 
by then, it was only carrying 
iron and coal back to Japan.

Never mind the legend of El 
Dorado, the city of Paititi may 

be a real place paved in gold. 
For 40 years, the Spanish and 
the Inca were warring over 
territory in Peru, with the lat-
ter fleeing to the Vilcabamba 
Valley where it remained their 
stronghold until 1572. 

By the time the Spanish 
took over the area, most of 
the Inca had deserted the 
city — with treasure in tow 
— and journeyed deep into 
the southern Brazilian rain-
forests. The new city they 
established, along with their 
vast sums of gold, were never 
found. 

However, in 2009, satellite 
imagery revealed deforested 
areas in the Boco do Acre 
region of Brazil, evidence of 
possible ancient settlements.
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with 144,744 acres and 
third in 1838 at 106,547. 
The office handled 
143,123 acres in 1839. 

Sales in Illinois were 
slowed slightly by the 
Black Hawk War in 1832, 
while the Panic of 1837 
had a larger impact. By the 
1850s, however, land sales 
were slowing as more and 
more acreage was claimed. 

Eight of the offices, in-
cluding Palestine, were 
closed in 1855, while the 
Danville office ceased the 
next year. Land transac-
tions were then transferred 
to the Springfield office, 
which was abolished by 
Congress in 1876. 

Today, an Illinois State 
Historical Society marker 
at the corner of Main and 
Market streets in Palestine 
honors the site of the land 
office.

CICADA IS A STAPLE OF PRAIRIE SUMMERS

Gary Henry/The Prairie Press

A newly emerged cicada waits for its wings to dry and its body temperature to rise during the early morning hours when the air 
temperature was still cool.
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NEW YORK (AP) — Presi-
dent Donald Trump said at the 
United Nations this week that, 
“protecting religious freedom 
is one of my highest priorities.” 
But his promise rings hollow to 
advocates for persecuted reli-
gious minorities seeking refuge 
in the United States.

Trump’s administration al-
ready has slashed the nation’s 
refugee admissions ceiling to 
a historic low and is weighing 
further cuts ahead of an Oct. 1 
deadline to decide new access 
limits. As the president pro-
motes global freedom to wor-
ship, faith-based groups that 
resettle refugees are urging him 
to recognize the importance 
of admitting into the country 
more of the religious minori-
ties whose oppression he has 

repeatedly decried.
The list of persecuted reli-

gious groups whose access to 
refugee admission has withered 
under Trump includes Chris-
tians in Iran, Syria, Pakistan, 
Myanmar and Sudan, as well 
as Iraqi Christians and Yazidis 
— whose mass slaughter and 
enslavement by the Islamic 
State was labeled genocide by 
Trump’s State Department in 
2017.

Trump did not mention his 
looming decision on next year’s 
refugee ceiling as he announced 
$25 million in new funding for 
safeguarding religious freedom, 
including religious sites and 
artifacts, at a Monday event at 
the U.N. Yet faith-based reset-
tlement organizations remain 
on high alert for the possibility 

of a new refugee ceiling that’s 
lower than the 30,000 the ad-
ministration set for this year, a 
move that would hobble efforts 
to safely bring persecuted re-
ligious minorities to America. 
During the final full year of the 
Obama administration, the ref-
ugee ceiling was 85,000.

“Part of me wants to remain 
hopeful,” that the administra-
tion reverses its downward 
slide in admissions, Jen Smyers, 
director of policy and advoca-
cy at the refugee resettlement 
group Church World Service, 
said in an interview. “But I 
think what unfortunately we’ve 
seen, time and time again, is 
this administration will talk 
about caring about a group of 
individuals and then will turn 
right around and make a deci-

sion that ruins those individu-
als’ lives.”

Free Yezidi Foundation ex-
ecutive director Pari Ibrahim, 
whose nonprofit group helps 
raise awareness about Yazidi 
persecution, said she was in-
vited to attend Trump’s speech 
this week and that she is, “hap-
py the U.S. government is try-
ing to put this on the agenda.”

Still, Ibrahim pointed to the 
stark contrast between the ad-
ministration’s talk about help-
ing members of her denomi-
nation and its cuts to refugee 
admissions of Iraqi Yazidis: 
from 434 in fiscal year 2017, 
the last year the Obama admin-
istration played a role in refugee 
admissions, to just 5 in fiscal 
year 2018. Twenty Iraqi Yazidis 
gained access to the refugee 

program in the fiscal year that 
ends this week, according to 
an Associated Press analysis of 
State Department data.

“The genocide is still ongo-
ing, and you wonder to your-
self, is it all just talk,” Ibrahim 
said, adding that Yazidis, “need 
to get a second chance in their 
freedom in their right to be-
lieve whatever they want to 
believe.”

The Trump administration 
views its investment in inter-
national religious freedom as 
separate from and not contra-
dictory to its restrictive refugee 
policy, as explained by a State 
Department official who ad-
dressed the issue on condition 
of anonymity.

“Prioritizing security here at 
home is not at odds with our 

advancement of religious free-
dom abroad,” the official said. 
“The United States remains 
committed to promoting and 
protecting religious freedom 
for all individuals, while priori-
tizing the safety and security of 
the American people.”

The State Department offi-
cial declined to discuss the de-
cision-making process regard-
ing next year’s refugee ceiling, 
which involves input from the 
Pentagon and other agencies, 
but added the administration 
would, “continue to resettle 
the most vulnerable refugees, 
including those who have fled 
religious persecution,” and seek 
to provide that assistance “as 
close to their home countries as 
possible.”

Trump condemns persecution
Activists skeptical of USA’s stance after refugee ceiling lowered; $25 million pledged to religious freedom

See FREEDOM, Page 6B

CAMPAIGN TAKES A HISTORICAL, SPIRITUAL DETOUR

Photo courtesy of Manny Escamilla

Manny Escamilla, who is campaigning for city council in Santa Ana, Calif., is pictured in front of a mural showing Cesar 
Chavez, the legendary migrant-worker union leader, with the Virgin praying. Escamilla believes the shrines he has been photo-
graphing are not only an expression of faith but also an expression of one’s own culture.

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

SANTA ANA, Calif. — Manny Es-
camilla nearly missed it.

As he canvassed his neighborhood to 
talk to residents about his campaign for 
city council this summer, the Santa Ana 
historian and archivist stumbled upon 
a Virgin of Guadalupe shrine tucked in-
side a hollow portion of a tree. Flowers 
and rocks surrounded the small statue. 

“I almost didn’t see it,” said Escamil-
la, 33. “To me, it’s one of the most beau-
tiful shrines because it uses its natural 
alcove.”

Walking block by block as he trolled 
for votes, Escamilla noticed the wide 
array of Virgin of Guadalupe shrines, 
some of which he was familiar with 
from growing up in Santa Ana.  Nearly 
80 percent of the residents of the city 
— the second largest in Orange Coun-
ty — are Latino and of Mexican heri-
tage. The brown-skinned Virgin — the 
patron saint of Mexico — finds her way 
into many yards, homes and businesses.

Spotting them became a sideline 
while campaigning, said Escamilla, 
who is running in a special election to 
replace a former councilman found 
to have committed election fraud. Es-
camilla’s urban planning background 
prompted him to document the altars 
with his phone’s camera. This month 
he has begun sharing the images in a 
slideshow on Instagram as he continues 
walking the city.

“I always thought that these were re-
ally unique to the city … and to Latino 
communities,” said Escamilla, who sees 
them as signifiers of his hometown’s 
identity. 

“It’s almost less an expression of faith 
than an expression of one’s own cul-
ture,” Escamilla added. “That’s all tied 
together.” 

The feast of Our Lady of Guadalupe is 
Dec. 12, when many parishes in South-
ern California mark the appearance of 
Mary to St. Juan Diego, an indigenous 
man, near Mexico City in 1531. But 
many shrines in Latino neighborhoods 
are displayed year-round. 

For some, the Virgin of Guadalupe 
helps clear the innocent of wrongdoing 
and heals the sick. For others, she’s a 
symbol for immigrants and of the fight 
against community injustices.

In Los Angeles, images of the Virgin 
are believed to thwart vandalism and 
be, “protector(s) of small businesses,” 
according to journalist Sam Quinones’ 
2016 book of photographs of murals of 

the saint, “The Virgin of the American 
Dream.”  

One photo captures a mural show-
ing Cesar Chavez, the legendary mi-
grant-worker union leader, with the 
Virgin praying. Another depicts the 
Virgin surrounded by roses and float-
ing kitchen products like oil and a 
packet of sugar.

Finding Santa Ana’s shrines
City Council candidate 
documents Virgin of 
Guadalupe’s unique 
cultural, artistic presence 

Photo courtesy of Manny Escamilla

This shrine to Our Lady of Guadalupe, photographed by Manny Escamilla while 
campaigning for city council, was one he almost missed recording. The shrine is 
tucked inside a hollow  portion of  tree.

See SHRINES, Page 6B

I was feeling over-
whelmed and anxious. 
It was Thursday and my 
sermon 
was not 
coming 
together. I 
always try 
to have my 
sermon 
completed 
before 
Thursday, 
but on this 
particular 
week I was 
very far behind. 

“I’m going for a walk,” 
I told my wife. I ended up 
at Blackhawk Park, a local 
wooded area with some 
trails. 

As soon as I entered 
the trail under the canopy 
of trees, it happened. A 
peace came over me and 
everything became present. 
I stood still on the trail and 
realized the Holy Spirit was 
present.

The moss carpeted trail 
is dappled with a dancing 
light.

The little flying bug 
catches a glint of the sun-
light and just as suddenly 
falls back into the shadows 
of the trees.

Roots of the trees grip 
the ground and hold on for 
dear life to this spinning 
Earth.  

A squirrel runs pass, close 
enough to remind me I’m a 
guest in his house. 

These woods are ablaze 
with a fire kindled by the 
activity of our creator.

In the quietness of this 
moment I hear the Lord 
speak to my heart, “I am 
here with you. Do you see 
me? I am in the shimmering 
spider’s web, in the scurry-
ing squirrel, in the pecking 
bird, in the buzzing mosqui-
to, in this moss-carpeted 
ground, in the gently falling 
leaf. All of nature praises me 
by simply being.” 

I am reminded that it 
is he who gave us these 
woods. He used sun, rain 
and wind to sculpt this 
cathedral and to make its 
hedge of trees on either side 
like walls of a sanctuary. 

This is nature therapy. 
A certain reverence comes 
over me as I traipse through 
the woods and off the beat-
en path. The silence stops 
me again just for a moment. 
I breathe deep and take it all 
in, as if I actually could. 

I spend so much time 
indoors surrounded by 
drywall and carpet and 
all manner of manufac-
tured things. This is a true 
hospital to nurture the soul 
and I am in triage. I forget 
how much healing there is 
in a tree, or dirt or a wind 
blown leaf. 

These woods are 

Woods 
provide 
therapy 
to souls

See PASTOR, Page 6B

GARY
THOMAS
PASTOR’S 
PERSPECTIVE

See REPRINT, Page 6B

(Editor’s Note: Due to a 
production error this column 
was not fully printed in the 
Sept. 21 is-
sue. It is be-
ing reprint-
ed here.)

A n o t h -
er social 
event. An-
other hour 
or two of 
exhausting 
work. 

Getting 
into my car, I slump behind 
the wheel, second-guess-
ing everything I said, every 
mannerism, every comment 
every facial expression. Did 
I upset someone? Did I ap-
pear to know what I was 
talking about? Did I act like 
I knew what I was talking 
about, but really didn’t? 
What if they figure out that I 
really don’t know? What will 
they think of me then? 

I am starting to feel like a 
broken record. I spend a lot 
of time talking about living 
into our true selves. Discov-
ering this can be quite a jour-
ney. I can be so concerned 
about what other people 
think of me. It can be ex-
hausting by the time I leave 
any social event, especially. 
Seems like church events are 
the hardest. It often seems 
to me that everyone else has 
it all together and I am the 
only one who doesn’t. And, 
if I’m not careful, I will soon 
be discovered as a fraud. 

I have spent a lot of my life 
carefully crafting a persona 
that would be accepted and 
loved by others. As I near the 
end of my life, I am all too 
aware of the falsity of my life 
and long to be the real me. 

It is hard work, unearth-
ing all the stuff buried be-
neath our masks; not all of 
the stuff we excavate is good, 
in fact, we may find some 
stuff buried there that we’d 
just as soon keep buried.

I want to be the kind of 
person who inspires whole-
ness in others, and I cannot 
do this if I am not coming 
into wholeness myself. 

We all struggle from time 
to time. There is no getting 
around it. It is how we han-
dle the struggle that can 
make or break us.

The world offers all kinds 
of ways of dealing with our 
fractured self and keeping 
the undesirable stuff buried 
and neatly hidden away. It 
is painful to face the hidden 
shadows inside us. As long 
as that stuff stays buried we 
think life can be better. At 
least as long as we aren’t dis-
covered by those who mat-
ter to us. 

The shadow stuff doesn’t 
stay buried. It never does. 
It comes out sideways. A 
relationship gone wrong. A 
trip to the hospital. Stepping 
on the scales. Another trip 
to the liquor store or to the 
dealer. These are all signs 
that reveal the reality of our 
attempts to deal with our 
hidden fractured self. 

The new relationship. 

Healing 
ourselves 

GARY
THOMAS
PASTOR’S 
PERSPECTIVE
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Are you ready for fall scents?  
Stop by my booth at the fairgrounds

  to smell all of the New Scentsy  fragrances. 

Jeni LuekenScentFromParis.com

NO MORE GUTTER CLEANING,
OR YOUR MONEY BACK – GUARANTEED
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 CALL US TODAY
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First Church of the Nazarene

AYCE Spaghetti Dinner

October 5, 2019
4:00 p.m. - 7:00 p.m

$9 Adults / $5 Children (12 & under)
4-H Building, Fairgrounds • 102 E. Elliott St.

Drive-thru/Carryout • 217-251-0353

In addition to Yazidis in Iraq 
and Syria, other persecuted 
religious minorities whose ref-
ugee admissions have dropped 
by more than half since the 
final full year of the Obama 
administration include Chris-
tians from a half-dozen nations, 
according to AP’s analysis.

Beyond the White House, 
some prominent evangelical 
Christians who have support-
ed Trump’s agenda are seeking 
to stanch the ebb of refugee 
admissions.

Family Research Council 
President Tony Perkins, a stal-
wart conservative who has de-
fended Trump’s immigration 
agenda as consistent with the 
Bible, issued a statement this 
month in his capacity as chair 
of the U.S. Commission on In-
ternational Religious Freedom 
that called on, “the adminis-

tration to extend its admirable 
commitment to advancing re-
ligious freedom to its refugee 
resettlement policy.”

Nadine Maenza, vice chair 
of that commission and a 
Trump appointee, drew a di-
rect link between promoting 
religious freedom worldwide 
and accepting persecuted 
worshippers seeking refugee 
status.

“It’s hard for us to go into a 
country, the U.S. government 
or the U.S. Commission on 
International Religious Free-
dom … and talk to govern-
ment leaders there and make 
a case that religious minori-
ties have value, that they have 
dignity, they bring really won-
derful things to our society — 
and then ourselves not be will-
ing to take one” as a refugee, 
Maenza said in an interview.

A onetime adviser to former 
Sen. Rick Santorum, R-Pa., 
Maenza said, “there are defi-

nitely plenty of Republicans 
and conservatives who are very 
supportive of the president 
that are advocating for a higher 
level for the refugee cap.”

Refugees seeking admis-
sion must undergo screenings 
by eight federal agencies as 
part of a process initiated out-
side the country that can take 
as long as two years. Appli-
cants must have experienced 
persecution on one of five 
grounds, religion, race, na-
tionality, political opinions or 
membership in a social group.

With the administration 
spotlighting its commitment 
to international religious free-
dom, the cuts to admissions 
of refugees whose lives can be 
threatened because of their 
faith strikes advocates as par-
ticularly glaring. The 30,000-
cap set for this year by Trump’s 
administration is the lowest 
since the modern resettlement 
program’s creation in 1980.

FREEDOM
FROM PAGE 5B

GRACE NOTES

SISTERS TO HOST FALL 
FARM DAY AT THE WOODS
Saint Mary-of-the-Woods 
is hosting a Fall Farm Day 
1 to 4 p.m. (EDT Sept. 29 
featuring alpacas, children’s 
activities, hayrides, fiber 
demonstrations, farm and 
4-H demonstrations and 
more. The sisters’ Climate 
Change Task Force will 
also be on hand, offer-
ing a reduce, reuse and 
recycle puzzle. Snacks and 
refreshments provided by 
Providence Health Care are 
free. Admission is free, but 
donations are accepted. 
For more information, visit 
SistersofProvidence.org. 

NEW YOUTH PASTOR

Special to The Prairie Press

Ken Hall has accepted the position of Children’s pastor at the 
First Baptist Church in Paris. Because he is retired, Hall will not 
hold regular office hours, but he will be available and involved 
with youth in the church.

mystical. These woods are 
healing. 

My silence is interrupted 
by the sound of a moving 
stream. Next to the water I 
find a perfectly shaped root 
to sit on. Again, I sit and am 
quiet. As a preacher words are 
my stock and trade, but here, 
sitting by the flowing river, I 
am rendered speechless. The 
ripples of the moving water are 
all the speech I need. 

I am listening. 
This is a sacred place, a holy 

house, I’d forgotten how much 
so. Here I am enveloped in 
God’s wings. All I can do is re-
spond by whispering, “Thank 
you, Lord,” to the breeze that 
brushes against my face. 

When I came home that 
day, I was rejuvenated. I 

had experienced a time of 
refreshing in the presence 
of the Lord. I aIso finished 
my sermon that afternoon. 
Something about the soul 
refreshing opened up a space 
in my spirit through which a 
sermon poured out. 

I need to make a mental 
note to return soon. Per-
haps a weekly appointment 
might be in order. I’ll put it 
on my calendar. I’ll need to 
think of something clever 
to call it other than ‘walk in 
the woods,’ I don’t want my 
congregants seeing this and 
thinking I’m wasting my time. 

A walk in the woods is never 
a waste of time. 

(Gary Thomas is pastor at 
First Assembly of God. Email 
him at garthoma@gmail.com. 
Pastor’s Perspective is provided 
weekly by members of the Paris 
Ministerial Fellowship.)
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Though he is not Catho-
lic, Quinones told Remez-
cla, an alternative Latino 
arts and culture site, that 
the Virgin has a place in his 
heart, “for what she means 
to poor people, people 
seeking refuge or some kind 
of tenderness when buffet-
ed by the powerful winds of 
economic necessity, illness, 
or some other problem for 
which they have no means 
to a solution.”

“She always seemed quite 
apart from the church,” he 
said. 

The shrines Escamil-
la has recorded on social 
media vary widely in size 
and decoration. One stat-
ue takes shelter inside 
a wooden structure fes-
tooned with flowers, while 
another altar simply in-
cludes a small frame with 
a picture of the Virgin be-
side two plants. 

Once the election is over, 
Escamilla said, he would 
like to return to those 
homes to gather family 
stories and origins of their 
makeshift shrines.

For now, he’ll continue 
to walk the city streets to 
learn about neighborhood 
concerns. Housing costs, 
homelessness and public 
safety have been big topics 
of discussion. 

Raised Catholic, Esca-
milla calls himself “mildly 
religious.” But as he seeks 
office, Escamilla said his 
Catholic upbringing has 
served as his, “moral back-
ground and moral outlook 
on life.”

“Being (of) service to 
others … to be kind to your 
neighbor,” he said.

SHRINES
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Jason Lyle Black

Tickets On Sale Now!
Adults: $25
Seniors: $23
Military: $23
Children: $10

Tickets available at www.pcofa.net.  Also available in Prospect Bank Lobby and at the door.

Nationally Acclaimed Pianist, Composer & Entertainer

October 10th 2019   6:30pm
Premier Sponsor: Piano Network  Associate Sponsor: Pearman Pharmacy & Paris Clinic Pharmacy 

PARIS CENTER 
OF FINE ARTS 

PRESENTS

This advertisement in support of the PCOFA season is provided by Steve and Faye Eitel

That half-gallon of ice cream. 
The next high. None of these 
will hide what’s been lurking 
inside our soul for long. We 
spend a lot of time investing in 
our illusions; keeping up the 
look we’ve been going for. But 
when we’re alone at night the 
reality of our true self comes to 
the surface with great sadness 
and disappointment that keeps 
us awake much of the night. 

What can we do about it? 
We have to come clean. We 
must become brutally honest 
with ourselves and our need for 
wholeness. Seriously. We must 
finally come to the realization 
that we are broken. It’s OK to 
admit it. Everyone is. Just not 
many are able to admit it. 

We’ve been born into a 
world that is full of brokenness. 
Our constant pain is evidence. 
Our constant hurts, hang-ups 
and habits are the evidence that 
everyone can see. Sometimes 
they see it more than us. We 
can’t do it alone. We can’t make 
ourselves whole. We need help. 

Sometimes just admitting 
that one needs help can be the 
beginning of the way forward 
into healing and wholeness. 

Jesus came to make us all 
whole, of course. But that 
wholeness comes at a price, we 
must acknowledge and own 
our fractured, shadow self. We 
must realize all of it and lay it 
at the feet of Jesus. As we do 
this, he enables us, through his 
healing grace, to pick it all back 
up with gratefulness. Even the 
brokenness is part and parcel 
of who we are in the one who 
causes all things to work to-

gether for good, as God forms 
us into the image of Christ, 
which is our true nature, our 
true self. 

There is hope. My church, 
First Assembly of God here in 
Paris is starting a Celebrate Re-
covery. It is a Christian 12-Step 
program. For the past eight and 
a-half months a handful of peo-
ple and myself have been going 
through this program. 

We’ve been facing our own 
illusions and brokenness; our 
own heartaches and our sinful 
nature. We are finding that Je-
sus is there in the darkness fully 
willing and able to forgive and 
heal and make us whole. It is 
an amazing thing to move from 
the sinful, fractured, false self 
into the grateful, whole, true 
self that God created us to be. 

Now, don’t get me wrong, 
we are all still works in progress. 
It’s not like we suddenly have it 
all together, but we have come 
into a deeper realization that 
we don’t have it all together 
and that’s OK, because we are 
loved and in the process of be-
ing healed by the one who does 
have it all together, the Lord Je-
sus Christ. 

I’d like to take this oppor-
tunity to invite readers into a 
journey toward true self that 
is created in Christ Jesus. Our 
first official Celebrate Recov-
ery meeting is 6-8 p.m. Thurs-
day, Oct. 3 from at First As-
sembly of God on the corner 
of Blackburn and Vance Street 
in Paris.

(Gary Thomas is pastor at 
First Assembly of God. Email 
him at garthoma@gmail.com. 
Pastor’s Perspective is provided 
weekly by members of the Paris 
Ministerial Fellowship.)
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NEW YORK — China’s 
top diplomat said on Thursday, 
Sept. 25, that China is willing 
to buy more U.S. products and 
said trade talks would yield re-
sults if both sides, “take more 
enthusiastic measures,” to 
show goodwill and reduce pes-
simistic language in their trade 
dispute. 

Wang Yi, China’s state coun-
cillor and foreign minister, said 
in response to questions from 
Reuters the Trump adminis-
tration had shown goodwill by 
waiving tariffs on many Chi-
nese products. 

“And so, (on) the Chinese 
side, we are willing to buy more 
products that are needed by the 
Chinese market,” Wang said on 

the sidelines of the United Na-
tions General Assembly. 

“We hope both sides can 
take more enthusiastic mea-
sures, reduce pessimistic lan-
guage and actions. If everyone 
does this, talks will not only 
resume, but will proceed and 
yield results.” 

The United States and Chi-
na are preparing for another 
round of high-level trade talks 
in early October in Washing-
ton to try to find a way out of 
their nearly 15-month trade 
war. 

The world’s two largest 
economies have heaped hun-
dreds of billions of dollars in 
tariffs on each other’s prod-
ucts, roiling financial markets 
and disrupting global supply 
chains. 

Trump on Wednesday said 
a trade deal with China could 
come sooner than people 
think, and praised the Chinese 
purchases. 

In his speech to the annual 
gathering of world leaders on 
Tuesday, Trump issued a sting-
ing rebuke of China’s trade 
practices and state-led devel-
opment model. He said that he 
would not accept a bad deal. 

Reuters’ report of Wang’s 
remarks caused U.S. stocks 
to pare losses and briefly turn 
positive on Thursday after-
noon, capping selling driven 
by the impeachment inquiry 
opened by Democrats in Con-
gress of Trump, a Republican. 

Chinese importers last week 
purchased about 600,000 
tonnes of U.S. soybeans, or 

about 10 shiploads, a market 
analyst said. These could soon 
grow to 6 million tonnes after 
new tariff waivers were issued 
by China, said Li Qiang, chief 
analyst at Shanghai JC Intelli-
gence Co Ltd. 

China purchased about 32 
million tonnes of American 
soybeans in 2017 before im-
posing retaliatory tariffs last 
year. 

“I would say that mood mu-
sic, if you will, is very positive 
going into the negotiations,” 
White House economic advis-
er Larry Kudlow said on Fox 
Business Network. 

When asked by Reuters if 
U.S. criticism of China’s poli-
cies on Muslim minority Ui-
ghurs in Xinjiang and Hong 
Kong political protests could 

affect trade talks, Wang said: 
“We hope trade talks can have 
a loose and good foreign envi-
ronment.” 

China has been widely con-
demned for setting up com-
plexes in Xinjiang that it de-
scribes as vocational training 
centers to stamp out extrem-
ism and give Uighur people 
new skills. The United Nations 
says at least 1 million ethnic Ui-
ghurs and other Muslims have 
been detained. 

Trump called for an end to 
religious persecution on Mon-
day at a U.S. event on the side-
lines of the annual U.N. gather-
ing, which featured a woman 
whose Uighur father has been 
imprisoned in China. 

The United States led more 
than 30 countries in condemn-

ing what it called China’s, “hor-
rific campaign of repression,” 
against Muslims in Xinjiang at 
a second event on Tuesday. 

“The Chinese side does not 
accept any criticism that is not 
based on facts. Xinjiang has 
not had any violent incident in 
three years,” Wang said. 

Months of sometimes vi-
olent demonstrations show 
no sign of letting up in Hong 
Kong where protesters are 
angry about what they see as 
creeping interference by Bei-
jing in their city’s affairs despite 
a promise of autonomy. 

“What is the basis for criti-
cizing China? For Hong Kong, 
right now, it’s the violent actors 
that are violating the rule of 
law, that are disrupting public 
order,” Wang said. 

China willing to buy from U.S.
Top Chinese diplomat says Beijing can more American products if both sides show ‘enthusiastic’ goodwill

VINTAGE DECOR ADDS SPICE TO COFFEE EXPERIENCE

Gary Henry/The Prairie Press

Richard and Stacey Wilken put a lot of thought into planning the look of their new coffee shop at 120 Court Street in Paris. 
Details included saving the original embossed pressed metal ceiling in the store, repurposing old metal siding and something 
unique like using copper sheeting for the counter top at the serving station and also in the brewing area.

BY GARY HENRY
ghenry@prairiepress.net

The ambience at 120 Coffee Compa-
ny, and the desire of the owners, is for 
people to slow down and savor the mo-
ment – to enjoy the coffee and talk with 
others. It is not a grab and go place, but 
that can be done,

The new coffee shop at 120 Court, 
on the south side of the Paris square, 
opened Tuesday afternoon, Sept. 24, 
with a ribbon cutting, and it has been a 
steady stream of customers since then. 
Richard and Stacey Wilken are the pro-
prietors and they have devoted countless 
hours to getting the interior of the old 
building into a condition that matched 
their vision of the business.

A coffee shop was not the original idea 
for creating a business. Richard Wilken 
thought an old building on the square 
would lend itself to an ice cream store 
with an old-fashioned tap operated soda 
fountain but several things occurred that 
morphed an ice cream store into a coffee 
shop.

“We like the smell of coffee,” said 
Richard Wilken.

Also a new pastor expressed surprise 
that Paris lacked a coffee shop. As Wilk-
en weighed the options he realized one 
of the things he wanted to create with 
the business was a location that brings 
the community together as a meeting 

place where people can linger and have 
time to socialize and talk.

“An ice cream place might have been 
fun, but it would have been too easy 
for people to get something to go,” said 
Wilken. “Coffee is slow. It is hot. People 
have to sit down and drink it.”

The interior of the business is de-
signed to encourage sitting and relaxing 
with two large couches, an old church 
pew, straight back chairs at a table, stools 
at a high table and more stools at a table 
built against the front window. Other 
seats are ottomans made from pipe stor-
age bins used at the former Art Reese 
Lumber Yard. Upholstered cushions on 
top of the bases provide a seating area 
and the wood boxes are painted in bright 
colors. These are not quite done but 
were close enough for the opening.

The couple removed pegboard and 
wallboard that covered the inside walls. 
The goal was to have exposed brick 
walls, but that did not work because the 
inside walls had multiple places showing 
past repairs, which took away from the 
appearance.

“There were a lot of imperfection and 
we wanted to keep them there to remind 
us and customers that nothing is 100 
percent perfect,” Richard Wilken said.

The coffee shop is open 6 a.m.-6 p.m. 
Monday through Saturday for now al-
though hours may change after they get 
a better sense of customer flow.

“There were people waiting when I 
got here to open up this morning,” Stac-
ey Wilken said during the interview late 
Wednesday morning.

Coffee selections available to custom-
ers include cold brew, pour over (which 
is a drip coffee) and espresso in these 
styles: latte, Americano, café au lait, cap-
puccino and double shot. Hot chocolate 
is available and the store may later offer 
hot cider. Other beverage choices are 
Coca-Cola products and a specialty is 

New coffee shop invites 
patrons to linger and 
communicate over a cup

120 Coffee Company opens

Gary Henry/The Prairie Press

A ribbon cutting Tuesday, Sept. 24, opened 120 Coffee on the south side of the Paris square. Left to right, Aaron Damler, 
Harry Hughes, proprietors Richard and Stacey Wilkerson, Linda Lane, Kathy Porter, Lindsey Wilson, Bethanny Dalbey, Alyssa 
Mattingly and Sondi Mattingly.

Gary Henry/The Prairie Press

The newest business in Paris is 120 Cof-
fee Company on the south side of the 
square. Proprietors Richard and Stacy 
Wilken have created an inviting space 
where they hope community members 
can linger and reconnect with each 
other. The see the business as a way of 
giving back to the community.

See COFFEE, Page 8B

NEW YORK (AP) — 
Walmart's Sam's Club is 
teaming up with several 
health care companies to 
offer discounts on routine 
care that customers might 
delay or skip because of 
the cost.

Starting next month, 
Sam's Club members in 
Michigan, Pennsylvania 
and North Carolina will 
be able to buy bundles of 
health care services that 
include discounted dental 
care, free prescriptions for 
certain generic medica-
tions and telehealth con-
sultations.

Fees range from $50 for 
individuals to $240 for 
up to six family members. 
The pilot program could 
potentially expand to all 
states, said Lori Flees, se-
nior vice president of Sam's 
Club Health and Wellness.

The move comes as 
health care expenses place 
a growing strain on the 
budgets of many families 
and individuals, even those 
that have insurance cover-
age. Sam's Club empha-
sized the new initiative is 
not a health insurance plan 
but a discount health pro-
gram designed to supple-
ment insurance and bring 
down the costs patients 
pay out of pocket.

Annual deductibles for 
single coverage in employ-
er-sponsored health plans 
have doubled over the past 
decade and now average 
$1,655 among plans that 
have deductibles, accord-
ing to the nonprofit Kai-
ser Family Foundation. 
These deductibles, which 
a patient has to pay before 
most coverage starts, can 
be much higher for fam-
ilies and for individual 
plans purchased outside an 
employer.

Sam's Club, where mem-
bers pay an annual fee to 
shop, says its program is 
designed to cater to indi-
viduals, business owners 
and families who are de-
laying or skipping basic 
care because of high de-
ductibles.

"We are lowering the 
barrier for people to take 
care of themselves," Flees 
said.

Each bundle offers sav-
ings on dental services 
with a network of pro-
viders through the health 
insurer Humana as well 
as unlimited telehealth 
for $1 per visit through 
a Seattle-based company 
called 98point6. The bun-
dles also offer discounted 
vision exams and optical 
products. The number of 
free generic prescriptions 
ranges from five to 20 of 
the most popular medica-
tions, depending on what 

Walmart’s 
Sam’s Club 
launches 
health care 
pilot to 
members

See SAM’S CLUB, Page 8B

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

SPRINGFIELD – Be-
ginning Sunday, Sept. 29, 
Illinois employers and 
employment agencies are 
prohibited from asking 
about a job applicant’s past 
wage and compensation 
histories or using such in-
formation to screen candi-
dates for a position. 

The idea behind the 
wage history ban is to 
help break a cycle where 
predominantly women 
and people of color have 
received lower pay for 
performing the same or 
similar work as male and 
non-minority workers. 
Employers are more likely 
to perpetuate this situation 
if they base the new em-
ployees’ pay on what they 
had previously earned.

IDOL is tasked with 
enforcing the new amend-
ment to the Equal Pay Act.

Employers can be pe-
nalized for asking the ap-
plicant or the applicant’s 
current or former employ-
ers for wage or salary histo-
ry.  However, Department 
of Labor Director Michael 
Kleinik said the hope is to 
gain compliance through 
outreach and educational 
efforts.

The prohibition does 
not apply if a job appli-
cant’s salary history is a 
matter of public record or 
if the applicant is a current 
employee applying with 
the same employer.

If an applicant volun-
tarily provides wage or sal-
ary history, the employer 
has not violated the law 
and would not be penal-
ized. This information, 
however, is not to be used 
to make a hiring decision 
or to determine the appli-
cant’s salary. Likewise, the 
new law does not prohibit 
an employer from asking 
an applicant what they 
desire to make at the new 
position. 

Kleinik added that if 
they have not yet done so, 
employers should review 
their employment appli-
cations to make sure they 
do not ask for salary and 
wage history. They should 
also train those involved 
in hiring on the new law.  
Department of Labor staff 
also are available to an-
swer questions from both 
employers and employees 
on the new law and can be 
reached on DOL’s Equal 
Pay Act Hotline: 866-372-
4365.

Wage 
history 
off the 
books
Prospective 
employers can no 
longer request past 
salary information

See WAGES, Page 8B
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CALL 1-866-853-8433Promo code N7017
TM

*Prices are per person based on double occupancy plus $299 in taxes & fees. Cruise pricing based on lowest cabin category after Instant Rebate is applied. Single supplement and season surcharges may 
apply. Add-on airfare available. Onboard Credit requires purchase of Ocean View or Balcony Cabin. For Hawaiian Islands Cruise & Tour, Free Internet and Free Beverage Package offers vary based on cabin 
category purchased. Additional service charges are required and payable to YMT with final balance for select Set Sail offers. For full Set Sail terms and conditions ask your Travel Consultant. Offers apply to 
new bookings only made by 11/30/19. Other terms & conditions may apply.

GUIDED TOUR EXPERTS – CALL FOR YOUR FREE BROCHURE

GRAND ALASKAN 
CRUISE & TOUR

HAWAIIAN ISLANDS 
CRUISE & TOUR

Enjoy 7 nights aboard Holland America 
Line’s ms Westerdam and 4 nights on 
land. You’ll cruise the Gulf of Alaska and 
the Inside Passage—a sea lane teeming 
with marine wildlife, where you’ll pass 
glaciers, mountains, and lush forests, 
with stops in Ketchikan, Skagway, and 
Glacier Bay. On land, you’ll go deep  
into Denali National Park, tour 
Anchorage, and see the Alaska Wildlife 
Conservation Center.

Enjoy Hawaii on this island-hopping cruise 
tour. Spend 7 nights aboard Norwegian 
Cruise Line’s renovated Pride of America. 
Experience the Iao Valley on Maui, the 
beauty and charm of Hilo, Kona’s coffee-
rich “Gold Coast,” and Kauai’s Na Pali 
coast and Waimea Canyon. Your land tour 
includes Pearl Harbor and Honolulu city 
tours, and time to relax on Waikiki Beach. 
Guided on Oahu by our friendly Tour 
Directors—your local experts.

12 days, departs May - September 2020 12 days, departs year-round

Seattle • Vancouver • Ketchikan • 
Juneau • Skagway • Glacier Bay • 
Anchorage • Denali • and more

Oahu • Kauai • Maui •
Hawaii “Big Island” 

FREE ONBOARD CREDIT

BOOK YOUR VACATION NOW 

FROM
$1,549*

$1,299*

FROM
$2,349*

$2,099*

FREE INTERNET • FREE BEVERAGE PACKAGE

Phone             (618) 393-2148
Fax                 (618) 392-3352
Toll Free        (888) 678-3175
Cell or Text   (217) 304-6139
kwgmsales732@gmail.com
www.eaglesongm.com
520 Whittle Ave. • P.O. Box 157
Olney, IL 62450 30 YRS SALES EXPERIENCE

WHY VEHICLES COST LESS AT 
EAGLESON GM CENTER!

TRANSPARENT PRICING  •  NO 4 SQUARE GIMMICK PRICING  
•  NO OUTRAGEOUS DOC FEES (OURS IS $31.06)  

• NO OUTRAGEOUS PROCESSING OR PREP FEES (Most 
dealers charge you $200-$500 and you don’t even know it)

NO ONE GIVES HIGHER TRADES THAN US!!!

Kevin Winkler
Sales and Leasing Consultant
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edwardjones.com
 Member SIPC

Derrick L Lorenzen 
Financial Advisor

11773 Il Hwy 1 
Paris, IL 61944-8309 
217-463-4774

For more info visit our page at facebook.com/LincolnTrailRestaurant

Fresh Food,  Great 

Service,  Fabulous 

view....where will 

the trail lead you?

Lincoln Trail State Park, 
Marshall, IL

 2 miles south of Marshall on Route 1

Breakfast Buffet
Sunday ONLY

Tues, Wed, Thur  11-8
Friday  11-9

Saturday  8-9
Sunday  8-2

RCIA
RCIA welcomes people where they are and offers them the 

experience of growing together in Faith, Prayer, Scripture 
and Doctrine. The stories of lived experiences with Faith flow 

together in a friendly relaxed environment. The laity share 
ir faith and offer their care for others. People come to 

“belong” even more than they come to “know”.
RCIA does not require the commitment of becoming 
Catholic. It rather gives the opportunity of learning Faith 

in the Catholic tradition and in a small dedicated atmosphere. 
A non-Catholic begins with simple inquires.

RICA begins Wednesday, October 9, 2019 at 7:00 p.m. in 
the Parish Meeting Room with the first of three inquiry nights. 

Cannot make this one then come October 16 or 23.
Please consider joining us for a look and see, 

No commitment, No pressure.

St. Mary’s Church • 528 N. Main St. • 217-466-3355

101 N. Central Ave., Paris
217-921-3216

In print. Online. On-the-go.
Just the way you like it.

Charleston, IL 61920

217-345-9451

Aluminum & 
Copper Colors

Jerry Brimner
Free Estimate

All work
Guaranteed

5” Residential
6” Commerical Gutter Covers

Rain-Bow
Seamless Guttering

Sunkel Excavating LLC
Justin Sunkel
Owner/Operator

sunkelexcavating@yahoo.com

Sunkel Excavating LLC

12773 E. 1100th Rd.
Paris, IL 61944
(217)264-5848

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUES-
TIONS ON WAGE HISTORY BAN

1. Can employers ask me 
for my salary history or use my 
salary history when determin-
ing whether to offer me a job or 
when determining how much to 
pay me?

No. It is unlawful for an em-
ployer to request or require a 
wage or salary history from a 
job applicant as a condition of 
being considered for employ-
ment or as a condition of em-
ployment.

2. Can employers ask me 
about employment benefits I 
have been provided in the past 
during the application process?

 No. It is also unlawful for an 
employer to request or require 
a job applicant to disclose 
benefits or other compensa-
tion received at any current 
or former employer as a con-
dition of being considered for 
employment or as a condition 
of employment.

3. Who is covered by the law?
Illinois job applicants. This 

includes applicants to part-
time and full-time positions, 
temporary or permanent, 
whether hourly or salary. The 
law however does not cover 
independent contractors.

4. Can employers use recruit-
ers to determine applicants' sal-
ary histories?

WAGES
FROM PAGE 7B

Italian cream soda.
Richard Wilken makes a 

trip every morning to Terre 
Haute, Ind., for square donuts, 
and he hopes to expand sweet 
treat offerings in the future 
with cookies and pies from lo-
cal sources. No food or lunch 
option is currently available 
but after getting more experi-
ence the couple may look at 
doing sandwiches.

He said some basic things 
go into making good cup of 
coffee such as having quality, 
filtered water, good beans that 
are properly roasted and also 
taking into account local pref-
erences 

“Coffee is unique to peo-
ple. They have their favorites,” 
said Richard Wilken. “We 
will learn from the commu-
nity and try to educate people 
about different coffee, like 
cold brew.”

The shop purchases Steam 
Shovel Coffee from a one-
man roasting business at Anna 
operated by Randy Miller.   

“He takes a lot of pride in 
his coffee,” said Richard Wilk-
en. “If I call him and want to 
tweak it, he will do that. Big-
ger roasters won’t do that.”

Wilken admitted a long-
term goal and dream is to in-
stall a roasting machine at 120 
Coffee and learn the art of 
roasting from Miller. That will 
provide Miller with a way to 
expand Steam Shovel Coffee 
and the coffee roasted by the 
Wilkens will be sold in bags 
marked Paris, Illinois.

Promoting Paris is import-
ant to the couple. The coffee 
shop has books and art for sale 
by local authors and artists. 
Other artwork includes pieces 
by high school students.

“When people visit from 
out of town, I want them to 
see the talent that is here,” said 
Richard Wilken.

COFFEE
FROM PAGE 7B

SAM’S CLUB
FROM PAGE 7B

the member chooses.
For example, the family 

bundle includes access to a 
preventative lab screening 
that measures health indica-
tors like diabetes, up to a 30 
percent discount on chiro-
practic, massage therapy and 
acupuncture services and a 10 
percent discount on hearing 
aids. Each bundle also offers 
prepaid health debit cards to 
be used within the health ser-
vices network.

The telehealth program will 
introduce patients to a new 
form of care in which people 
can be diagnosed and treated 
without talking to or seeing 
the doctor. Patients who click 
on the 98point6 app first tell 
their symptoms to a chatbot 
or automated assistant that 
uses artificial intelligence. The 
information then gets passed 
along to a doctor for diagno-
sis and treatment, often just 
through secure messaging.

The more common tele-
health method of using vid-
eo is available if needed, and 
patients also will be able to 
speak to their doctors if they 
want.

Insurers and many employ-
ers like Walmart and Amazon 

Gary Henry/The Prairie Press

Pastor Gary Thomas is deep in thought while working on his 
device using the Wi-Fi provided at 120 Coffee Company.

have been touting video 
telemedicine as a way to 
give their employees or 
customers fast, convenient 
access to help. But benefits 
experts say people have 
been slow to start using the 
new technology. Some for-
get about it because they 
may not need it until long 
after they learn about it.

John Marchisin, manag-
ing director of the health 
care practice at global 
management consultancy 
AArete, calls the move by 
Sam's Club brilliant.

"This fills the gap, mak-
ing health care more af-
fordable to customers," he 
said. "Sam's Club is provid-
ing the first level of preven-
tative care."

Marchisin said the pilot 
program will only enable 
Sam's Club to deepen its 
relationship with its cus-
tomers and give them an 
opportunity to sell more 
health care services.

Sabrina Corlette, found-
er and co-director of the 
Center on Health Insur-
ance Reforms at George-
town University, was more 
cautious. She believes 
customers could benefit 
from having discounts on 
dental and other services 
like massage therapy. But 
she says many insurance 
programs cover generic 
prescriptions.

She noted that custom-
ers should think about 
their health care needs as 
they study the bundles and 
their own insurance plans.

ENGLEBRIGHT RETIRES

Special to The Prairie Press

Larsson, Woodyard & Henson, LLP, congratulates co-worker 
and friend Nancy Englebright on her recent retirement. 
Englebright was an integral part of the firm for more than 40 
years. The company principals say her hard work, commit-
ment and dedication will be greatly missed and extend best 
wishes for a happy, healthy and well-deserved retirement.

No. Recruiters, employ-
ment agencies, staffing agency 
or any other agent of an em-
ployer may not screen appli-
cants based on their current or 
prior wages or salary histories, 
benefits or other compensa-
tion.

5. Can an employer ask about 
my salary when calling my cur-
rent or former employers? 

No. It is unlawful for an em-
ployer or their agent to ask for 
a wage or salary history, ben-
efits or other compensation 
from an applicant’s employer 
or former employers when 
conducting verification or ref-
erence checks. 

6. What happens if I refuse to 
answer a question about my cur-
rent salary during an interview?

It is unlawful for an em-
ployer to discriminate against 
you because you fail to answer 
the employer’s salary history 
question.  

7. What if my employer 
knows my current salary?

The prohibition does not 
apply if a job applicant’s sala-
ry history is a matter of public 
record or if the applicant is a 
current employee applying 
with the same employer.

8. Can an employer prohibit 
me from discussing my salary 
with other individuals?

No. An employer cannot 
prohibit its employees from 
disclosing their own salaries, 
benefits or other compensa-
tion to other individuals.

ADVERTISING:
The engine

of this free
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Puzzles CROSSWORD ANSWERS ON PAGE 9B

Across
1. Coffee order
6. Bunch
10. Bon ___ (witticism)
13. Carry away, in a way
14. Strengthen, with “up”
15. Quite
16. Radiation of power from space
18. A chorus line
19. Appropriate
20. Attempt
21. One who kicks the football
23. Deserved
25. To write a poem
26. Egg on
27. Red shade
30. “Harper Valley ___”
31. “A rat!”
33. Length x width, for a rectangle
34. Basic monetary unit of Romania
35. Antares, for one
37. Conk out
38. Cows and sows
40. Boar’s mate
41. “Not on ___!” (“No way!”)
43. ___ green
44. “Much ___ About Nothing”
45. Beethoven’s “Moonlight ___”
47. Alpine transport (hyph.)
51. A telegraph key
53. 2, to 1/2
55. Deletes
56. Delight
57. “I ___ you one”
58. Clue
59. Mentally ________
62. Carve in stone
63. Fit
64. Wolfgang ___, Nobel Prize 
physicist
65. “Malcolm X” director
66. Boris Godunov, for one

67. Wrote or said a word out

Down
1. Picking up camp
2. One who runs away
3. Leader Fidel
4. Store convenience, for 
short
5. Ill tempered mutt
6. Didn’t shuffle
7. Checked item
8. “___ calls?”
9. Scorn
10. Numerous

11. Groups of eight
12. Henry David
15. Beach, basically
17. To make sure
22. Anxiety
24. “I had no ___!”
28. Indian condiment with 
cucumber or yogurt
29. Anger
32. Desk item
35. Mineral in alkali rich rocks
36. Bronze coin of UK equal to 
two pennies
37. Animal house

CROSSWORD

39. “Unimaginable as
 ___ in Heav’n”: Milton
40. Small bag
42. Kind of belt
43. Control ___
46. Cultivator
48. Irish accent
49. Too
50. Modify again
52. Approach
54. Vice presidents informally
56. Apple variety
60. Consumes
61. 40 winks

CODGER
FROM PAGE 1B

salesman. “Come over here to 
the door and look. Further-
more, here are the keys in my 
hand. Yours to keep.”

Rev. Voh walked to the 
doorway and peered at the 
nice new car, still in disbelief.

“You’re kidding me, right?”
“I’m dead serious.”
“Well, now who would want 

to buy me a new car?”
“The donor requested 

anonymity. It’s obviously given 
by someone who beholds you 
with great admiration. Here, 
take the keys. Let’s sit inside 
it. I want to show you the car’s 
features.”

The reverend stared at 
the car for a moment, then 
reached for the keys, and 
spoke with quivering voice, 
“Permit me to call Lucy. I want 
her with us when you explain 
the features.” He was referring 
to his wife of 38 years.

Gaylord resumed his seat 
while Rev. Voh sat behind his 
desk and called his wife. The 
conversation was worth a price 
of admission.

“Hello,” she answered.
“Lucy, honey,” the preacher 

stammered. “You need to 
come here to the church. Right 
now.”

“I can’t come now. I’m mix-
ing a cheese soup recipe, and 
my hair is in curlers.”

“Honey,” he pleaded, “You 
gotta come. It’s only next door. 
Fifty yards at most. Come, 
dear. It’s important.”

“You can honey me all you 
want. I’m preparing soup for 
supper tonight.” Then she 
paused for a few seconds, and 
like a typical nosy, newsgath-
ering woman, added, “What’s 
this about?”

“You won’t believe me if I 
tell you,” he said. “You’ve gotta 
see it with your own eyes.”

“Tell me what it’s about.”
“I can’t.  Now, trot yourself 

over here.”
“Are you giving me orders? 

Because, if you are . . .” Her 
husband hung up the phone 
with a distinct click.

“She’s angry,” Rev. Voh said 
to Gaylord. “I reckon I was too 
brash.”

Lucy arrived in less than 
a minute.  Fortunately, she 
wasn’t wielding a rolling pin, 
but there was fire in her eyes.

“This had better be good,” 
she demanded.  “Now, what 
is it?”

“The Good Lord works in 
mysterious ways, honey,” said 
her husband. “Someone, name 
unknown, has presented us 
with a brand new automobile, 
because they obviously think 
highly of us.”

He pointed to the car she’d 
just walked past while paying 
no regard.

Lucy, normally a kind, 
gracious, attractive lady, stood 
silent for a short while as she 
gazed at the marvelous car. She 
knew Gaylord was a salesman, 
and that her husband was 
dead serious. She fumbled 
for words, but they wouldn’t 
pour forth from her trembling 
lips. All she could do was bawl 
loudly and drip tears while 
clasping her lifelong mate with 
a big, meaningful hug.  

Rev. Voh couldn’t help him-
self. An uncontrollable force 
suddenly overcame him. He, 
too, burst into tears and cried 
with utter happiness.

(Allen “Big Al” Englebright is 
a retired schoolteacher and story-
teller. Contact him at The Prairie 
Press, 101 N. Main, Paris, Ill., 
61944.)

popcorn. My friend this year 
goes by the name of Joe. He is 
a tall, lanky fellow, walks a fast 
pace and has a lot of friends.

Over the course of the 
decade and a half, I have been 
the friend of many Joes. Some 
are crippled, some are ancient, 
some exude joy, and some are 
pushed around in wheelchairs. 
Some are on the edge of this 
world.

A large crowd of students at 
Lake Land College and Eastern 
Illinois volunteer to be Friends 
for a Day. They understand the 
special people in a way only the 
young can.

They regard me with 

curiosity when I, wearing my 
blue Special Olympics T-shirt, 
stand in line to be paired with 
an Olympics athlete. Indeed, 
if it were not for the college 
students, the special would 
walk alone.

I remember Rocky, as do 
many. Rocky is a tall, lanky 
fellow, who walks a fast pace 
and has a lot of friends.

Joes are the Rocky who nev-
er dies. I see him every fall.

(Harry Reynolds is a retired 
editor and columnist from the 
Mattoon Journal Gazette and 
Charleston Time-Courier. He 
now writes columns for the fun 
of it, in which he offers a different 
look at life and aging. Email him 
at reynoldsharry1943@gmail.
com)

REYNOLDS
FROM PAGE 1B

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

URBANA — The Illinois 
Board of Higher Education 
this month approved a new un-
dergraduate degree combining 
computer sciences and animal 
sciences at the University of Il-
linois. Incoming freshmen can 
enroll in the program, known 
as CS + Animal Sciences, start-
ing in the fall of 2021. 

“The way the industry is 
moving, our students need 
experience handling large 
datasets, bioinformatics, ge-

nomic information and data 
from remote sensors. Having 
a background in coding, pro-
gramming and advanced sta-
tistics, will make them highly 
sought-after in today’s market,” 
says David J. Miller, undergrad-
uate teaching coordinator for 
the new program and professor 
in the Department of Animal 
Sciences at Illinois. 

The new degree, the first of 
its kind in the country, expands 
the list of blended CS + X de-
grees pioneered through the 
Department of Computer Sci-

ence at Illinois and featured in 
U.S. News & World Report’s 
upcoming “Best Colleges of 
2020” guidebook. CS + Ani-
mal Sciences follows the CS 
+ Crop Sciences program as 
the second such degree to be 
offered in the College of Agri-
cultural, Consumer and Envi-
ronmental Sciences. 

Miller says graduates could 
tackle nearly any large dataset 
or big-picture problem in the 
animal sciences. This could 
include data from remote sen-
sors in large livestock herds, 

allowing producers to detect 
and treat health problems in a 
timely manner. Or analysis of 
genomic information, leading 
to breed improvements in ef-
ficiency or disease resistance. 
“Our imagination is our only 
limit, really,” he says. 

Rod Johnson, department 
head for animal sciences, says, 
“The animal sciences land-
scape is experiencing a digital 
transformation.  By creating 
this first-of-kind degree, we 
will train the next generation of 
animal scientist able to address 

New Illinois degree addresses growth of technology in animal sciences
intractable problems, whether 
it be by probing large produc-
tion data sets, or implementing 
sensor technology with ma-
chine learning to enhance the 
health and wellbeing of farm 
animals and pets.” 

The degree will include low-
er- and upper-division courses 
in computer sciences, math-
ematics, and statistics, as well 
as courses in animal sciences 
that can be tailored to each 
student’s career goals. Miller 
says although the degree will 
be academically challenging, it 
can be completed in four years. 

“This program, along with 
our existing CS + Crop Sci-
ences degree, represents yet 
another way students can 
leverage their ACES education 
to change the world. With their 
ability to handle bigger data-
sets, students will solve bigger 
problems facing industry, soci-
ety and the planet,” says Anna 
Ball, associate dean for aca-
demic programs in the College 
of ACES.  

“With CS + X, Illinois is at 
the forefront in preparing stu-
dents to create and use new 
computational tools to better 

understand the world around 
us. We’re excited to partner 
with the College of ACES 
on a second ground-break-
ing degree that will open up 
incredible opportunities for 
Illinois students,” says Nancy 
M. Amato, department head 
for computer science and Abel 
Bliss Professor of Engineering.  
“These degrees, together with 
our collaboration with ACES 
on the Center for Digital Ag-
riculture, will lay the ground-
work for exciting new research 
advances at the agriculture and 
technology interface.” 

Elsa Gunter, director of 
undergraduate programs for 
the Department of Computer 
Science, says, “There’s real po-
tential to make an impact with 
this new program. Graduates 
in CS + Animal Sciences will 
be well-positioned to advance 
the state-of-the art in Animal 
Sciences by applying computer 
science to animal health and 
behavior, food production, 
nutrition, animal biology, and 
related environmental con-
cerns.  In turn, those advances 
will further drive innovation in 
Computer Science.” 
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BY CAPITOL NEWS ILLINOIS

SPRINGFIELD — FBI 
agents were seen Tuesday, 
Sept. 24, searching the Capi-
tol office of state Sen. Martin 
Sandoval, D-Chicago, and lat-
er carrying boxes and a brown 
bag marked “evidence” into 
two SUVs.

John Althen, a spokesman 
in the FBI’s Chicago field of-
fice, confirmed that agents 
were present in the building 
but provided no additional 
details.

“They are engaged in an 
authorized law enforcement 
activity. Beyond that we have 
no further comment,” he said.

The first-floor suite con-
tains the offices of several 
senators, but it was apparent 
the agents were focusing on 
the office of Sandoval, who is 
the Democratic Caucus whip. 
Through the translucent win-
dows, reporters outside could 
see people moving inside that 
office, with occasional camera 
flashes visible inside.

Attempts to reach Sando-
val’s district office by phone 
were unsuccessful, but sev-
eral Chicago area media out-
lets reported that Sandoval’s 
Cicero offices and his Chi-
cago home were also being 
searched Tuesday.

A spokesman for Senate 
President John Cullerton, 
D-Chicago, said in an email 
that he had no information to 
offer.

Sandoval has served in 
the General Assembly since 
2003. He serves as chairman 
of the Senate Transportation 
Committee as well as a sub-
committee that was instru-
mental in crafting the 2019 
capital bill, known as “Re-
build Illinois.” He also chairs 
the Special Committee on 
Supplier Diversity.

LINCOLN LIBRARY
Gov. J.B. Pritzker has ap-

pointed former U.S. Trans-
portation Secretary and 
retired Republican Congress-
man Ray LaHood as the new 
chairman of the Abraham 
Lincoln Presidential Library 
and Museum Board of Direc-
tors.

LaHood and four others 
were appointed to the board 
Thursday, and they await Sen-
ate approval as well. Pritzker’s 
office said the other six ap-
pointees will be announced in 
the coming days.

They are the first appoint-
ments to the 11-member mu-
seum board since it was estab-
lished in August 2017 when 
the Illinois Historic Preser-
vation Agency was abolished 
and most of its duties, except 
for those pertaining to the 
Lincoln Museum, were given 
to the Department of Natural 
Resources.

Its duties are to, “set policy 
and advise the Abraham Lin-

coln Presidential Library and 
Museum and the executive di-
rector on programs related to 
the Abraham Lincoln Presi-
dential Library and Museum,” 
and its members are uncom-
pensated.

The appointments became 
particularly pressing for the 
governor in recent days, as his 
office announced last week 
that he fired the museum’s di-
rector since 2016, Alan Lowe. 
Per statute, the board, “shall 
appoint the executive director 
with the advice and consent 
of the Senate.”

In a statement after that 
firing, Pritzker spokeswoman 
Emily Bittner said, “The ad-
ministration terminated Mr. 
Lowe’s employment today. … 
We cannot comment further 
on personnel matters. We 
look forward to working with 
the team of museum profes-
sionals, historians and librar-
ians at the ALPLM to ensure 
that the institution is meeting 
its high standards.”

LaHood is well-known in 
Illinois and has been in the 
news in recent weeks for tour-
ing the state and advocating 
for a capital infrastructure 
plan, which the General As-
sembly ended up approving. 
He served as transportation 
secretary under President 
Barack Obama from 2009 
to 2013, and served Illinois’ 
18th district in the U.S. House 
from 1994 to 2009.

JOBLESS RATES DROP
Unemployment rates in all 

14 metropolitan areas in Illi-
nois dropped over the past 12 
months as the state’s econo-
my added more than 61,000 
jobs, according to preliminary 
numbers released Thursday 
by state and federal labor 
agencies.

Statewide, Illinois reported 
a seasonally-adjusted jobless 
rate of 4.0 percent in August, 
down from 4.2 the previous 
month as well as 4.2 percent 
in August 2018, according to 
the U.S. Bureau of Labor Sta-
tistics.

The U.S. unemployment 
rate in August was 3.7 per-
cent.

The Springfield metropol-
itan area reported the low-
est unemployment rate, at 
a non-adjusted 3.5 percent, 
down nearly a full percentage 
point from a year ago.

The Bloomington, Chicago 
and Lake-Kenosha Counties 
metro areas each reported 3.6 
percent unemployment, all 
down from the year before.

Rockford, at 5.5 percent, 
and Danville, at 5.2 percent, 
had the highest jobless rates 
of the 14 metropolitan areas. 
But Danville’s rate was down 
1.3 points from a year ago, 
while Rockford’s was down a 
tenth of a point.

In terms of job gains, the 
Chicago metro area, which 

includes Naperville and Ar-
lington Heights, led the state 
with 34,000 new jobs, raising 
its total to nearly 3.86 million. 
The Lake-Kenosha Counties 
area added 9,000 jobs, while 
the Elgin area added 3,600.

The Metro East area around 
East St. Louis added 2,700 
jobs, the Champaign-Urba-
na area added 2,600, and the 
Carbondale-Marion area add-
ed 1,500.

Only two metropolitan ar-
eas in Illinois saw overall job 
losses over the year: Peoria 
and Kankakee, both of which 
lost about 500 jobs.

ETHYLENE OXIDE BAN
Business and industry 

groups are pushing back 
against legislative efforts to 
widely ban the use of ethylene 
oxide, a known cancer-caus-
ing gas, in most Illinois com-
munities.

According to the U.S. De-
partment of Labor, chronic 
exposure to the gas can cause 
increased cancer risks, repro-
ductive effects and other ma-
jor medical problems, while 
short-term exposure may 
result in respiratory irritation 
and lung injury, headache, 
nausea, vomiting, diarrhea 
and shortness of breath.

Representatives of the 
Illinois Manufacturers’ As-
sociation, Illinois Chamber 
of Commerce, Illinois Bio-
technology Industry Orga-
nization and the Chemical 
Industry Council of Illinois 
sent a letter to General As-
sembly members this week 
to, “express our serious con-
cerns and opposition to any 
additional efforts to further 
restrict or ban the use of eth-
ylene oxide in Illinois.”

The group said ethylene ox-
ide, which is used in medical 
supply sterilization and some 
manufacturing processes, is, 
“a significant building block in 
the creation of an exhaustive 
list of life-improving products 
… including essential plastics 
and pharmaceuticals to cos-
metics and clothing,” and is 
“the only acceptable method 
of sterilization for many med-
ical devices.”

In July, a spokesperson for 
the Illinois Environmental 
Protection Agency said there 
are 26 facilities in Illinois 
permitted to use or emit eth-
ylene oxide.

“The economic hit of an 
ethylene oxide ban would 
be significant, with an initial 
loss of at least 1,500 jobs in 
Illinois, including unionized 
positions,” the business and 
industry groups said in their 
letter.

The groups also pointed 
out that businesses have al-
ready begun making infra-
structural changes to their fa-
cilities to comply with Senate 
Bills 1852 and 1854, a pair of 
bills hailed by both parties as 

the most stringent ethylene 
oxide regulations in the na-
tion when Democratic Gov. 
J.B. Pritzker signed them into 
law in June.

CITIZENSHIP QUESTION
Illinois Secretary of State 

Jesse White’s office con-
firmed Monday, Sept. 23, it 
denied what appears to be 
the federal government’s 
latest attempt to gather data 
about noncitizens living in 
the United States, this time 
through driver’s license infor-
mation.

White’s spokesman, Dave 
Drucker, said during a phone 
interview Monday with Cap-
itol News Illinois the agency 
received the request from the 
U.S. Census Bureau’s Data 
Acquisition Branch on Sept. 
17, and promptly denied the 
request.

According to an email 
distributed Monday by the 
American Association of 
Motor Vehicle Administra-
tors and obtained by Capitol 
News Illinois, the Census Bu-
reau has been seeking driver 
and identity card information 
— including the name, ad-
dress, date of birth, sex, race, 
eye color and citizenship sta-
tus.

Anne S. Ferro, president 
and CEO of the association, 
said in the email that she had 
received several inquiries 
from motor vehicle adminis-
trators around the country re-
garding the Census Bureau’s 
data request.

“I recommend that you 
discuss this request with your 
agency’s or state’s privacy of-
ficer before responding,” Fer-
ro said in the email.

Earlier this year, the U.S. 
Department of Commerce, 
which oversees the Census 
Bureau, proposed adding a 
question to the 2020 census 
asking whether or not each 
household member is a U.S. 
citizen, but that effort was ul-
timately blocked by the U.S. 
Supreme Court.

Drucker also said that 
White, a Democrat, ex-
pressed public opposition 
to adding a citizenship ques-
tion. White’s office also has 
a longstanding policy, which 
the secretary of state has pro-
posed codifying into law, of 
not giving federal agencies 
full access to the state’s data-
base of driver’s license and ID 
card information.

VAPING ILLNESSES
Illinois officials agree the 

growing number of severe 
respiratory illnesses related 
to vaping must be addressed, 
and in recent days, the state’s 
chief executive, top attorney 
and health expert have taken 
action. On Monday, Sept. 23, 
lawmakers explored legisla-
tive options during a commit-
tee hearing in Chicago.

Illinois Department of 
Public Health Director Ngozi 
Ezike said there are 69 peo-
ple in Illinois sick with lung 
injuries resulting from the 
inhalation of chemicals from 
vaping. Thirteen others are 
being examined to see if their 
illnesses are related. One Illi-
nois resident has died.

Each of them reported us-
ing either an e-cigarette or 
other product such as THC 
— that is the only common 
thread in Illinois’ cases, Ezike 
said. According to the Cen-
ters for Disease Control, 
there are more than 50 prod-
ucts and devices linked to the 
state’s cases.

Democratic Gov. J.B. Pritz-
ker issued a warning to resi-
dents Friday, Sept. 20, not to 
use e-cigarettes and other va-
ping products until the CDC 
completes an investigation 
being done in conjunction 
with the state Public Health 
Department. 

The Department of Public 
Health has also assembled 
a panel of stakeholders and 
experts to evaluate vaping’s 
health impacts and appropri-
ate regulatory controls.

Attorney General Kwame 
Raoul told lawmakers Mon-
day that he has been discuss-
ing with counterparts in oth-
er states the regulation and 
investigation of manufactur-
ers of e-cigarettes and vaping 
devices manufacturers.

“Illinois is not alone is this 
crisis, but it has touched Illi-
nois,” he said.

With the top attorneys 
in seven other states, Raoul 
petitioned the federal Food 
and Drug Administration to 
strengthen e-cigarette guid-
ance, specifically related to 
flavored products. 

Legislation to ban sell-
ing flavored e-cigarettes was 
discussed during Monday’s 
panel of House lawmakers in 
Chicago.

“While I fully support a 
ban on flavored e-cigarettes, 
the problem is more com-
prehensive than that,” Raoul 
said. “I don’t believe the Leg-
islature’s work will be done 
simply by banning flavored 
e-cigarettes.

“We have to realize a lot of 
the harm is growing out of 
the black market, and reflex-
ive policies that are not fully 
thought out might have the 
reverse impact of growing the 
black market.”

STERIGENICS UPDATE
The Illinois Environmental 

Protection Agency approved 
a construction permit Fri-
day, Sept. 20, that will allow 
a medical supply sterilization 
plant linked to increased can-
cer rates to install new equip-
ment that must be in place 
before it is allowed to reopen.

The IEPA issued a news re-
lease announcing the permit 

for Sterigencis, the Willow-
brook sterilization plant that 
has been barred by the state 
from using the cancer-caus-
ing gas ethylene oxide since 
February, at 5:12 p.m. Friday, 
Sept. 20.

The permit issuance comes 
as the General Assembly is 
considering two new bills that 
would phase out ethylene 
oxide emissions except in 
sparsely populated areas and 
give home rule municipalities 
the authority to ban emis-
sions of the gas.

Even with the permit, Steri-
genics must comply with 
stringent new regulations 
resulting from a pair of bills 
– Senate Bills 1852 and 1854 
– that were signed into law in 
June and a legal agreement 
between the state, DuPage 
County and Sterigenics.

To reopen, Sterigenics 
must first install a permanent 
total enclosure, capturing 
all ethylene oxide emissions 
from the facility, and must 
install additional air pollution 
controls to reduce emissions 
by 99.9 percent or to 0.2 parts 
per million. The permit gives 
the company the authority to 
install such equipment.

The facility must also sub-
mit various emissions testing 
results to the state EPA, along 
with an ambient air monitor-
ing plan among other regula-
tions and reporting require-
ments.

The company will be al-
lowed to emit just 85 pounds 
of ethylene oxide per year, a 
sharp decrease from previous 
IEPA permits issued from 
2006 to 2018, which allowed 
Sterigenics to emit between 
2,840 pounds and 7,340 
pounds per year, depending 
on the year.

Illinois House Minority 
Leader Jim Durkin is a West-
ern Springs Republican who 
is sponsoring House Bill 3885 
to give home rule municipali-
ties the authority to ban eth-
ylene oxide emissions within 
their borders.

“The IEPA’s approval of the 
Sterigenics construction per-
mit is disappointing, discour-
aging and downright wrong,” 
he said in a statement.  “Our 
fight is not over. We will con-
tinue working to pass new 
legislation in veto session 
that will allow municipalities 
to ban the use of ethylene ox-
ide within their boundaries.”

Capitol News Illinois is a 
nonprofit news service op-
erated by the Illinois Press 
Foundation that provides 
coverage of state government 
to newspapers throughout Il-
linois. The mission of Capitol 
News Illinois is to provide 
credible and unbiased cov-
erage of state government to 
the more than 400 daily and 
weekly newspapers that are 
members of the Illinois Press 
Association.

FBI agents search senator’s office
Capitol Recap: unemplyment down; carcinogenic gas ban ruffles industry; White blocks citizenship inquiry

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

SPRINGFIELD — It’s that 
time of year again — scary 
sounds, darkened corridors, 
creepy clowns, lots of scream-
ing. Haunted house season 
is here, and in Illinois such 
attractions need a permit to 
operate.

“We know people love a 
scary, good time, but we also 
want to make sure that spooky 
night out is safe,” said Michael 
Kleinik, director of the Illi-
nois Department of Labor.

The Department of Labor, 
the Illinois State Fire Mar-
shal’s office and local agencies 
all play roles in making sure 
the dozens of haunted hous-
es follow rules to ensure the 
safety of their customers.

Inspections fall under 
the Department of Labor’s 
Amusement Ride and At-
traction Safety Division. Hal-
loween is the second busy 
season for IDOL’s cadre of 
inspectors, following in the 
footsteps of the summer fair 
season.

All haunted houses in Il-
linois are required to be in-
spected prior to operation, 
though haunted houses op-
erated by not-for-profit reli-
gious, educational or chari-
table organizations can apply 
for an exemption from IDOL 
inspection. They still must be 
inspected by local authorities 
and/or the State Fire Mar-
shal’s office.

The Office of the Illinois 
State Fire Marshal reminds 
local enforcers and the attrac-
tion owners and operators 
these structures can be par-
ticularly vulnerable to fire and 
fire injuries if applicable codes 
are not followed. The rules of 
the State Fire Marshal’s office 
serve as the minimum re-
quirements that must be met, 
with local fire and building 
departments possibly impos-
ing more stringent require-
ments. 

Inspectors follow an elab-
orate set of rules and regula-
tions to make sure visitors to 
haunted houses have a scary 
but safe time. The rules cover 
everything from emergency 
exits and lighting to fire ex-
tinguishers to proper use of 
extension cords to flame-re-
tardant materials and training.

A couple of tragic fires in 

the 1970s and 1980s at haunt-
ed houses led to closer scruti-
ny of their safety. Most haunt-
ed houses in Illinois today 
are required to have smoke 
detectors and be protected by 
automatic sprinkler systems.

The State Fire Marshal’s 
office notes these additional 
restrictions:
Exits and pathways must 

be wide enough to account 
for the maximum number of 
people in the amusement. 
Limited number of dead-

end paths. 
Provision of panic hard-

ware on exit doors. 
Restrictions on open-

flame devices or pyrotechnic 
special effects.
Furnishings and decora-

tions are required to be flame 
resistant.
All workers must be 

trained and prepared for ac-
tions to be taken during emer-
gencies. 

“The people we deal with 
generally do a very good job,” 
said Tom Coe, chief ride in-
spector for IDOL’s Amuse-
ment Ride and Attraction 
Safety Division. “They want 
to maintain a safe environ-
ment for their guests.”

Besides checking on the 
safety of the physical facility, 

the rules also require a crimi-
nal background check and sex 
offender registry check for all 
non-volunteer operators and 
a written substance abuse pol-
icy that includes random drug 
testing.

Anyone with concerns 
about an unpermitted or un-
safe attraction should call the 
Department of Labor during 
business hours at 217-782-
9347 or after hours at 217-
299-5512. Complaints may 
also be submitted online at 
the department’s website at 
labor.illinois.gov.

Keeping things scary, but safe
Department of Labor 
and Fire Marshal 
inspect Halloween’s 
Haunted Houses

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS  

SPRINGFIELD — The 
Illinois Department of 
Transportation is renewing a 
call for qualified individuals 
to apply to help with snow-
and-ice removal across the 
state. 

Through the department’s 
annual snowbird program, 
temporary seasonal snow-
plow drivers are hired every 
year on a full-time and on-
call basis. 

“Snowbirds are a critical 
part of our overall effort to 
clear roads and keep Illinois 
moving during snow-and-ice 
season,” said Acting Illinois 
Transportation Secretary 
Omer Osman. “Not only 
does the job perform an es-
sential public service and en-
sure safe travel, but it’s a great 
way to earn extra money 
during the winter months.” 

Snowbirds are required to 
promptly respond to emerg-

IDOT needs more 
‘snowbirds’ on call
Temporary help 
needed across state 
for snow-and-ice 
removal this winter

ing weather situations for 
snow-and-ice removal and 
stay prepared to work in 
emergency conditions at 
any time, including nights, 
weekends and holidays. 

Applicants must have 
a commercial driver’s 
license and submit to 
a criminal background 
check. A pre-employ-
ment physical, vision 
testing, and drug and al-
cohol screening also are 
required. Veterans are 
encouraged to apply. In 
rural areas, farmers and 
agricultural workers have 
historically filled out the 
snowbird ranks. 

Applicants will be se-
lected based on availabil-
ity, job-related experience 
and qualifications. For ad-
ditional information, in-
cluding positions and the 
application process in spe-
cific districts, details on 
pay and the potential for 
benefits, visit the IDOT 
web site.

A short animation 
video on the snowbird 
program is available on 
IDOT’s YouTube chan-
nel. 
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Alco Overhead Doors
Service on all types of 
garage doors. New door sales.  
Residential & commercial
217-346-2808

FALL YARD CLEAN-UP 
Power Washing

Painting
Landscaping

Mulching
Trimming

FREE ESTIMATES
Call Gary 217-264-6444

Looking for residential 
or businesses to clean, 

10 years experience.
References on request, 

call 217-504-3985

ROBERTS TREE SERVICE
Fall/Winter Sale. Insured, Free 
estimates.
Firewood for sale; $55.00 truck 
load delivered
217-251-1800

HOMETOWN HOME REPAIR
Get ready for winter!
Fall/Winter Sale
Insured. Free estimates.
217-251-1800

If you have any items you don’t 
want laying around I will haul off 
about anything. Call me anytime 
at 217-218-8801

TODAY - 205 S. Eads Ave., Sat. 
Sept. 28,   8:00 - 3:00.
Clean, organized, and always 
priced to sell. Plenty of desirable 
items for everyone; new, old & 
everything in between. Don’t miss 
out. Please share address with 
your friends. Canceled if rain.

602 E. Highland Dr  
Paris Highrise
TOPS IL 2318 
Saturday, Oct. 5  8am - 12pm
Rummage and bake sale

   
708 Wabash 
 Sat., Sept. 28   8 - ?
Antiques, collectibles, mowers, 
snow blowers, dishes, books, toys, 
furniture, much more

207 W. End Ave.
Fri., Oct. 4  8am - 3pm
Kitchenwares, fans, some tools, 
tillers, riding mower and misc.

Neighborhood Garage Sale - 
Connelly Ct. & Water Street
Oct 4th  1-6, Oct 5th  8-1
Household odds & ends, 
Christmas decorations, books, 
craft items, scrapbooking, 
children’s clothes, women’s 2X 
jeans, lots of misc.

10763 N 1545th St., Paris
Friday, Oct 4th  9-1, 
Saturday, Oct 5th  9-1
Space heaters, paddle boat, 
tools, misc. kitchen, electric 
dryer, Christmas decorations, 
bar stools, home decor, picture 
frames, much more.
Follow signs Clinton Rd. to Indian 
Boundry then left on 1100 and left 
on 1545th.

920 E Wood
October 3rd - 5th
Thur  3-6, Fri  9-5, Sat  8-11
Clothing-kids through adult, 2X, 
Men’s Suits, Adding Machine, 
Complete Bedding Sets, Fenton 
Glass (White Hobnail), Country 
Decorations, Lots of Christmas 
Angel Collection, Gingerbread 
Collection, Fully  Decorated Tree, 
Santas, Premier Designs, Jewelry, 
Stroller, Radio Flyer Wagon, 
Furniture, much more... Tyler & 
friends

Several families in Redmon 
having sales next weekend!
Oct. 5   8-5
Redmon Pit Stop will be having 
a bake sale.
Also, serving coffee to sale goers.
Stop by to enjoy breakfast or 
lunch!

The City of Chrisman is now 
accepting applications for a full 
time Public Works Supervisor. 
Applicants must hold a Class B 
water license and Class 3 sewer 
license. Applications are available 
at Chrisman City Hall, 222 W 
Madison Ave, Monday-Friday 
8:00am-3:30pm. For more 
information please call 
217-269-2214 or visit City 
of Chrisman facebook page.

Member Advocate 

Decatur Earthmover Credit 
Union is seeking a motivated 
individual for their Paris Branch 
on a part-time basis with 
excellent sales, member service 
and cash handling skills to join 
our team. The ideal candidate 
will assist members with various 
needs, offer product information 
and provide exceptional member 
service while presenting a 
positive image of the credit union. 
Previous office and customer 
service experience preferred. 
Comprehensive computer, oral & 
written communication skills, and 
ability to work branch hours are 
required. 
Starting hourly rate will be $11 
per hour. As a part time employee, 
you will receive four hours of 
holiday pay for each holiday we 
are closed and paid volunteer 
hours to help in the community. 
To apply online visit www.DECU.
com/careers 
Please send your application and 
resume to: 
HR@decu.com
or
Human Resources
Decatur Earthmover Credit Union
PO Box 2515
Decatur, IL  62525

Seasonal Harvest Help Wanted 
Seasonal Harvest Help Wanted
Class A CDL Required
Redmon, IL
Call 217-808-2315 or 
217-808-2316

HOOF & PAW
PET BOARDING
Phone (217)466-5488

Bauermeister K-9 Training
Over 40 years experience. Offers 
local beginning and intermediate 
classes. Beginning October 5, 
2019
Call 217-275-3465

2 Bedroom House for Rent
$565/mo + deposit
Call 217-463-8800
Leave message

HOUSE FOR SALE
704 Bradley St., Paris
Call 217-264-1740

2 & 3 Bdrm. Mobile Home
gas, electric, water, can
be included in rent, dep.
Washer & dryer and AC may be 
included also.
217-463-8800, leave msg.

House for Rent 
3 Bedroom, 1 Bathroom
$450 per month + deposit
78 E. Second St., Hume, IL
217-260-1413

Freshly renovated 1 and 2 BR 
apts.  Water & trash included.  
Great location!  No pets.
217-264-9634

For Rent
1 bedroom apartment. phone 
217-463-8800. Leave message. 
$450.00/month plus deposit

2 bedrm, 1 bath apartment. 
Corner unit, private deck, laundry 

facilities, appliances furnished, 
walk-in pantry. Off-street parking. 
$600/mo + $600/dep. No 
pets, no smoking. Please call 
217-512-1880

*** THE BOAT DOCK *** 
We Buy & Consign Used Boats! 
Springfield, Illinois 
217-771-4054 
www.theboatdock.com

OFFICE SPACE FOR RENT
3,783 sq. ft. Parking for 30 cars 
or trucks. $10.00 per sq.ft. with 
utilities included. 
Call 217-466-8210

The annual fall cleaning at 
St. Mary’s Cemetery will 
begin October 1. All summer 
decorations including artificial 
decorations will be removed. 
Please collect what you wish to 
save. Fall-Winter decorations may 
be placed the week of Oct. 8.

*** Colman’s RV *** 
We buy/consign used 
Campers & RV’s! 
217-583-4023 
www.colmansrv.com

TENNESSEE LAKEFRONT 
$34,900  BANK ORDERED 
SALE. MASSIVE LAKE Dockable 
acreage on Kentucky Lake. Way 
under market value. RV ready. 
888-386-9446 
https://tnlandings.com/offered 
by Waters Edge Properties 
Inc. - Broker

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT

FOR THE FIFTH JUDICIAL 
CIRCUIT OF ILLINOIS

EDGAR COUNTY PARIS, 
ILLINOIS

IN RE: GUARDIANSHIP OF )
KODIE RIGDON and )
DAKOTA RIGDON, )

ADA RIGDON and, )
RICHARD RIGDON )

Petitioners. )

and 
No. 2019-P-43

REVISED NOTICE BY 
PUBLICATION

Notice is hereby given to SANDRA 
JOHNSON, that a Petition for 
Guardianship has been filed in the 
above entitled cause.

SANDRA JOHNSON is hereby 
served by publication of this 
Notice. Unless
SANDRA JOHNSON files an 
answer to the Complaint in this 
cause or otherwise make an
appearance in this case on or 
before October 16, 2019, a default 
judgment may be entered
against you, at any time after 
that day in accordance with the 
remedies requested in the
Petition for Guardianship.
______________________________
________
Angela R. Barrett
Circuit Clerk

FRUIN & KASH
(Richard M. Kash, Jr.)
129 North Central Avenue
Paris, IL 61944-1704
Telephone: 217-465-4196
Fax: 217-466-1213
Email: service@fgklaw.net

SUMMONS

TO STEVEI BUTLER, 
RESPONDENT MOTHER IN THE 
ABOVE CAPTIONED PETITION 

FOR ADOPTION:

CAUSE NO. 
11C01-1906-AD-000009

Holly Marie Cook has filed a 
petition to adopt S.R.B. the minor 
child of Stevei Butler in the Clay 
County, Indiana Circuit County 
under the above caption and case 
number.

The whereabouts of Stevei Butler 
are unknown. However, it is 
believed that Stevei Butler resides 
within, or has significant contacts 
with Edgar County, Illinois. Stevei 
Butler must respond within thirty 
(30) days of the last day this no-
tice is published. If Stevei Butler 
does not respond in that time, 
an order granting the irrevocable 
adoption of S.R.B., the minor child 
of Stevei Butler, by Holly Marie 
Cook may be granted.

The following manner of service of 

notice is hereby designated:

PUBLICATION pursuant to Indiana 
Trial Rule 4.13
The Prairie Press / Paris 
Beacon-News

Date: September 4, 2019

Charles F. Hear #17052-49
Attorney for Petitioner
5840 North State Road 59
Post Office Box 258
Brazil, IN 47834
812-442-5999

STATE OF INDIANA   CLAY 
COUNTY CIRCUIT COURT

 SS:
COUNTY OF CLAY  )  

CAUSE 

NO. 11C01-1906-AD-000009

IN RE THE ADOPTION OF 
SEBASTIAN RILEY BLAUDOW

minor child, by 
HOLLY MARIE COOK
the child’s maternal 

grandmother

ORDER GRANTING PRAECIPE 
FOR SUMMONS BY 

PUBLICATION

THIS COURT having read the 
motion for service of summons by 
publication, being fully advised in 
these premises, and good cause 
having been shown, does hereby

ORDER that this motion is 
herby granted and the notice of 
this adoption my be served by 
publication.

Dated: September 4, 2019 Judge 
Joseph Trout, Clay County Circuit 
Court

Distribution:

Stevei Butler
Address Unknown

Lloyd Arthur Blaudow #Y33410
Robinson Correctional Center
13423 E. 1150th Avenue
Robinson, IL 62454

Charles F. Hear 
Attorney at Law
5840 North State Road 59
P.O. Box 258
Brazil, IN 47834

STATE OF ILLINOIS
FOR THE FIFTH JUDICIAL 

CIRCUIT
EDGAR COUNTY – PARIS, 
ILLINOIS - PROBATE DIVISION

IN THE MATTER OF THE ESTATE 
OF Loren E. Loop,

                   Deceased   
    

No. 2019-P-46

 
NOTICE FOR PUBLICATION OF 

CLAIMS

Notice is given to creditors of the 
death of Loren E. Loop. Letters of 
Office were issued on September 
23, 2019 to Linda L. Hartman, 
25979 N. 1325th St., Chrisman, 
Illinois 61924, as Independent 
Executor, whose attorney is David 
C. Hamilton, FRISSE & BREWSTER 
LAW OFFICES, LLC, 111 Sheriff St., 
Ste. B, P.O. Box 430, Paris, Illinois 
61944.

Claims against the estate may 
be filed in the office of the Clerk 
of Court at the Edgar County 
Courthouse, Paris, Illinois, or with 
the Independent Executor, or 
both, on or before April 5, 2020, 
six (6) months from the date of 
first publication of this notice, or, 
if mailing or delivery of a notice 
from the Independent Executor is 
required by § 18-3 of the Probate 
Act of 1975, the date stated in that 
notice.  Any claim not filed on or 
before that date is barred.  Copies 
of a claim filed with the clerk 
must be mailed or delivered by 
the claimant to the Independent 
Executor and to the Independent 
Executor’s attorney within ten 

(10) days after it has been filed.

Dated: September 25, 2019.

Linda L. Hartman, Independent 
Executor
By: David C. Hamilton

CALLIE BABER 
AUCTION CO.

232 West Wood Street

Callie 217.822.3304
Shelly 217.808.0527
Matt 217.508.5200

“Have Fun, Save Money, Make Money, Shop Auctions!”
Always taking consignments! Give us a call!

MULTI-CONSIGNOR LIVE/ONLINE AUCTION
Sunday, Oct. 6th @ Noon IL Time

Consignors: Phil & Paula O’Bryan, Kerns, Camp & Others
Featuring: 1997 Ford F250 Work Truck

Furniture, Antiques, Appliances, Ammo, Primitives, Collectibles, Metal Signs
Online Bidding Will Be Available @ calliebaber.hibid.com

ON-SITE LIVE AUCTION
Saturday, Oct 12th @ 10am, Westfield, IL

Limited Online Bidding For Some Items
Featuring: 1997 Ford Hurricane Motor Home

Specific Auction Location Details Coming Soon!

The Board of Fire and Police Commissioners for 
the City of Paris is updating its eligibility list for Fire-
fighters for the Paris Fire Department. Candidates 
interested in a firefighting career should complete 
an application packet available at City Hall, 206 S. 
Central Avenue, Paris or online at www.parisillinois.
org. This challenging position is accompanied with 
an attractive benefit package. Successful candi-
dates must be 21 years of age prior to appointment 
and possess a valid Illinois driver’s license. In addi-
tion, successful candidates must pass a firefighter 
physical ability test, a written test, an oral interview, 
and a background check. Deadline for submitting 
applications is 5:00PM on November 4, 2019 at City 
Hall, Paris. Testing begins at 9:00AM on November 
9, 2019 at the Fire Training Center located north 
of Paris on Cherry Point Road. Applications to the 
Board of Fire and Police commissioners for the City 
of Paris may be sent in care of Cathy Higgins, City 
Hall, 206 S. Central Avenue, Paris,IL 61944

The Board of Fire and Police Commissioners 
for the City of Paris is updating its eligibility list 
for police officers for the Paris Police Department. 
Candidates interested in a law enforcement career 
should complete an application packet available at 
City Hall, 206 S. Central Avenue, Paris or online at 
www.parisillinois.org. This challenging position is 
accompanied with an attractive benefit package. 
Successful candidates must be 21 years of age prior 
to appointment and possess a valid Illinois driver’s 
license. In addition, successful candidates must 
pass a police physical ability test, a written test, an 
oral interview, and a background check. Deadline for 
submitting applications is 5:00PM on November 4, 
2019 at City Hall, Paris. Testing begins at 11:00AM 
on November 9, 2019 at the Paris High School foot-
ball/track located north of Paris. Applications to the 
Board of Fire and Police commissioners for the City 
of Paris may be sent in care of Cathy Higgins, City 
Hall, 206 S. Central Avenue, Paris,IL 61944

©ClassifiedGuys.com

MARK
DIRECTION

MARK
DIRECTION

Having a yard sale? You get up to 40 words that will reach homes 
and businesses in Edgar County, three heavy-duty, all-weather 
signs (like the one surrounding this ad), 140 fluorescent green 

217-921-3216 101 N. Central Ave., Paris, IL 61944

pre-priced labels, tips for a no hassle sale, pre-sale checklist, sales 
record form.  All for $10.00!!!! 

101 N. Central Ave., Paris    217-921-3216

SELL IT, 
DON’T  

STORE IT

Call
Today

or 
Stop By

101 N. Central Ave., Paris



Honeybee Weekend is here
12B |  SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 28, 2019   |  217-921-3216  |  prairiepress.netHONEYBEE FESTIVAL

The annual Honeebee Fes-
tival is underway in Paris.

Activity started Thursday 
evening with a musical per-
formance by Troy Stone and 
things got into full swing Fri-
day with pancakes and ven-
dors on the squre, plus the 
annual Walk Through Histo-
ry event at the Edgar County 
Historical Society.

Events continue today on 

the square and at the Edgar 
County Fairgrounds. The 
Honeybee parade is 11 a.m. 
today.

Activity on the square con-
cludes today but the vendor 
booths, shopping, activities 
and food vendors continue 
tomorrow at the fairgrounds.

ALL PHOTOS GARY HENRY/THE 
PRAIRIE PRESS

Abbey Maynard demonstrates using a bar of lye soap and a 
washboard for cleaning laundry during the Walk Through Histo-
ry. Maynard is part of a group of homeschooled students that 
volunteers to help at the annual event.

Jake Perry, a student at Wenz School, dips candles during the 
Walk Through History sponsored by the Edgar County Historical 
Society.

Greg McHenry points out details about the historic Arthur House to Shiloh students participating 
in the annual Edgar County Historical Society’s Walk Through History.

Honeybee Festival royalty helped cook pancakes early Friday morning at the Kiwanis Pancake 
Tent. Princess Morgan Gann, left, and Honeybee Queen Carah Colvin, right, stacked the flapjacks 
and served them to those waiting in line.

Sarah Walls cleaned house in the jump rope game at the Edgar 
County Historical Society ‘s Walk Through History. The Wenz 
fourth grade student cleared a successive 44 revolutions of the 
rope, and that was after doing more than 30 jumps in a previous 
round.

Lucy Trine is the missus of the house during the Edgar Coun-
ty Historical Society’s Walk Through History. She uses the 
fireplace in the Eslinger log cabin to prepare lunch for event 
volunteers.

Ana Bond uses a machine to peel an apple during the Walk 
Through History.

Beekeeper Kristy Dooley of Rockville, Ind., talks to Shiloh fourth grade students about beekeeping, how bees make honey and 
the biology and life cycle of honeybees. Dooley volunteered her time to participate in the Edgar County Historical Society’s Walk 
Through History.

Paris High School Key Club members, from left, Zoey Adams, Kylie Arnett and Victoria Talbert 
helped serve sausage at the Kiwanis Pancake Tent early Friday morning before school.


	A001 PP092819
	A002 PP092819
	A003 PP092819
	A004 PP092819
	A005 PP092819
	A006 PP092819
	A007 PP092819
	A008 PP092819
	A009 PP092819
	A010 PP092819
	A011 PP092819
	A012 PP092819
	B001 PP092819
	B002 PP092819
	B003 PP092819
	B004 PP092819
	B005 PP092819
	B006 PP092819
	B007 PP092819
	B008 PP092819
	B009 PP092819
	B010 PP092819
	B011 PP092819
	B012 PP092819

